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How much do you emember aboutyour onfirmation day? Do you emember if it was hotor wld
outside? Wha was served for lunch? Who dl came to supportyou on your pecial day when you
made pulic affirmation of your ow fath as you kecame an adult member of your mngregaion?
| can’t remember as many ddails as | would like, butsome thingsdo gick outin my mind. At church,
all of usconfirmandswore cream-colored gowns had our pctures taken, and hed to kneel before the
pastor as heplaced his handson our leads and asked God for he gift of the Holy Spirit to bestirred up
within us | aso remember that | had been thefirst confirmand o invite Pastor Scot over for lunch, ©
my hou® was thefirst one hestopped to visit. | remember my mom made a pecial cake with my
confirmation verse written in red froging on t. And there were plenty of rdatives who came and
shared this specia day with me. | dso remember usgng the gifts of money | received to buy aSony
Discman, which gppaently was WAAY COOL back in theday. If only they would have had iPods
back then...

Some of usmight have better memories aboutour mnfirmation day than others, yet what hgopened
as aresult of our keing anfirmed is the same for dl of us In our @nfirmation, we assumed agreater
responsbility in the life of our Chrstian community and its mission in theworld. We became
confirmed members of our @ngregation, dle to vote and srve and help othersin their walk of faith
with Jesus

Both in the old red hymnd (Service Book and Hymnal) and in the green hymrmal (Lutheran Book of
Worghip), those who ae bang onfirmed are asked to make some promses before God and the
congregaion.

The promses in the old red hymnd read &s follows: “Do you pronise to abide in this Faith and in the
covenant of your batism, and @& a member of the Churd to be diligent in the use of the Means of
Grace and in prayer?” Many of you eplied with these words “1 do, by te help of God.”

For thos of us(induding ne) who were confirmed usng the green hynmal, we were asked these
guestions

Do you ntend o continue in the covenant God made with you h Holy Baptism:

I to live among God’s faithful people,

1 to hear his Word and share in his supper,

I to praclaim thegood rews of God in Christ through vord and deed,

1 to serve dl people, following the example of our Lord Jsus,

1 and o drive for jugice and pece in dl the earth?

The responseto this much longe and nore involved promseis, “I do, and | ask God © hdp and
guide me.”

How have you keen ddang in holding up your ad of the promise that you mede at your onfirmation?
God ha been hdping you, béssing you with life, ime, talents, and resources. Hopefully you've been
hdping God and the mission of Chiist’s church in big and snall ways ever snce you sid, “l do.”
Jordyn Beglund, BrookeKngpp, axd Shania Knagpp ae to be confirmed this month on April 19. As
they make pubic affirmation of heir faith in worship and sy, “I do,” to these pronises, remember the
same promse that you mede on your onfirmation da, and live it outevery day. It's God’s work, our
hands ~—~Pastor Justin



March 2009 Guncil Meeting

The March 12 council meeting was called to order by President Rod Doolittle at 6:40
P.M. Pagor Wiese and all council members were present. Marlin read the minutes from
the February 5" council meeting. Kelley presented the treasurer’sreport. The total
income for February was $3,978.42. Tie ending balance for Feb. was $20,672.07.
March 19" Pagor will go to Operation Idea at First Lutheran in Lincoln. April 20" will
be a leader ship meeting at Midland Lutheran in Fremont. April 27th-28th he will go ©
First Call Theological Education in Linwood, Ne.

Committee Reports
Education- New materials have been selected for Sunday School. The program will start
in May.
Old Business
Item 2 in the bylaws needs to be iminated because it conflicts with the constitution.
C8.02c gates that voting member s are confirmed members and are able to vate on
anything.

Judy made a motion to continue the process of purchasng a wall hanging photo album..
The council agreed that it should be placed on the south wall at the rear of the church.
We need to slect a gyle and sze, and decide what price range

Betty and Kelley updated the exemption form for non profit corporations. The form is
ready to be sent in.  The March 5" cooper ative meeting was not very encouraging. We
will haveto wait to see what Stanton and Pilger want to do. We found the church’s
guidelines for church weddings We decided to raise the price for a church wedding to
$100 ard leavethe other rates the same. We discussed premarital counseling classes.
Pagor hasrequested all couplesto worship in a church four weeksin a row before their
weddings Thiswould encouragethem to grow in their faith towards God, the church,
and in one another. Confirmation students have raised more then $800 br the camp fund
so far.

