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Inside this issue: 

The Portneuf Valley Interfaith Fellow-

ship is going to the Pocatello City 

Council October 16 to request the use 

of Caldwell Park for the second annual 

homeless encampment on December 6, 

2008.  An interfaith committee has 

been formed to coordinate this event.  

You will be receiving more informa-

tion on this later.  

  

You are encouraged to join us.  To 

prepare for this event you need to 

bring:  

 2 wool hats, or a wool hat and 

jacket with a hood  

 Mitten or gloves  

 2 pairs of wool socks  

 Heavy duty, cold weather sleeping 

bag  

 Ground insulating sleeping pad  

 Wool pants, shirts, blankets  

  

But this is just the minimum required 

equipment people need to have. 

 

If not joining us, please try to drive by 

sometime between 10am Saturday to 

10am Sunday and wave "Hi" to the 

brave souls participating in this event.  
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Advent celebrates beginnings—a new 

beginning for the church year and for 

our hearts, minds, spirits (and bodies, 

too).  It is a season of hope and antici-

pation, as we wait like all people wait 

before a child is to be born.  You are 

invited to come join in a time of prepa-

ration for welcoming God’s Light into 

a dark world.  We will slow down for 

a little space, in the midst of the holiday 

bustle, and reflect on the true meaning 

of this season, through quiet personal 

moments and through discussion.  Eve-

ryone is welcome; you don’t have to 

commit to every Sunday.  Just come as 

often as you can, and rest in waiting for 

the Lord. 

 

Homeless Encampment 2008  

A Time for Preparation 
Each Sunday of Advent 
9:30am 

Come and See... 

Points of Interest: 
 

 November 2 — Daylight Sav-

ing Time Ends.  Set your 
clocks back one hour. 

 November 6 — Taizé at 
7:00PM 

 
 
 
We would like to make sure we 
have a complete list of those who 
have served in the Armed Ser-
vices.  Please contact Gerald in 
the office if you have served. 



Now, before you are plunged 

into the holiday season, is a good 

time to begin thinking about how 

you will celebrate Advent this 

year.  For Christians, these four 

weeks leading up to Christmas 

have traditionally been a time of 

quiet reflection in which to pre-

pare our hearts again for Christ’s 

coming and a time of joyous an-

ticipation of God’s Light enter-

ing a dark world.  This time can 

be used for centering, for focus-

ing on the real meaning of this 

season, for special moments with 

family; it can be an escape, even 

if it’s brief, from the hectic pace 

of the secular holiday season.  

So, what will you do this year to 

get ready?  Here’s a list of sug-

gestions to start you thinking—

maybe one or two of these will 

appeal to you.  Add your own. 

 Pick up a devotional booklet 

from the table at the back of 

the sanctuary and use it for 

personal daily devotions.  

(These will be available on 

November 30.)  Some of 

them are suitable for family 

use; start or continue an Ad-

vent tradition of family de-

votional time. 

 Do some special Advent 

reading.  Beginning on No-

vember 30, the New Books 

table will feature books espe-

cially suited for this season. 

 Make a home Advent wreath 

and make a ceremony of 

lighting the candles each 

week, exploring what each 

candle represents for this 

season. 

 Set up an Advent calendar 

P A G E  2  

Melissa Norton had a preaching 

gig at the Soda Springs church 

on Sunday 12 October, and 

learned that their annual Christ-

mas bazaar is coming up on Sat-

urday 1 November.  They are 

raffling off a hand made quilt 

(brick pattern) and a giant 

Christmas basket.  She brought 

back raffle tickets to sell:  1 for 

$1 or 6 for $5.  See her after 

church to buy tickets!  And if 

you're interested in attending the 

bazaar, it will be held at 10:30 

Saturday morning, with a 

scrumptious turkey dinner to fol-

low at 11:30 for the price of $8.  

The church is located at 109 

South First East in Soda Springs.  

Please consider supporting a fel-

low church in our Presbytery! 

This month’s new book is Amaz-

ing Grace by Kathleen Norris.  

When Norris returned to the 

Christian church after she had 

been away many years, she 

struggled with the church lan-

guage.  It seemed alien; she calls 

it “scary vocabulary,” whose 

meaning was difficult to under-

stand and sometimes intimidat-

ing.  In this book, Norris returns 

to those “scary words,” like 

“incarnation” and “repentance.”  

Each chapter takes up one word 

and explores it through story, 

memoir, history and theology.  

This is a wonderful book for en-

countering the traditional lan-

guage of our faith in a clear and 

engaging way—whether you are 

new to the “scary vocabulary” or 

returning to get a deeper sense of 

it.  And, since each chapter deals 

with a different word, you can 

read it in manageable sections, at 

your own pace. 

C O M E  A N D  S E E . . .  

New Book! 

and make a daily event of 

opening the door for that day. 

 Attend Time to Prepare on 

Sunday mornings during Ad-

vent.  This will offer both 

quiet reflection on and dis-

cussion of the meaning of the 

season. 

 Attend Sunday morning wor-

ship regularly during the Ad-

vent and Christmas seasons. 

Let Them Eat Pie! Get Ready for Advent! 

We’ve baked cakes, we’ve gorged 

on chocolate, we’ve scarfed-up 

homemade ice cream and now 

LET US EAT PIE.   Fellowship 

Committee is sponsoring a pie 

baking/eating extravaganza im-

mediately following worship on 

November 16th.  So don your 

aprons, dig out your pie plates, 

dust off your rolling pin and let’s 

eat pie.  Any and all worshipers 

are encouraged to participate and 

we will award one kid’s prize and 

one adult prize.  If you haven’t 

baked lately, or don’t think you 

can, then invite “ Mrs. Smith” or 

“Marie Callendar” to do your 

baking for you.  Let’s just all get 

together and EAT SOME PIE!!!!! 

Fund Raiser 





Two friends were walking through the desert.  During some point of the journey, they had an argument, 

and one friend slapped the other one in the face. The one who got slapped was hurt, but without saying 

anything, he wrote in the sand: Today my best friend slapped me in the face. 

 

They kept on walking, until they found an oasis, where they decided to take a bath.  The one who had 

been slapped got stuck in the mire and started drowning, but his friend saved him.  After he recovered 

from the near drowning, he wrote on a stone: Today my best friend saved my life. 

 

The friend, who had slapped and saved his best friend, asked him, “After I hurt you, you wrote in the 

sand, and now, you write on a stone. Why?” 

 

The other friend replied: “When someone hurts us, we should write it down in sand, where the winds of forgive-

ness can erase it away, but when someone does something good for us, we must engrave it in stone where no 

wind can ever erase it.”  

 

Like the slapped friend, we should know the joy and discipline of writing our hurts in the sand and carving our 

blessings in stone. 
 

A Tale for Thanksgiving 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

202 S. Seventh Avenue 
PO Box 4488 
Pocatello, Idaho  83205 

Phone: (208) 232-3439 
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Come and see what the Lord is doing! 
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