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Inside this issue: 

There are a number of expectations of 

a church:  praising the Lord, spreading 

the Gospel, and exemplifying what it 

means to be Christian.  But there is 

also a need to prepare the next genera-

tion of leaders so that the church can 

continue to prosper.  On this last front, 

First Presbyterian has had a modest 

record.  Two members—Charles E. 

(“Gene”) Hemenway and Joe Coul-

ter—left our church to attend seminary 

and eventually became ordained min-

isters.  Janne Goldbeck followed a dif-

ferent route and became a Commis-

sioned Lay Pastor.  But for a church 

over 100 years old, one might expect 

more.  Indeed, there was more, but it 

has been virtually forgotten.  In 1943, 

Oscar Donaldson, a one-time ruling 

elder of the First Presbyterian Church 

of Pocatello was ordained as a Minis-

ter of Word and Sacrament. 

   It was in Pocatello that Donaldson 

embarked on the faith journey that led 

to his ordination—yet in our histories 

of First Presbyterian, both Leigh 

Gittins and I overlooked his story.  It 

bears recounting. 

   Oscar Donaldson was born in Ken-

tucky in 1875 and moved to Pocatello 

with his family around 1920, appar-

ently from Colorado where at least one 

son, Oscar C. (“Clyde”) Donaldson, 

had been born.  The family took up 

residence at 315 N. 12th Street, and his 

wife, Sallie, soon became a communi-

cant at First Presbyterian.  Oscar and 

his boys followed.  The census of 1920 

lists Oscar as an insurance salesman; in 

the city directory for 1923 he is again 

described as a salesman, but by 1925 he 

was being called a grocer.  The 

Donaldson family was sinking roots in 

Pocatello and in the church; in 1926 

Oscar was installed as a ruling elder 

(whether he had been ordained as an 

elder in Kentucky or Colorado is not 

clear, but the wording of our church 

records would suggest as much).  To 

that point, the Donaldson story is unre-

markable, but it soon changed. 

   As members of our congregation well 

know, Amelia Frost served as a mis-

sionary on the Fort Hall Reservation 

from 1887 to 1907.  In 1899 her work 

resulted in the creation of the First 

Presbyterian Church of Fort Hall (later 

renamed the Frost Memorial Presbyte-

rian Church), and it was from that 

church in 1904 that the first $5 were 
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This year’s grant recipients for the PW Birthday Of-

fering are a home for special-needs orphans in the 

Ukraine and an El Paso, Texas, organization that re-

sponds to the needs of thousands of Mexican immi-

grant women and their children.  The group in the 

Ukraine, “His Kids, Too,” works in 21 orphanages 

reaching more than 5000 children. 

   These mission projects make up the many wonder-

ful ways we can help with our limited funds. 

   We will be serving cupcakes on April 6, giving 

each of us a chance to contribute a penny or dime for 

every year of our lives. 

   The scripture for this Birthday Offering is Isaiah 

54:7.  See the beautiful poster on the bulletin board. 

P A G E  2  

Everybody is invited to a joyful gospel sing, led by 

Harald Wyndham. You don’t need to have musical 

background, ability to read music, or even a good 

voice—just a desire to have a good time singing 

old favorite hymns. Fourth Thursday falls the 

week after Easter Sunday this month, a good time 

for rejoicing and singing. Bring your friends and 

neighbors; the more people, the better. 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach 

and admonish one another in all wisdom; and 

with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, 

and spiritual songs to God. (Colossians 3: 16) 

generation to generation means as daughter Susie 

and granddaughters are active in Christ’s work. 

Women like Barbara Dischinger who cares for her 

mother in their home, and also has a terribly im-

portant job. 

Women like Lee, who faithfully brings her grand-

children to worship and is also a senior member 

of our church. 

Women like Gracia, Lee S., and Isabel who serve 

on committees that require hard work. 

Women like Jerry Y. who display the very best ex-

ample of love. 

Women like Rosellen who lovingly cared for her 

beloved ailing spouse. 

Women who are scientists and volunteer in class-

rooms and also teach children about germs, like 

Joan. 

