
Holy Spirit, teaching them to 

observe all things that I have 

commanded you; and lo, I am 

with you always, even to the end 

of the age. Amen" (Mat. 28:19-

20). 

How does one become a member 

of God's family, the church? To 

those who were convicted of their 

sin and believed that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, Peter 

said, "Repent, and let every one 

of you be baptized in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the remission of 

sins; and you shall receive the 

gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 

2:38). "Then those who gladly 

received his word were baptized; 

and that day about three thousand 

souls were added to them" (Acts 

2:41). "And the Lord added to the 

church daily those who were 

being saved" (Acts 2:47). Only 

the Lord can add one to His 

church when one obeys the 

Gospel as Peter and the apostles 

presented it. Has the Lord added 

you to His church? 

 

-- David A. Sargent is a minister 

of the Church of Christ at 

C r e e kwo o d  i n  Mo b i l e , 

Alabama.  You may visit their 

website at: 

  www.creekwoodcc.org 
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"Christ and the Church" 

By David A. Sargent 
 

It is not uncommon today to hear people devaluate the church. Some say in effect, 

"Christ, yes; the church, no." While some profess they love Jesus, desiring even to 

follow Him, they have little use for "the church." The Scriptures, however, are 

clear: One cannot have the church without Christ, and one cannot have Christ 

without the church. 

 

The church was God's idea. God's plan. It is not man-made. In fact, observe the 

close relationship between Christ and the church. Christ is the head of the church 

(Eph. 5:22-23a); He is the complete voice of authority. Christ is the Founder of 

the church. Christ said to Peter, "On this rock [the confession that Jesus Christ is 

the Son of God], I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail 

against it" (Mat. 16:18). Christ is the foundation of the church. No building or 

institution can be stronger than the foundation on which it rests. And for the 

church, "no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus 

Christ" (1 Cor. 3:11). Christ is the Savior of the body, which is the church: "For 

the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the 

Savior of the body" (Eph. 5:23). 

 

Indeed, as has often been noted by some in an attempt to minimize the church; 

"the church doesn't save anyone." However, Christ saves the church! In fact the 

church is composed of the saved (Acts 2:47). Christ loved the church and gave 

Himself for it (Eph. 5:25). We usually judge the value of something by the price 

we pay for it. For what price was the church purchased? Christ purchased the 

church with His own blood (Acts 20:28). One cannot separate Christ from His 

church. 

 

A low estimation of the church may be due to a lack of understanding of what the 

church truly is, as taught in the Bible. There is also a misconception of what the 

church is all about. One of the most simplistic, yet one of the most beautiful 

images of the church in Scripture is that of the family of God. As such, the church 

is designed to be a place of loving encouragement (1 Thes. 5:11; Heb. 3:213) to 

those who are seeking to follow Christ. Also, it is God's desire for His family, the 

church, to grow and grow. God wants His family to share the good news about 

Jesus Christ, as Jesus instructed His disciples: "Go therefore and make disciples of 

all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
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Sunday AM April 30th May 7th 
Opening Prayer Glendel Hatton Ron Ingram 

Prayer – Bread James Anderson C.J. Vires 

North 2 Kyle Wilson Gene Albright 

North 3 Kurt Gilliam Clint Bowker 

North 4 Garett Hatton Don Blankenship 

Prayer – Fruit Ken Roper Wade Sumpter 

South 2 Daniel Jonka James Byers 

South 3 Kelley Benson Weldon Cravey 

South 4 Dylan Hendricks John Bynum 

Alternate 1 Elmo Fulton Caleb Estes 

Alternate 2 Terry Fulton Kurt Gilliam 

Balcony 1 Jack Long Byron Rowsey 

Balcony 2 Tommy Myers Wendell Sherrell 

Closing Prayer Wade Sumpter Jr. Brent Lowe 

Song Leader C.J. Vires Raymond Johnson 

Bus Driver Cody Frye Alan Simpson 

Attendance Count Gary Littleton Jack Long 

Usher – North Scottie Paul Caleb Stone 

Usher – Center Dakota Roberson Nathan Stone 

Usher – South Devin Riley Alex Vercelli 

Nursing Home  Darrell Nemecek Justin Nail 

Nursing Home  Josh Nail Keith Nail 

Nursery Attend Sheri Hayes Hazel Jamar 

Sunday Night April 30th May 7th 

Bread Jimmy Davis Vernon Morgan 

Fruit John Bynum David Rodriguez 

Contribution James Byers Jim Vercelli 

Opening Prayer Greg Chilcoat Jimmy Davis 

Closing Prayer Bart Conley Cody Frye 

Song Leader Richard Howard C.J. Vires 

Bus Driver Jade Benson Keith Ailey 

Wednesday  May 3rd May 10th 

Bus Driver Greg Chilcoat Jade Benson 

Song Leader Russell Neill James Anderson 

Invitation David Rodriguez C.J. Vires 

Closing Prayer Butch Platt James Byers 

Scripture Reading Jarrod Tollett Dylan Hendricks 

Announcements W.B. Borders Eugene Cannon 

Scripture Reading Josh Nail Justin Nail 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1       Ladies Day 

