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Parenting Classes to be Offered

Why is it that the most important job
in the world comes with no training or
training manual? Being a parent is the
most valuable job in the world with
undoubtedly the most hurdles to cross.
What strategies do parents use when
challenges arise and decisions are to
be made? Parents may use techniques
their own parents used, even though
they did not enjoy being raised that
way themselves. Today’s society with
T.V., video games, fashions, drugs,
cell phones, etc. has made a parent’s
job even more challenging.

First Presbyterian Church will be of-
fering parenting classes for any inter-
ested parents in the community based

Choir is Starting

Sing to the Lord!! We are looking for
people who love to sing, who want to
serve their Lord in this church and to
help to lead our services in a very im-
portant way. Come and sing with the
choir if you are one of these people.
We meet from 8 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
each week. We sing for each Sunday
service starting on September 7. Yes,

on the STEP materials. STEP is Sys-
tematic Training for Effective Parent-
ing. Nine lessons will be presented to
include the following topics:
*Understanding children’s behavior
and misbehavior

*Understanding more about your child
and yourself as a parent
*Encouragement: Building your child’s
confidence and feelings of worth

*How to listen to your child
*Exploring alternatives and expressing
your ideas and feelings to children
*Natural and logical consequences: a
method of discipline that develops re-
sponsibility

Continued on page 3

it is a big commitment, but we have
enjoyed getting together and provide a
much needed service for our church.

Come and join us! Call Joyce Weaver
at 478-2170 or Gerry Hughes at church
at 232-3439 to let us know to have mu-
sic for you.
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New Books!

Two new books again this
month! The first is another vol-
ume in N.T. Wright’s series The
New Testament for Everyone.
We now have Mark for Every-
one. Beginning in Advent, the
Sunday Gospel readings will be
taken mainly from Mark. This
new book will give you a good
start on understanding the Sun-
day readings more deeply. This
book will be a good resource,
too, for anyone planning on at-
tending the Bible study with
David Bales coming up this
month.

The second book is The Spirit of
the Disciplines: Understanding
How God Changes Lives by
Dallas Willard. Willard writes
of the spiritual disciplines as a
way of living the kind of life Je-
sus led. He explains, “The Spirit
of the Disciplines is nothing but
the love of Jesus with its resolute
will to be like him whom we
love.” This is a book to read
slowly and reflectively; it could
have transformative effects on
your spiritual growth.

Bible Study on the Book of Mark

led by the Rev. David Bales
Saturday, September 20

This month you have the oppor-
tunity for in-depth study of the
gospel of Mark with Rev. David
Bales from Ontario, Oregon.
Rev. Bales has now retired after
thirty-three years of active ser-
vice as a Presbyterian minister.
He is a biblical scholar and pub-
lished writer of numerous arti-
cles and two books, and has
written extensively for Stephen
Ministries. He is a fine teacher,
as well, leading students in his
Bible studies to a fuller under-
standing of biblical text and

helping them see how that text
can speak to their own situations.
His study of Mark is something
you won’t want to miss.

The workshop will be held dur-
ing the morning and part of the
afternoon; lunch will be pro-
vided. Child care can be avail-
able; just indicate that you will
need it when you sign up. There
will be a sign-up sheet on the
kiosk. Put your name on the list
soon—make sure you get a spot!

COME AND SEE...

Fourth Thursday,
September 24,
7:00PM

This month’s Fourth Thursday
will be led by Jeffrey Joe. Jef-
frey attended leadership training
this summer sponsored by Bread
for the World. Perhaps you read
the article in last month’s Come
and See about his training. Now
come and hear about hunger is-
sues, why Christians especially
should address these issues and
how we can begin to do so. If
you believe God is calling you to
act in compassion towards a hun-
gry world, you will definitely
want to attend this event.