God lays the track and we try to stay on it, but often 

we carry each other and we need to be carried.  He 

gave us many examples in the Bible as well as in real 

life. 

   They have been such a blessing to my life as well 

as women who have gone before.  The men are great 

too! 

Sunday was our church’s celebration of the Gifts of 

Women.  Remembering the blessing women have 

been in my life caused me to compile a list of who 

these women really are to me. 

   Each of us has a story, one of people and events 

that have been a part of our faith walk. 

   Generation to generation, women try to take the 

message from these walls and the Bible and apply it 

to our daily lives and families. 

Women like Frances MacPherson who care for 

grandchildren and great grandchildren faithfully. 

Women like Lillian Smith who has cared for and 

buried both of her children to that miserable dis-

ease, M.S. 

Women who are dedicated educators and truly love 

and nurture their students, like Carole, Jane, 

Nancy, Julie, Cindi and Phyllis. 

Women like Sally, Jean and Anne who devote their 

lives to caring for our medical needs. 

Women like Candy who truly treasures her in-laws. 

Young mothers like Nancy, Lisa and Letha who 

struggle with budgets, schedules and energy lev-

els. 

Women like Millie Lowry, who truly know what 

C O M E  A N D  S E E . . .  

The Gifts of  Women 
by Leona Skaggs 

Presbyterian Women 

Come Sing for Joy! 
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the country’s Native American 

populations and to churches 

whose small size and rural loca-

tions caused them difficulty in 

attracting and keeping ministers, 

he gave up the insurance and 

grocery businesses to become a 

full-time missionary.  In 1928 he 

left Pocatello for Rapid City, 

South Dakota.  There, as a Sun-

day school missionary (like the 

Rev. Hugh Rankin who had 

helped found our own church), 

he spent the next twelve years as 

a sort of circuit rider helping 

various small churches in the 

area and their Sunday school 

programs.  He focused his work 

especially on the church at Mar-

tin, located between the Rosebud 

and Pine Ridge Sioux reserva-

tions; indeed, when he left Poca-

tello, he transferred his member-

ship to the Martin Presbyterian 

church (while other family mem-

bers transferred theirs to Rapid 

City).  Although not ordained as 

a minister, from time to time he 

served in that capacity at the 

Martin Presbyterian church and 

elsewhere in the area.  Officially, 

he retired in 1939 at age 65, but 

periodically he was called back 

into harness; he served the Mar-

tin church as acting pastor from 

1941 to 1943. 

   The climax came in October 

1943.  Martin and two churches 

yoked with it (Tuthill and Vetal) 

needed a permanent pastor, and 

by a unanimous vote Donaldson 

was called.  But there was a 

problem.  He had never attended 

seminary nor been ordained; 

still, everyone seems to have 

agreed a call should be extended 

to him.  It was, the Black Hills 

Presbytery was prevailed upon 

to approve Donaldson’s ordina-

tion, and on the October 23 he 

was ordained as a Minister of the 

Word and Sacrament and in-

stalled as pastor of the church in 

Martin (separate installations for 

Tuthill and Vetal followed). 

   The local newspaper, the Mar-

tin Messenger ,  observed, 

“Donaldson, who is 69 years old, 

is perhaps the oldest man to be 

ordained as a minister in South 

Dakota. . . .  Rev. and Mrs. 

Donaldson have many friends in 

the community who are happy 

that he is to be the permanent 

pastor of the Martin field.”  He 

would serve there until Septem-

ber 1945 and is fondly remem-

bered by old-timers. 

   In September 1945, at age 70, 

Donaldson returned to Eastern 

Idaho to take up the ministry of 

the church in Ririe.  He later 

moved to Keystone, Nebraska, 

although whether or not he 

served a church there is not 

clear. 

   In May 1950, Donaldson, now 

75 years old, returned to Martin 

for the dedication of the new 

Presbyterian church building, 

fund raising for which had begun 

during his earlier service there.  

As key parts of the celebration, 

Donaldson gave a brief history 

of the church and preached the 

dedicatory sermon. 