2 Youth Devo 

4 Ladies Class 

5  J.D.’s Class 5:30 At Mexigo’s 

6  College Devo at Pult’s 

7 Father/son Breakfast 

8  4th—6th Grade Youth Rally 

 Prison Volunteers Get to

 gether 

9  Elder/Deacon Meeting 

 3:30pm 

9 Fellowship Group 

10 Monday Night For The Master 

11  Ladies Class 

14  Men’s Night Out Hornets 

 Game 

18 Ladies Bible Class 

19  Golden Doers Breakfast 

 4th-6th Grade Devo 

 Tom Wacaster report on India 

21-23 Seminar with Brad Harrub 

24  Yellow House 

 Monday Night For the Master 

25  Ladies Class 

28  Singing Youth  of Denver 

28-29 College Ladies Mystery Retreat 

29 Prom Alternative 

       Continued on back page 
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Church of ChristChurch of ChristChurch of ChristChurch of Christ    
Gulf Coast Disaster Relief and RecoveryGulf Coast Disaster Relief and RecoveryGulf Coast Disaster Relief and RecoveryGulf Coast Disaster Relief and Recovery    

Hurricane Katrina Hit The Gulf Coast on August 29, 2005—
The Storm Devastated Lives and Destroyed Homes  The 
Heart of Compassion That God Desires 
Matthew 25: 35-40 

 
Dear Brethren: 
 The Bayou La Bartre church of Christ wants you to 
know that there is still a great need along the Gulf Coast.  
Many families are still homeless, and in need of daily food 
rations.  The Bayou La Batre church of Christ is determined 
to carry the burden of these families.  We give away three 
hundred food bags everyday to members of the community.  
Additionally, we serve daily hot meals and we pass out 
clothing, infant supplies and personal items. 
 Although the Bayou La Batre church of Christ had 
over four feet of water in the building, we have been 
blessed to help rebuild some of the homes that have been 
destroyed by the storm.  As a result, we have baptized 30 
souls since Katrina hit and we have expanded our ministry 
by adding a Spanish service on Sunday, and Spanish Bible 
study on Wednesday nights.  The church is proud of the 
work that God has allowed us to do however, considering 
that there are over 1 million people made homeless and 
hungry by Katrina, the work that we’ve done is only a drop in 
the bucket.  We need your financial support. 
 Please consider how you can help.  You may make 
a predetermined donation, or perhaps you might take up a 
special collection from your church members.  Either way, 
the help that you provide will be greatly appreciated, and 
the money will be used to do God’s work.  Consider this, for 
every $25 we collect, we are able to drywall and finish one 
wall in a destroyed home.  And for every additional $25, we 
are able to feed the members of that home - for one week! 
 If you find that you are unable to give monetary 
support at this time, please support us with your prayers. 
You are also welcome to encourage members of your 
congregation to travel to La Bayou La Batre, where they can 
serve directly as volunteers.  We house our volunteers in a 
comfortable bunkhouse equipped with bathrooms, showers, 
and meals.  Volunteers also have the option to utilize our 20 
amp R.V. hookups.  If your congregation is interested in 
making a donation, or signing up members to volunteer, 
feel free to contact Mr. J.V. Lamar at 251-609-1435.  Thank 
You. 
 
   Bayou La Batre church of Christ  
   Disaster Relief and Recovery  

AM Sermon: AM Sermon: AM Sermon: AM Sermon: Salvation Comes to a Fellowship 
Scripture Reading: 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17 
In this lesson we will see how eternal salvation came to this 
ancient fellowship at Thessalonica.  It came because God, 
first of all, acted.  Without God taking the first step to save 
them, then no one would have made it to heaven.  However, 
if these people, before being a part of this fellowship, had not 
been willing to heed the call of God, then the Divine Initiative 
would have been fruitless.  Man’s part in his own salvation is 
that he answers the call of the gospel and continues in a 
state of faithfulness by holding to the “traditions” taught him 
by the apostles and prophets of the New Testament.  This is 
a good lesson to invite friends to hear.  
 

