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was supposed to be done.

In the area of Christianity, we
need to be cautious, not only about
obeying such matters as worship, but
we need to make sure that we obey
HOW we have been commanded.
Worshipping by the authority of Jesus,
r.e. “in His name,” means that I must
give attention to HOW it is done, “in
spirit and truth” (John 4:24).
Accordingly, therefore, we are given
the authority to sing [instruments are
not mentioned] (Eph. 5:19, Col. 3:16),
to give as we have prospered each
Sunday (1 Cor. 16:1), to have men lead
prayers and to preach the word of God
(1 Tim. 2:8, 2 Tim. 4:2, 1 Cor. 14:34)
and to partake of the Lord’s Supper
(Acts 20:7).

If a religious group doesn’t
worship, organize itself, raise money,
spend money and conduct its work by
the guidelines of the New Testament—
one should be able to refer to scripture
for all that is done—then it’s not under
the authority of Jesus and the
requirements of Colossians 3:17 have
not been met.

If a religious group doesn’t
preach and teach the truth relative to
the New Testament plan of salvation,
holy living and love—giving book,
chapter and verse for its position on
these matters—then it’s not under the
authority of Jesus.

How much one can ignorantly
rebel against the “name of Jesus” and
be saved is not my prerogative to
decide. However, I do know that truth
is the path that provides the greatest
security.

From childhood, I’ve known
what it means to obey and please those
who have authority over me. --Floyd
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LIVING UNDER AN AUTHORITY

While a child, in my parents’ house, I always knew the authority I was under...and, it
wasn’t my own.

Allow me to explain. There were more than a few mornings when I didn’t want to feed
the cows, but I did because the authority I lived under said I had to. This authority even told me
how to do it, which cows to give hay in the pasture and which ones to feed in the barn.

In the evenings, I often didn’t want to feed the chickens and dogs,
but I did because | was submissive to the authority I lived under. I did all I
was supposed to and by my authority’s instructions. I rarely considered
rebellion as an option.

This authority, of course, was my father and mother.

Perhaps my upbringing is why following Christ is so natural to me. I’ve always felt
comfortable under an authority and have never considered it demeaning to obey. As a matter of
fact, it was always somewhat reassuring that someone I trusted told me what to do.

In the New Testament, the apostle Paul provided understanding as to the authority the
Christian lives under. He wrote, “Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father” (Colossians 3:17).

The expression “in the name of” means “in recognition of the authority of” (Vine’s
Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, vol. 3, p. 100).

For instance, in Matthew 18:20, in the context of explaining church discipline, Jesus
said, “For where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am there in their midst.”
This was simply Jesus saying that when two or three were together “by His authority” or “under
His command,” they assembled also in His presence. The necessary implication is that not just
any assembly was blessed with the presence of Jesus, but only such assemblies that were
submissive to the authority of Jesus by obeying Him.

The supreme aim of the assembly of the church, therefore, is to do what Jesus wants.
Only then, is He in the midst.

Now, back to Colossians 3:17. This passage means that as a Christian I must be
constantly aware that my words and my deeds, all inclusively, must harmonize with the authority
of Jesus. The acceptance into my life of His will must direct my every conscious moment.

Even when the authority of Jesus converges with another divinely acceptable authority,
such as civil government or parents; if there is any disagreement between the two authorities, the
authority of Jesus must come first. This is why Peter and the apostles said to the rulers of their
day, “We must obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). This is why children are to obey their
parents “in the Lord” (Ephesians 6:1).

Although most Christians probably understand the matter of obeying Jesus before any
other authority, there is an aspect that many do not understand. It is an aspect that, again, I
learned as a child. You see, I knew I not only needed to obey, but it needed to be obeyed HOW
they wanted it done. I needed to obey according to their instructions or I was rebelling against
their authority as surely as if I had not obeyed at all.

It was like this: If I put the cows in the barn that were supposed to be fed with hay in the
pasture, I might have said that I fed the cows when, in fact, I had not. Why? Because I had not
followed the instructions about how it was to be done.

If I fed the dogs chicken-feed and the chickens dog-food, I might have said that I had
done my chores, but I had not, because while feeding the animals, I had not done it the WAY it
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Minister’s File

God is Good!

This past Saturday, | conducted a funeral
in Texas for a great sister in Christ. Nelda Neeld
was an elder’s wife for fifteen years while | served
the church in Mt. Vernon. Her physical body
ultimately surrendered to cancer, but her spirit
lives on in Christ.

Spring Break has taken a number of our
members in different directions. It is my prayer
that all will safely return and be refreshed by their
brief retreat.

The elderships of Central and Southwest
met last Saturday. They are planning another
meeting soon. Please pray about this. The Lord
desires that we be unified upon His word.

In the text for my sermon Sunday morning,
the apostle Paul wrote, “pray without ceasing” (1
Thess. 5:17). It should be obvious to us that he is
not suggesting that we spend 24 hours a day on
our knees. If we did that, then there would be
some other commands we would not be able to
obey—not the least of which would be to provide
for our families and take the gospel to the lost.

No “pray without ceasing” is a hyperbole, a
figure of speech in which exaggeration is used for
emphasis. It would be like saying, “l could sleep
for a year.”