What a long and interest-

ing career!  And it all began at 

the First Presbyterian Church of 

Pocatello and, through it, the 

church Amelia Frost helped es-

tablish at Fort Hall.  Praise the 

Lord! 

donated for the construction of 

our initial church building. 

   After Amelia Frost left be-

cause of ill health to return to 

New York, the Fort Hall church 

struggled.  Repeatedly it got fi-

nancial support from the Board 

of National Missions.  The Rev. 

James Hayes and others from the 

Nez Perce Reservation served 

the congregation on an occa-

sional basis, and ministers from 

Pocatello churches seem to have 

done the same—but there was no 

resident minister.  The Rev. 

James Dickson, ordained in 1908 

and like Hayes a Nez Perce 

trained in the McBeth sisters’ 

program at Lapwai, served the 

church briefly before departing 

for the Jicarillo Apache Reserva-

tion in New Mexico and then the 

Presbyterian church on the Uma-

tilla Reservation in Oregon. 

   In November of 1910, the Rev. 

Henry N. Wagner arrived to take 

over the Fort Hall church.  Noth-

ing is known of his background, 

but it seems certain he was not 

Native American.  When Wag-

ner left, the church struggled 

once more.  The Rev. G. Wil-

liam Barnum, minister of Poca-

tello’s First Presbyterian from 

1923 to 1930, and members of 

his congregation were concerned 

about the Fort Hall church.  Re-

sponding, Oscar Donaldson 

stepped forward, and from No-

vember 1924 to June of 1927 

served as its “Superintendent.” 

   Donaldson’s experience at Fort 

Hall changed his life.  Recogniz-

ing the great need for ministry to 
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Aid for Friends invites all the 

great cooks of the First Presbyte-

rian Church to enter their com-

petition for the second annual 

Chili Cook Off competition.    It 

will be: 

 

 April 25, 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm 

 ISU College of Technology 

Culinary Arts Cafeteria 

 Roy F. Christensen Building, 

ISU Campus 

 

The winner will receive a Gift 

Basket from Jodi Henley Bas-

kets and the Honorable Travel-

ing Spoon Award. 

   Lowe’s, last years winner, is 

geared up to defend their 2008 

title.  Let’s spoil their plans! 

   Entry forms are available from 

Jeanne Drais and Mary Cox. 

   Tickets are now on sale for 

those who would like to come 

for a meal and join in the fun.  

Salad, cornbread, and dessert 

will be served in addition to 

chili. 

   Family Pass $20 

   Individual Pass $5 

   See Jeanne or Mary. 

 

   There will also be raffle tickets 

on sale for some wonderful gift 

items.  Not sure we want to sell 

the tickets to Leona Skaggs--she 

was the grand winner at the Soda 

Springs church’s Thanksgiving 

raffle and almost won enough 

items to fill her car!   

Highlights of  the February 24 

Session Meeting 
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Please consider joining a team sponsored by the First Presbyterian 

Church for July 10th-July 11th Relay for Life walk. This is a very fun 

event that includes walking, talking, eating, visiting, entertainment in 

abundance; making new friends and restoring old friendships. It’s 

about love and support for Cancer Survivors and their families; as 

well as support for those we’ve lost and giving support for those go-

ing thru a current cancer experience. Anyone interested in being on 

the team should contact Trudee at tjml@cableone.net. 

C O M E  A N D  S E E . . .  

Hot Chili Day 
Cook Off 

 The pastor’s request to baptize Roy Gene Bailey on Sunday, 

March 1, 2009 was approved. 

 The Seder Dinner subcommittee of the Fellowship Committee 

received approval to charge for the meal as a fundraiser for the 

Idaho Food Bank. 

 The Memorial & Endowment Committee received approval to 

purchase stackable bread trays, 2 bases and two covers, a silver 

communion chalice and reserved signs for use at funerals and 

other special services. 

 Session endorsed Melissa Norton as First Presbyterian’s represen-

tative to the emerging Southeast Idaho Chapter of the Idaho Inter-

faith Roundtable. 

 The pastor’s performance appraisal was discussed and changes to 

her terms of call were accepted by session for presentation to the 

congregation in April. 

Relay for Life 
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Come and see what the Lord is doing! 
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Visit us on the web at 
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