New Business

A request was made to move worship for 10.00 onConfirmation Sunday. We agreed for
simplicity and less confusion, that worship time should stay asconsistent aspossible so
worship time will remain at 9:00 that Sunday. We set highway deanup for April 15" at
5:30. Therain date will be April 22d.  We discussed policy for offeringsat special and
ecumenical services. We agreed that we should take offeringsthat would be used in the
community so all denominations would be willing to give. We st blue jean Sunday for
April 261, after church with a pot luck dinner afterwards. Our next quarterly meeting
will be March 29 after church. At the quarterly meeting we will discuss the wall photo
album, coop ministry, the constitution changes. March 20", 21, and 22 will be a
meeting a Christ The Servant called “BridgeBuilders.” Thisisa training dassto help
people build and strengthen relationships.

ecBetary Marlin Kaser



Pease remember in your prayers, prayers of hedling for Linda
Nelson (Jolene Ziebdl’'s sep-sister), Deb Cover,
Marjorie Field, Sandy uinge(Jillian Wiese's aunt), Delores

Wy (g Hanke, Jake Meier (Rod Meier's dad), Walt Kaser, Joe Korth,
-y Glenn Wedekind, Sandy Leutkenhaus and dl those in ne=d of
) 'j"‘ﬁ“f:f’r‘;éf‘ God's hedling touch.
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Also, we pray for safe journeys to Heather Cross who isin Denmark, completing he last
semester of sudies there as aforeign exchange sudent.
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On April 12, 2009, the Evangelical Lutheran
Churc h in America will
discontinue produ ction of new progr ams for its radio ministry, but we
will continue to make past progr ams available at http://
www.gracematters.org.

Whether you are new to Grace Matters or have been a long-time
faithful listener, we hope you will continue to visit this website to
listen to progra ms online, dow nload progra ms to your comput er or MP3
player, or receive the podcast. You may also borrow Grace Matters CDs
from Immanuel's library. Please leave a note indicating the original
air dates of the CD that you have borrow ed.

Grace Matters has interviewed many compelling guests over the years,
such as broadcaster Charles Osgood, Pampered Chef CEO Doris
Christopher, and Musician Peter Mayer. These progra ms, and all

progra ms since 2005, are available for you to listen to and share. We
hope these messages will bring you inspiration and peace.

Thank you to everyone at Immanuel who helped support this ministry
over the past 3+ years. We will be exploring new opport unities to
make adult Christian education available on Sunday morni ngs



HAPPY BIRTHDAY THIS -

MONTH TO:
Immanuel's
April 1 Laura Doolittle FINANCIAL
April 10 Bob Bals HEALTH
April 11 Sandy Leutkenhaus
April 19 John Witman Offerings for February 2009
April 20 John Rnek
April 27 Marie Duby Offerings — General Misc. Income
April 28 Adam Flaugh 2-1-09 $944.50 $12.00
2-8-09 $802.00 $154.00
HAPPY ANNIVERSAY THIS 5 1509 $943.00 $47.50
MONTH TO:
April 3 Keith & LindaRabe 2-2209  $860.00 $189.75
April 3 Paul & Patty Renne Totals
April 4 Allen & Edie Maas $3549.50 $403.25
April 26 Jod & Paul Biehle

. _ _ Statement of Funds
**| f your birthday or wedding anniversay General Fund

Is notlisted, pleaselet us knowso we can
changeourrecords. For accuracy in our
church records, we need the full dae of
birth or anniversay.

As of February 28, 2009

Genea Offering $3549.50
Misaellaneousinc. $ 403.25

Monthly Expenses $5487.00
Balance 2-28-09 $20,672.07
Other Accounts
x Camp Fund $ 897.83
. e Building Fund $6451.04
T A= Organ Fund $ 361.47
/VW& R = Memorials $3474.64
I oy commanmenta.