Knitters, Crocheters,
and Wannabees

If you knit, crochet, or want to
learn, the Presbyterian Women
could use your skills. On-going
mission projects include baby
hats, cancer patient caps, and
scarves for Aid for Friends.
Thanks to Susie and Ray Carter,
there is an amazing box of vari-
ous yarns in the Christian Educa-
tion office to be used for these
projects. Patterns are available
from Beth Downing, Joan
McCune, or you may even use
your own patterns. Thank-you
for giving your time to these
much needed projects.
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Parenting Classes

Continued from page 1

*Applying natural and logical
consequences to other concerns
*Family Meetings

*Developing confidence and us-
ing your potential

A Parent’s Handbook will be
available, and babysitting will be
provided for a small fee. The
discussions will be facilitated by
Jane Wyndham who has taught
elementary school for 27 years.
These Thursday evening meet-
ings will begin September 11™ at
6:30 to 7:30. If you are inter-
ested in the joining the first ses-
sion, please call Jane at 775-
3216 or the church office at 232-
3439.

Stewardship
Dinner
September 28th

As Fall approaches with the
promise of all its beauty and
bounty, it is time for those of us
who enjoy worship and fellow-
ship at First Presbyterian to come
together at the Annual Steward-
ship Dinner to be held on Septem-
ber 28" immediately following
worship. The congregation will
provide potluck salads and des-
serts, and the committee will pre-
pare a delicious main course and
potatoes (Salmon if the fishing
has been good in Alaska) We
encourage everyone to join to-
gether on this special Sunday as
we share a sumptuous meal and
plan for the future of our church.

(A-O salads) (P-Z desserts)

Practicing the Presence of God
Monthly suggestions for ways to stay aware of God in your daily life

Suggestion #12

How many tasks do you perform
in a day? Probably, you would-
n’t even begin to be able to
count them all. But most of the
time it’s not too hard to know
when you’ve finished with one
and are going on to the next.
(Even if you only accomplish
part of a task, you are aware
when you set it aside to work at
another one.) So, as you move
through your busy day, as you
begin each new task, take just a

moment to offer it to God, ask-
ing God’s guidance as you work,
and asking that what you do—
even if it’s cleaning the sink or
washing the dog—may be done
in God’s will and to God’s glory.
This can give you courage for
difficult tasks and make mun-
dane ones more meaningful.
God is always present; we just
need to remember that.

This is the last Practicing the
Presence of God article. You
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Year-to-date
Financial Results
as of June 30

Total Receipts $99,120.61
Total Expenses $89,360.95
Net Income $9,759.66
Designated Gifts $983.24
Overall Gain $10,742.90

At its July 22 meeting session
adopted the following as the
vision statement for First
Presbyterian Church of Poca-
tello.

The congregation of First Pres-
byterian Church of Pocatello is
a community of faith where
people strive to live in Christ's
image, growing in discipleship
and providing service to others.

have read a full year of them and
perhaps have found some prac-
tices that work for you. If you
wish to have a deeper awareness
of God in your life, the next
thing to do is read The Practice
of the Presence of God by
Brother Lawrence, a seventeenth
-century monk. It will be com-
ing soon to the church library,
or, if you would like your own
copy, it is easily available from
Amazon or Alibris websites.
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Presbyterian Womenf6s 2009 Yard S

As church activities gear up for the 2008-2009 Sunday School year, rooms are being assigned and organ-
ized to accommodate the many classes and levels. How very fortunate we are to be able to learn more
about our faith and how to bring glory to God through these valuable learning times! And how very
blessed we are to have members willing to provide the leadership to teach these classes, as well as have
workers to ready the classrooms!

You may be asking, “What does this have to do with the annual yard sale?” Well, the need for classrooms
has required that we no longer store yard sale items at the church. Many contributors have enjoyed the
psychological freedom of removing items from their home. It gives us a sense of really cleaning and
moving on. The PW realizes many people may take items to Goodwill, DI, etc. if they can no longer drop
them off in “The Room.” We would like to encourage you to designate a cubbyhole of your own home or
garage to store these items until next June. PW will even be giving you an incentive in September to help
accomplish this goal.

If a need comes up for you to remove larger items from your home, PW will try to find a location for
these items. Be sure to seek and receive your incentive in September!