PM SermonPM SermonPM SermonPM Sermon: Fragrance of Christ 
Scripture Reading: 2 Cor. 2:14-17 
 

PRAYERS & UPDATES 
• Troybelle Farris Troybelle Farris Troybelle Farris Troybelle Farris is in Valley View Hospital. 

• Ruby McFarland Ruby McFarland Ruby McFarland Ruby McFarland is in Valley View Hospital. 

• Leon Hughey Leon Hughey Leon Hughey Leon Hughey had a procedure done for a kidney 

stone Wednesday at Deaconess Hospital. 

• Gayle Johns Gayle Johns Gayle Johns Gayle Johns will have surgery next week. 

• Betty Gerth’s Betty Gerth’s Betty Gerth’s Betty Gerth’s surgery was postponed but will be 

rescheduled next week. 

• Ann Wilson Ann Wilson Ann Wilson Ann Wilson is having tests this week. 

• Jimmy Burns Jimmy Burns Jimmy Burns Jimmy Burns is home. 

• Lillie Ingram Lillie Ingram Lillie Ingram Lillie Ingram is home from the hospital. 

• Joy HoustonJoy HoustonJoy HoustonJoy Houston is home. 

• Gerald Moberly Gerald Moberly Gerald Moberly Gerald Moberly is waiting on test results. 

• Charlene McFerranCharlene McFerranCharlene McFerranCharlene McFerran, member at Allen, is in ICU at 

Mercy Hospital in Oklahoma City. 

• SympathySympathySympathySympathy goes to June Fulton and her family on the 

death of her nephew, Kevin Mosier. He was killed in 
a auto accident.  His service was Monday. 

• Thomas DensonThomas DensonThomas DensonThomas Denson, father of Tom Denson, passed 

away Sunday and his funeral was Thursday. Our 
deepest sympathy goes to Tom and his family. 

• Continue to remember Continue to remember Continue to remember Continue to remember Janis McNutt, Becky Myers, 

Pete Duncan, Mildred Clark, Mary Brecheen, Coni 
Turner and Joe & Tandy Hudson,    Lillie Ingram, 
Travis Wingard, Don Simpson and Fisey Jarrett as 
they struggle with their health.    

Remember Our ShutRemember Our ShutRemember Our ShutRemember Our Shut----InsInsInsIns    

Emma Jones, Lois Shaw, Novella Blake, Lena Hunt, 
Randy Wilson, Bonnie Medlock, Lorene Lull, 
Jennifer Lillard, Anna B. McCoy, Floretta Cockrell, 
Austin Blackwell, Loretta Broadway, Bessie Bryant, 
Esther Davis, Jerry Hatton, Pauline Henderson,  Ellis 
& Corene Julian, Ruby Low, Ruby McFarland, Mary 
Pennington, Bernice Rogers, Darrell Tarron, Nadine 
Vogt,  Charles Whittington  

BREAD GROUPSBREAD GROUPSBREAD GROUPSBREAD GROUPS    
April 30thApril 30thApril 30thApril 30th    
Group #1 

Jack & Jill Frye, David & Darla 
Hendricks, Greg & Diana Hatton, Jim 

& Tina Vercelli, Richard & Camille 
Howard, Kyle & Shenny Wilson, Keith 

& Gayle Ailey, Don & Ima Jean 
Blankenship, Raymond & Jane Johnson 

May 7thMay 7thMay 7thMay 7th    
Group #2 

Jim & Martha Begin, George & Malinda Patterson, 
Robert & Mary Jo Whitwell, Brent & Diana Lowe, C.J. & 
Linda Vires, Eric & Contessa Scism, Helen Priest, Wade 
& Ardith Sumpter, Ken & Wanda Roper, Donna Gibson 

NEWS & NOTES 
Asked for prayers: Asked for prayers: Asked for prayers: Asked for prayers: Kerry Verner and Steve McWilliams 
asked for prayers Sunday. 
New Life Behavior Class, New Life Behavior Class, New Life Behavior Class, New Life Behavior Class, taught by Ron Ingram, will be 
held each Friday in the old kitchen from 7:00 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m.  
Singing Youth of DenverSinging Youth of DenverSinging Youth of DenverSinging Youth of Denver will be encouraging us with 
song Friday, April 28th at 7:00 p.m. 
The Children’s Home of Lubbock The Children’s Home of Lubbock The Children’s Home of Lubbock The Children’s Home of Lubbock is in need of scour 
pads. Please place them in a box in the foyer. They will 
be here May 3rd to pick them up.   
Day of Giving, Saturday, May 6 (8:00 am Day of Giving, Saturday, May 6 (8:00 am Day of Giving, Saturday, May 6 (8:00 am Day of Giving, Saturday, May 6 (8:00 am –––– 1:00 pm) 1:00 pm) 1:00 pm) 1:00 pm)    
Ways you can help: 
1) Donate quality clothes, furniture, household items, 

toys, appliances, etc. Receipts for donated items 
can be provided. 