Total Cash in Bank $31,495.68




APRIL 2009
Worship Assistants

Apil 5 2009 PALM SUNDAY

9:00am LBW WORSHIP W/ HOLY COMMUNION

Greeters: Verl & Harriett Nahrstedt Worship Assistant: Shania Knapp
Organist: Iris Doolittle Altar Care Set-up: Melody Knapp
Usher:  Betty Cross Fellowship treats: WELCA

Apil 12 2009 EASTER SUNDAY

9:00am LBW Worship w/ Holy Communion

Greeters: Donna Mavis Worship Assistant: Shania Knapp
Organist: Jolene Ziebell Fellowship treats: Cleaning Com.
Usher:  Betty Cross Altar Care Setup: Melody Knapp

April 19 2009 CONFI MATI ON SUNDAY

9:00am Worship

Greeters: Wayne & Betty Cross Worship Assistant: Shania Knapp
Organist: Jillian Wiese Altar Care Set-up: Melody Knapp
Usher: Betty Cross Fellowship treats: Altar Care Team

Apxil 26, 2009 The3™ Surdlay d Eadea

9:00am LBW Worship

Greeters: Tamie & Judy Worship Assistant: Shania Knapp
Organist: Bonnie Gall Fellowship treats: Cleaning Com.
Usher: Betty Cross

April Cleaning Committee: Elmer & Deanna Choutka & Jod Lapour

May Cleaning Committee:. Wayne & Betty Cross



The Economy and Our Faith tetter from the bishop

“MWot that | am referring fo being in
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: he econamic upheaval of the past month has been very

difficult. The markel bwmoil and uncertamby has lelt many
shaken, riddled with anxiely and leas. Fesling out of control
has replaced a senss ol salety lor sorme, and warry has escalaled
for athars. In the midst of limes sueh as this, we must ask are we
any different than athers because of our laith! Doss cur faith
shape cur responss bo these challenges?

Fleass allow me to make some skrasght boeward laith statarmenls
in the lace of such lears:

® Ohur security has never been lied bo this world. We are a
people af God's kingdom who brust in the power of the cross, the
amazing grace of eur Creator, and the encouragerment of God's
ever-present Spirt. We do not place our confidence in things of this
world, Jesus spoke clearly: “Sore up for yourselves Ireasures in
heaven, where nedher moth nor rust conswumes and whess thieves

do not break in and sbeal” {Matthaw &:200
are we any different than
others because of our faith?

®0l of il = & git received. Daly we recognize our
vulnesability and cur fragile rature, “From dust we came, to dust
we rebwrn” Therelore we cherish the goodness of living in the midst
of all circumstances. We aka recagnize Gad's pr\cﬂuurd care over
all o lite: !
[anm: H- ﬂ] Lide is nutapmbli:rnl:n be solvad, but 8 mystery bo ke
embraced and aflirmed.
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# Christian insight gives perspective. These are tough financial
times, but as fallowers of Jesus we see the averall picture. When
& Tanzanian exchange pastor arrived in Kimball, she heasd of the
sevare seven year drought in thal part ol the state and ol its
devastation. She responded with ermgathy. "Lk .'t'f.. \.-.1.
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meaning lo, she olfered perspective which gave rise 1o a new resity

so sarrg) Tel me, how far do pou have to walk far s

and a genuine grafituds.

® Hard times have the sbility to sensilize s fo our shared
humanity. Somelimes we become insulsted o the vulnerabdity
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and challenges others live with day alter day. This may be & time
ol unique possbdty because so many are desperately hurting and
nead the respanss of others, Will they become the face of God for
us lo sarve and 1o care lar? |t is during swch times that the poorest
ol the paar hurt ever mare, Will we respond to Jesus challenge 1o
care beyond aursehes?

God’s kind care will
not abandon us.