What Paul is teaching is that prayer should
be a constant part of our lives. There is really no
situation where it is not appropriate. To every
distress, it is a valid response. Even when life is
well and there seems to be no obvious need,
prayer should be a means of thanking God. When
we are pressed down by the burdens of others
and don’t know what to say, saying that we will
remember them in prayer is no tripe offer.

Don’t forget to pray.

See ya’ll Sunday. The Lord willing!

-Floyd

BREAD GROUPS
March 19th
Group #2
Jim & Martha Begin, George & )
Malinda Patterson, Robert & Mary Jo —7
Whitwell, Brent & Diana Lowe, C.J. & ﬁﬂ/
Linda Vires, Bart & Mary Conley, Eric &

Contessa Scism, Helen Priest, Wade &
Ardith Sumpter, Ken & Wanda Roper, Donna Gibson

March 26th
Group #3
Glendel & Paula Hatton, Alvin & Hazel Jamar, Elmer &
Betty Gerth, Jeff & Pam Butler, Jimmy & Nancy Davis,
Darrell & Conna Nemecek, Leona Strong, June Dixon,
Annetta Gibson, Larry & Bobby Darbison

Birthdays & Anniversaries

19  Cheryl Kymes
20 Coleman Pennington, Vanessa
Rodriguez
21 Madonna Tidwell, Willie Mae Carnes
22  Leola Coffey
24  Hunter Fulton
25 Lana O'Neadl

For The Record

Bible Study 271 Wednesday PM 266
AM Assembly 365 Contribution ~ $ 8,918
PM Assembly 228 Budget $8,800

AM Sermon: Christianity in Understandable Terms
Scripture Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28

There’'s always a danger that a sermon may be too
theological to be understood in practical terms.
Expressions such as “work of faith” and “labor of love”
can be preached in a way that leaves us wondering
exactly what they mean in everyday application. One of
the features of Paul’s style of writing is that he takes his
readers from the abstract to the concrete. By the time
you finish one of his epistles you have a better
understanding of how to “live out” what he writes in the
beginning. 1 Thessalonians is no exception. In this last
section of this great book, Paul provides very practical
applications about how we are supposed to react to
different kinds of persons and how we are supposed to
live in a different kind of world. He then concludes with
a very fitting farewell.

PM Sermon: Practicing Intelligent Religion

PRAYERS & UPDATES

Trenna West is in Valley View Hospital.

e Ray Walker had surgery last week and is home
now doing well.

e Continue to remember Tristen O’Neal in your
prayers.

e Frandy, an orphan in Haiti, has malaria and is
very ill.

e Continue to remember Becky Myers, Pete
Duncan, Mildred Clark, Mary Brecheen, Coni
Turner and Joe & Tandy Hudson, Lillie Ingram,
Travis Wingard, Don Simpson and Fisey Jarrett
as they struggle with their health.
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NEWS & NOTES

A Thank you note was received from Farrel and Julie
Droke. It is placed on the bulletin board in the foyer.
New Life Behavior Class, taught by Ron Ingram, will
be held each Friday in the old kitchen from 7:00 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m.

You are cordially invifed
76 & Wedding Keception
[n the honor of
Jamsey Horton & Reece Miller
A¢ 6:00 P
Friday March 17¢6, 2006
Ag

Ads Ares Chamber of Commerce

Yellow House will be open Monday March 20th
form 9-12. Workers will be Bill & Mary Barrett,
Annetta Gibson, Jerry Miller, Alyce LeFlore.

Monday Night for the Master will meet Monday
March 27th in the fellowship building at 6:00 p.m.
Finding Your place in the Body forms are in the
foyer. The elders have asked each member to fill
one out so we can update our servers list. They can
be returned to the foyer or brought to the office.
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YOUTH & COLLEGE NEWS

4th—6th Grade Devotional will be Wednesday,
March 22nd at 5:30 in the junior high classroom.

College Appreciation Banquet will be Saturday
night March 25th in the fellowship building.

There Is Danger In Neglect

In a certain mountain village in Europe long
ago, a nobleman wondered what legacy he should
leave to the local townspeople. At last, He
decided to build them a place of worship.

No one saw the complete plans for the
church building until it was finished. When the
people gathered, they marveled at its beauty and
completeness. Then someone asked, “But where
are the lanterns? How will the building be lit? The
nobleman pointed to some brackets in the walls.
Then he gave each family a lantern that they were
to bring with them each time they came to the
assembly. “Each time that you are here the area
where you are seated will be lit,” the nobleman
said. “Each time you are not here, that area of
the building will be dark.”

Thought: Whenever we neglect the worship
assembly, others who are in attendance miss not
only our presence, but the encouragement we
could have offered them.

“And let us consider one another in order
to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as is the
manner of some, but exhorting one
another” (Heb. 10:24-25a).

Mike Benson
Muskogee, Ok
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Remember Our Shut-Ins

Emma Jones, Lois Shaw, Novella Blake, Lena
Hunt, Randy Wilson, Bonnie Medlock, Lorene Lull,
Jennifer Lillard, Anna B. McCoy, Floretta Cockrell,
Austin Blackwell, Loretta Broadway, Bessie
Bryant, Esther Davis, Jerry Hatton, Pauline
Henderson, Ellis & Corene Julian, Ruby Low,
Ruby McFarland, Mary Pennington, Bernice
Rogers, Darrell Tarron, Nadine Vogt, Charles
Whittington
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