SouthweST church of christ
The Southwesterner
Helping People Prepare

The sea retreated on December 26, 2004 at the resort island of Phi Phi.  The suddenly exposed reefs and seafloor were so incredible that tourists came out of the hotels and curiously walked about where the ocean had been.  

Sadly, most did not read the signs; destruction and death were only minutes away.  As the seconds ticked down, chances to survive diminished until those who lingered had, unknowingly, gone beyond a point of no return.  For them, death would not be avoided.  Those who had not fled would not be swift enough to escape the wall of water roaring toward them like a runaway freight train.  Thousands would lose their lives.  

Weeks later, Jamie Austin, a geophysicist made a passionate statement while examining the effects of the tsunami that caught so many off guard on this devastated island.  He said, “These people had no warning and there is no excuse for that, no excuse.  They had no warning.  And, that’s our job.  Scientists should help people prepare.”

“These people had no warning!” 


Allow your mind to shift to another time and circumstance.  It was thousands of years earlier when God spoke of another eminent danger and another warning that needed to be sounded forth.  The warning was to come through a prophet named Ezekiel and the  danger was one that could only be survived by a spiritual response of repentance. 


To Ezekiel the word of the Lord said, “Son of man, I have appointed you a watchman to the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from My mouth, warn them from Me”(Isaiah 3:17).  


“Warn them from Me!”


Fact: God has always commissioned His people and His spokesmen to spread the warning of judgment.  When the spiritual waters recede and the signs of God’s wrath are near, God has always looked to people like us--like me--to preach the reality of judgment and the good news of escape.  


My prayer is that 2006 will be an awakening to our responsibility to point the way to safety.  May we have a passion for the lost and may it not be too late.  May we not grieve the death of the lost at their funerals when they have already been swept away into eternity.  May our passion for souls be the power behind our teaching that persuades men and women to flee the wrath to come.  May we not become bogged down by concern for buildings, church management and keeping house, but may our focus be souls, may our emphasis be upon the eternal and not the temporal, and may our resources be spent upon our unfaltering goal to execute the Great Commission of our blessed Lord.








--Floyd Kaiser

Southwest church of Christ; Ada, OK
Birthdays & Anniversaries
	10
	(A) Darrell & Cindy Geiger

	11
	Arden Coffey, Jana Stewart

	12
	Raygn Geiger, (A) Darrell & Conna Nemecek

	13
	Don Blankenship


Remember Our Shut-Ins

Lois Shaw, Novella Blake, Lena Hunt, Randy Wilson, Bonnie Medlock, Lorene Lull, Jennifer Lillard, Anna B. McCoy, Floretta Cockrell, Austin Blackwell, Loretta Broadway, Bessie Bryant, Esther Davis, Jerry Hatton, Pauline Henderson,  Delma Jones, Ellis Julian, Ruby Low, Ruby McFarland, Mary Pennington, Bernice Rogers, Darrell Tarron, Nadine Vogt,  Charles Whittington 
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PRAYERS & UPDATES

· Steve Stewart is home with pneumonia.

· Don Gollihare is having tests Thursday.

· Bill Perry had surgery last Saturday in Oklahoma City.  He is improving daily.

· Steve McWilliams has asked for prayers for him and his family.

· John Curtis, minister at the 7th and Beech congregation in Durant, is to have surgery in the near future.

· We have been asked to pray for Roy Whittington as he struggles with oral cancer.