® [aithlul stewardship is always an expression of our respense to
the Grace of God. We racognize with clarity that we awn nathing,
but |:|r||:,.-hn|da5mmg=r=a|luf§ud:gﬂ: Hrhat .
wetedwith! While # may be that :.l.rph::hurlngwi"
riot be possible, will sscrificial sharing be given! Rather than giving
freem leltovers” ke God's purposes, we need to make choces that
express what is genuinely important fo us, Wil we live love with the
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grace and courage of Jesus?

® Becawe priorties are re-awakened, the Church has besn
sirang threugh the hardest of times. In limes af challengs, questions
ol whal is genuinely important inlarm cur lives. Pesipharal mattars
becarne just that as we sirive bo lve Faithfully.

Gods kind care will not abandon us. Mo is our cdhng to be .:||:|D|.|1

mizsson and minisiry lessened. e sre 8 servant people siriving |
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shine the fabl of Christs

,
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our apparlunity 1o truly be
& dilferent peagle .. Gods
people!

May God bless you and
use you as you respond
te Gods goodness and
ods calng,

Blessings!

Bishop David deFraese

Youar Mebrasks Lutheran  Winder 2008 5



Daily Bible Readings—April 1 through April 30, 2009 Year B]
Reprinted from Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings, ©2005 nsultation
on Common Texts (CCT).

Note: Readingson Monday, April 6, through Saturday, April 11, are Holy Week readingsthat are specific to that
day. For all other readings readingson Monday through Wednesday reflect on the readings heard in church the
previous Sunday; readings Thursday through Saturday reflect on the readingsthat will be heard in church the
coming Sunday.

Wed. 1- Haggad 2:1-9, 2023; John 12:34-50; Psam 119:9-16

Thur. 2- Deuteronomy 16:1-8; Philippians 2:1-11; Psaim 118:1-2, 1929
Fri. 3- Jeremiah 33:1-9; Philippians 2:12-18; Psam 118:1-2, 1929

Sat. 4- Jeremiah 33:10-16; Mark 10:32-34, 4652; Psam 118:1-2, 1929
Sun. 5-lsaiah 50:4-9; Psam 31:9-16; Philippians 25-11; Mark 14:1-1547
Mon. 6-Isaiah 42:1-9; Psam 36:5-11; Hebrews 9:11-15; John 12:1-11
Tues. 7-1saiah 49:1-7; Psam 71:1-14; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; John 12:20-36
Wed. 8- Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psam 70; Hebrews 121-3; John 13:21-32

Thur. 9- Exodus 121-14; Psdm 116:1-2, 12419; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; John 13:1-
17, 3135

Fri. 10-Isaiah 52:13-5312; Psam 22; Hebrews 10:16-25; John 18:1-1942
Sat. 11- Job 14:1-14; Psaim 31:1-4, 1516; 1 Pder 4:1-8; Matthew 27:57-66
Sun. 12-Acts 10:3443; Psam 118:1-2, 1424; 1 Corinthians 151-11; John 20:1-18
Mon. 13-Genesis 1:1-19; 1 Corinthians 153549; Psdm 118:1-2, 1424
Tues. 14-Genesis 120-24a; 1 Corinthians 155058; Psdm 118:1-2, 1424
Wed. 15- Song of Solomon 3:1-11; Mark 16:1-8; Psam 118:1-2, 1424
Thur. 16-Daniel 1:1-21; Acts 2:4247; Psalm 133

Fri. 17-Daniel 2:1-23; Acts 423-31; Psaim 133

Sat. 18-Dani€l 2:24-49; John 12:44-50; Psam 133

Sun. 19-Acts 4:32-35; Psam 133;1 Jchn 1:1-2:2; John 20:19-31

Mon. 20-Daniel 3:1-30; 1 Jchn 2:3-11; Psam 135

Tues. 21-Danidl 6:1-28; 1 Jahn 2:12-17; Psam 135

Wed. 22-Isaiah 26:1-15; Mark 12:18-27; Psdm 135

Thur. 23-Danidl 9:1-19; 1 Jom 2:18-25; Psam 4

Fri. 24-Daniel 10:2-19; 1 John 2:26-28; Psdm 4

Sat. 25-Acts 3:1-10; Luke 22:24-30; Psaln 4

Sun. 26-Acts 3:12-19; Psam 4; 1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48