2) Nothing to donate? With the changing of the 
seasons, people are always in need of children’s 
clothes. Purchase $10, $25 or $50 worth of 
children’s clothing to donate. 

3) Volunteer to help! We need people to help with 
setting up, to help the day of the event, to help with 
clean up and to help with refreshments. Sign-up 

For The RecordFor The RecordFor The RecordFor The Record    

Bible Study         345 Wednesday PM       266 

AM Assembly     455     Contribution         $7,619 

PM Assembly     275 Budget                $8,800 

Remember our Troops: Remember our Troops: Remember our Troops: Remember our Troops: Josh Johnson, Richie Payne, 
Tommy Gould, Carl Howard, David Kemp, Rowdy 
Isbill,  Todd Gollihare and Dale Russell.  If you have 
someone you would like to be included on this list, 
please contact the office.    

sheets are in the foyer. There is something to do 
for anyone wanting to help. 

4) A small amount of funding is needed to help with 
purchasing bibles that will be given away. 
Donations for bibles may be given to Kelley 
Benson or C. J. Vires. 

We are in need a few items to help get ready for the                              
event: 
1) Free Standing Clothes Racks (Please see C. J. or                                                 

Kelley, ASAP) 
2) Clothes Hangers 
3) Plastic Sacks (Wal-Mart Type) 
Fellowship Groups Fellowship Groups Fellowship Groups Fellowship Groups will meet Sunday, May 7th. 
Elders/Deacons Meeting Elders/Deacons Meeting Elders/Deacons Meeting Elders/Deacons Meeting will be Sunday afternoon, 
May 7th in the old kitchen at 3:30 p.m. 
Monday Night for the Master Monday Night for the Master Monday Night for the Master Monday Night for the Master will meet Monday, May 
8th in the fellowship building at 6:00 p.m.  
MotherMotherMotherMother----Daughter/Sister/Friend Brunch Daughter/Sister/Friend Brunch Daughter/Sister/Friend Brunch Daughter/Sister/Friend Brunch will be May 
13th from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Make Plans to 
come. 
Yellow House WorkersYellow House WorkersYellow House WorkersYellow House Workers: There is a sign-up sheet in the 
foyer for those who would like to help with the Yellow 
House food program. Those who are currently working 
need to sign up to continue on the list. 

    

YOUTH & COLLEGE NEWSYOUTH & COLLEGE NEWSYOUTH & COLLEGE NEWSYOUTH & COLLEGE NEWS    
SeniorsSeniorsSeniorsSeniors we would like for you to turn in a picture for 
our bulletin by May 7th. 
Deadline Deadline Deadline Deadline for youth Dallas trip is May 2nd. 
J.D. Class J.D. Class J.D. Class J.D. Class will meet May 3rd at Mexigo’s. 
Father/Son Breakfast Father/Son Breakfast Father/Son Breakfast Father/Son Breakfast will be Friday, May 7th in the 
fellowship room at 6:30.     
VBS Meeting  VBS Meeting  VBS Meeting  VBS Meeting  will be May 3rd after services.    
College Ladies’ Mystery Retreat College Ladies’ Mystery Retreat College Ladies’ Mystery Retreat College Ladies’ Mystery Retreat will be April 28-29. 
See Gina for more information. 
College Trip: College Trip: College Trip: College Trip: The college group will be conducting 
evening services at Lewisville, Texas this Sunday.  We 
will leave at 2:45 p.m. 
College Sunday Night Meals College Sunday Night Meals College Sunday Night Meals College Sunday Night Meals for May 7th will be 
provided by Diana Lowe, Gayle Johns and Sharon 
Estes.    

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

1  Gary Littleton, Cody Frye 

3  Robert Whitwell 

4  Joan Elliott, Tristen O’Neal, Coni 

 Turner 

6 (A) Johnie & Gina Fredman 