· Continue to remember Mary Brecheen, Coni Turner and Joe & Tandy Hudson as they struggle with RSD. Susan Smith, Lynn Harbin, Gary Littleton, Ima Jean Blankenship, Annetta Gibson, Janis McNutt as they battle cancer. Lillie Ingram, Travis Wingard, Don Simpson and Fisey Jarrett as they struggle with pain. 
BREAD GROUPS

January 8th

Group # 2

Jim & Martha Begin, George & Malinda Patterson, Robert & Mary Jo Whitwell, Brent & Diana Lowe, C.J. & Linda Vires, Bart & Mary Conley, Eric & Contessa Scism, Helen Priest, Wade & Ardith Sumpter, Ken & Wanda Roper, Donna Gibson

January 15th

Group #3

Glendel & Paula Hatton, Alvin & Hazel Jamar, Elmer & Betty Gerth, Jeff & Pam Butler, Bubba & Madonna Tidwell, Jimmy & Nancy Davis, Darrell & Conna Nemecek, Leona Strong, June Dixon, Annetta Gibson, Larry & Bobby Darbison
NEWS & NOTES

Baptized: We rejoice on the decision of T.W. Estes as he put his Lord on in baptism Sunday.

Congratulations to Dusty and Clarie Dennis on the birth of a son, Tuker Kirk born Friday, December 30th.  He weighed 7 lbs and 10 ozs and was 19 3/4 in long.  He joins two sisters Macy and Kali.

Elders/Deacons meeting will be January 8th in the old kitchen at 3:30 pm.

Baby Shower: All ladies are invited to a Baby shower for Ashlee Holloway Sunday, January 8th following evening services in the fellowship building.

Monday Night for the Master will meet Monday, January 9th in the fellowship building at 6:00 p.m. Menu will be stew, soup, cornbread and desserts. 
Tuesday Morning Ladies Class will resume January 10th.

Fellowship Groups will meet January 15th.

Golden Doers will have breakfast together at the Aldridge Café Wednesday January 18th at 7:30 a.m.

New Life Behavior classes will be taught every Friday at 7:00 p.m. Anyone dealing with struggles and problems of everyday life, addictions, family hardships, uncontrollable bad habits, marriage failures, money problems, or just searching for a purpose in life, come sit in and get involved in this life changing course.  Learn why and how to use the power of God to overcome your struggles in life and find peace and happiness. Class will be taught by Ron Ingram in the old kitchen.

YOUTH & COLLEGE NEWS

Father & Son Breakfast will be Friday, January 6th in the fellowship building beginning at 6:30.

Area Wide Teen Gathering in Seminole Sunday, January 8th. Vans will be leaving at 4:15 p.m. We will eat at McDonalds in Seminole.

Winter Quest will be January 13th—15th.

Youth Devotional will be January 22nd in the high school class.

Youth/College Devotional will be January 29th at the Bible Center.

College Wednesday Snacks:  There is a sign up sheet in the foyer to help provide Wednesday night snacks for the college group for this next semester.  Please list your phone number beside your name.  If you have any questions, see Ardith Sumpter.

Riddle of the Month

Answer: Elisha the Prophet
Don’t Look Back

  We have all seen it….there is a steep ledge to climb or a swinging bridge to cross and someone says: “Don’t look down!” In the spiritual life, the cry seems to be concerned with a different direction: “Don’t look back!”

   Luke 9:62 tells us, “No man having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God” There are steep climbs and shaky bridges that come in every spiritual life. Jesus said the way that leads to life is a strait and narrow way with few that are finding it. (Matt 7:13) The original language may suggest that Jesus is saying that the way to life eternal is an established way that few can continue to follow to its conclusion. In the parable of the sower (Matt), Jesus warns of several pitfalls that lurk in the way of those that hear the word of the kingdom; lack of understanding, tribulation, persecution, cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches. Those that follow any of those things to cause them to look back will not be able to bear fruit unto perfection.

   We all remember what happened to Lot’s wife. She was on the very brink of salvation from the horrendous sinners that had surrounded her for so many years. She was about to escape the Lord’s revenge on their wickedness. Yet, she looked back. If you are a Christian, you have put off the old man of sin, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts (Eph 4:22). Don’t look back!!