Mon. 27-Jeremiah 30:1-11a; 1 John 3:10-16; Psdm 150

Tues. 28-Hosea 5:15-656; 2 Jom 1-6; Psdm 150

Wed. 29-Proverbs 9:1-6; Mark 16:9-18; Psdm 150

Thurs. 30- Genesis 302543; Acts 3:17-26; Psaim 23



APRIL 2009

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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8:00 AM Choir Practice 6:00 PM Premarital 10:00 AM Cluster  5:00 PM
8:30 AM Grace Matters Meeting with Jolene Text Study @ Confirmation Class
9:00 AM Worship & Graig Immanuel-Zion/rural @ Immanuel
10:00 AM Quarterly Meeting Albion 6:30 PM Lenten
& Fellowship 1:45 PM Bible Midweek Supper @
3:00 PM Pilger/Stanton Study @ Immanuel
Confirmation @ Pilger Countryside Home  7:15 PM Lenten
Midweek Worship
@ Immanuel
5 6 7 8 9 10 1
12:30 PM Pastor to
i [[1HIE Lead Hymn Sing-a- |
= - long @ Senior ) /Zjl
{q %‘fﬁ;:;um&n' Center
Palm Sunday 3:30 PM Pastor to Maundy Thursday Good Friday
8:00 AM Choir Practice lead Hymn Sing @ 7:30 PM Maundy  6:00 PM Good
8:30 AM Grace Matters Countryside Home Thursday Worship  Friday Worship @
9:00 AM Worship @ Immanuel St. Luke's/Stanton
10:00 AM Fellowship 7:30 PM Good
10:15 AM Youth Sunday Friday Worship @
School Immanuel/Madison
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
10:00 AM Cluster 12:30 PM
D vviveedion Text Study @ e B Premarital
' SLNDAY Immanuel/Madison M= <t . Counseling with
R W, T T Shelby & Rick i e,
1 COTRCTE. MEETENG . A AULEreRe
Easter Sunday 2:00 PM WELCA  6:30 PM Immanuel (Tentative) 200 pM Wedding
7:00 AM Madison All- Afternoon Circle Council Meeting 5:00 PM Wedding  of jolene Lapour
Community Sunrise Service @ Meeting Rehearsal @ Trinity ang Graig Jensen
Trinity United Methodist Church 5:30 PM Highway United Methodist @ Trinity Methodist,
8:30 AM The Last Grace Clean-Up: Meet at Pastor Justin
Matters Pizza Hut Parking officiating
9:00 AM Worship Lot
10:00 AM Fellowship
10:15 AM No Sunday School
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
10:00 AM Cluster  5:30 PM Rain Date: Pastor on vacation  Pastor unavailable
R Text Study @ Christ Highway Clean-Up
B A ~ the Servant/Norfolk
&jéf,’:;:,ﬁ;r “ continuing 7:00 PM St.
Confirmation Sunday 8:00 AM Pastor @ Peters/St. Luke's
8:00 AM Choir Practice Continuing Ed. @  Joint Council Mtg. in
9:00 AM Worship Midland/Fremont ~ Pilger
10:00 AM Fellowship 7:00 PM St. Luke's
10:15 AM No Sunday School  Council Meeting in
Stanton
26 27 28 29 30 1 2

10:00 AM Cluster 2:00 PM Pastor
[ Text Study @ St. Leads Chapel

-

__# - John'sirural Service @
S e 7 ContinunG Columbus Countryside Home
Blue Jean Sunday 10:00 AM Pastor @ 3:00 PM FCTE
Pastor on vacation First Call Ends
8:00 AM Choir Practice Theological
9:00 AM Worship Education (FCTE)
10:00 AM Fellowship & @ Camp

Honoring our newly confirmed  Merrill/Linwood
members (CAKE!!!)

10:15 AM Cleaning the

Church, with Potluck Lunch to

follow

10:15 AM Youth Sunday

School