                       
John Hobbs
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9th & Main church of Christ




San Angelo,  TX   

	Bible Study         255
	Wednesday PM       2331

	AM Assembly     373
	    Contribution        $ 9,262

	PM Assembly     218
	Budget                $8,700


For The Record
Sunday Sermons:

A.M.: 
“Truth and Tolerance” 
   Floyd Kaiser

P.M.:  “God’s Profile of Leadership”
   Floyd Kaiser
Sunday Scripture Reading

Psalms 25:12-22
Stringtown: 

Preaching Assignment:

Sunday, January 8th

John Ray

Wade Sumpter, Sr

Sunday, January 15th

Wade Sumpter, Jr.

Ken Roper
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	Sunday AM
	January 8th
	January 15th

	Opening Prayer
	Jack Frye
	Tommy Paul

	Scripture Reading
	Clint Bowker
	Justin Nail

	Prayer – Bread
	Jim Begin
	Jack Frye

	North 2
	Kelly Benson
	Dusty Dennis

	North 3
	Wade Sumpter 
	Caleb Estes

	North 4
	J.D. McNutt
	Terry Fulton

	Prayer – Fruit
	Larry Darbison
	Scott Stewart

	South 2
	Roy Long
	Garett Hatton

	South 3
	Jerry Miller
	Josh Nail

	South 4
	Weldon Cravey
	Gene Albright

	Alternate 1
	Eric Scism
	Gary Hamilton

	Alternate 2
	Keith Nail
	J.D. McNutt

	Balcony 1
	Cody Frye
	Tommy Myers

	Balcony 2
	Wendell Sherrell
	Paul Ballard

	Closing Prayer
	Russell Neil
	Darrell Nemecek

	Song Leader
	Scott Estes
	Richard Howard

	Bus Driver
	Greg Chilcoat
	Jade Benson

	Attendance Count
	Tommy Paul
	Russell Neill

	Usher – North
	Justice O’Neal
	Devin Cranford

	Usher – Center
	Nicky Vercelli
	Derek Cranford

	Usher – South
	Tanner Gilliam
	KerVon James

	Nursing Home 
	John Lee
	Wade Sumpter

	Nursing Home 
	Clint Bowker
	George Patterson

	Nursery Attend
	Debbie Bynum
	Denise Platt

	Sunday Night
	January 8th
	January 15th

	Bread
	Johnie Fredman
	Scott Stewart

	Fruit
	Roy Long
	Vernon Morgan

	Contribution
	Don Blankenship
	John Lee

	Opening Prayer
	Eugene Cannon
	Pete Duncan

	Closing Prayer
	Cody Frye
	Keith Nail

	Song Leader
	Richard Howard
	Raymond Johnson

	Bus Driver
	Kyle Wilson
	Keith Ailey

	Wednesday 
	January 11th
	January 18th

	Bus Driver
	Alan Simpson
	David Hendricks

	Announcements
	James Anderson
	Butch Platt

	Song Leader
	Cody Frye
	Kelley Benson

	Invitation
	Dub Borders
	Jeff Butler

	Closing Prayer
	Trevin Vass
	Dylan Hendricks


Qualifications of Elders & Deacons

Qualifications of Overseers

I Timothy 3:1-8

Blameless

Husband of one wife

Temperate

Sober-minded

Of good behavior

Hospitable

Able to teach

Not given to wine

Not violent

Not greedy for money

Gentle

Not quarrelsome

Not covetous

One who rules his own house well

Having his children in submission

Not a novice

Having a good testimony among outsiders

Qualifications of Elders

Titus 1:5-9

Blameless

Husband of one wife

Having faithful children

Not self-willed

Not quick-tempered

Not given to wine

Not violent

Not greedy for money

Hospitable

Lover of good

Sober-minded

Just

Holy

Self-controlled

Holding fast the faithful word
Qualifications of Deacons

I Timothy 3:13

Reverent

Not double-tongued

Not given to much wine

Not greedy for money

Holding the mystery of the faith with a pure conscience

Tested and found blameless

Their wives must be reverent, not slanderers, temperate, faithful in all things

Husband of one wife

Rule children and house well
