
WHY  MAKE  A  FAITH  COMMITMENT  ?

In managing our household, we make many commitments.  There may be the mortgage on the house and
perhaps a loan for a car.  These are legal contracts we sign in exchange for an asset.  A Faith Commitment is
different! Faith allows us to response to what God has already given us - life, a Savior in Jesus Christ and a
Community of Believers.  Our belief in Christ also gives us a promise - the promise of eternal life.  God makes
many other promises to those who follow Christ.  A Faith Commitment is one way we as believers can respond
and in turn fulfill a promise to God.

What does God expect?  God wants us to be a Willing Steward, moved by the Holy Spirit and prepared to
share.  As Paul tells the Corinthians about the churches in Macedonia,   

Ò If the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to what a person has,
not according to what he has not. Ò II Cor. 8:12

God also wants us to be a Proportionate Steward.  This means giving in response to the blessings God has
given us.  As Paul tells the Corinthians about the churches in Macedonia,

Ò For they gave according to their means ... of their own free will. Ò 
II Cor. 8:3

As members of a church family, we are regularly asked to look at our blessings and prayerfully consider a
response.  Many people do so, but do not put it on paper.  Making a written Faith Commitment is important for
the following reasons:
!   A Faith Commitment shows that God is first in our life!  This includes giving our heart, our mind and our
resources to God.  We build a trust relationship with God not by accumulating wealth in this world, but by
placing our faith in God for the life that really is life.    

!   Our commitment shows a disciplined response to GodÕs gifts of life and Christ.  A Faith Commitment is one
way we show loyalty, obedience and respect to God.    

!   A Faith Commitment enables your household to make intentional decisions. Just as we plan for other
commitments, regular giving to the church both fulfills our response to God and frees us to use our resources
in personal ways. 

!   A Faith Commitment enables the church to plan.  As a church family, we have expenses and make
commitments to others - leaders, organizations, suppliers.  A commitment from each household allows
congregational leaders to responsibly plan for and meet financial obligations which help us do ministry
together. 

!   As Christians we lead by example.  If we are willing to make and fulfill a Faith Commitment, we are showing
others the importance of our faith.  This becomes part of our witness and our testimony.  

In the weeks ahead, you will be invited to make a written Faith Commitment to our church family.  Please
prayerfully consider your decision.  Recognizing that circumstances do change over time, your Faith
Commitment can be adjusted in accordance with your blessings.  Your participation and support is
important to our ministry.   Thank you for all the support you give to make Immanuel what it is today,
and to help shape what our community of faith will be for many years to come!

Faith Reflection:  Jesus told his disciples, ÒGive and it will be given to you.Ó Luke 6:38  What does that
mean for you as you live to follow Jesus?
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September 2008 Council Meeting
    The September 8th council meeting was called to order by President Rod Doolittle at 6:45 P.M. All members
and Pastor Wiese were present. Pastor led us in devotions from chapter 7 of the book ÒLiving Lutheran, a
Changing Church for a Changing World.Ó He led us in prayer, then presented his report. October 13-15, Pastor
will be at Ne. Synod Theological Conference in Grand Island. The Operation IDEA event in Grand Island was
postponed from Sept. 28th to Oct. 25th. Confirmation classes started August 20th, with one new student- Jessie
Books. Bible study will be moved from Tuesday night to Wednesday night after confirmation class, beginning
at 7:30. . Marlin read the secretaryÕs report.  Kelley presented the treasurerÕs report. The ending balance for
August was $7,173.20.  Discussion of church pews and the house south of the church were added to old
business on the agenda. 

Old Business
   Committee Reports:   Property- Judy has painted the walls in the back stairway. Rod will check on carpet for
the steps and install it when time permits him. Rod filled and sealed the crack between the sidewalk and the
south side of the building, and on the north west corner of the building. He will also try some carpet cleaner on
the carpet that got wet in the basement Sunday school room. The last repair bill for the organ was $250. If the
repairman would look at it now, it would probably cost $250-$300. Another option would be to call Robert
Denker and inquire if he could fix the organ.
   Worship- Because of the soup dinner on Nov. 23, church service will be on Saturday the 22nd.
   Fellowship- Our stewardship supper will be on October 26th.
   Education- Confirmation started August 20th. There are 4 students; Jordyn Berglund, Shania Knapp, Brooke
Knapp, and 1st year student Jesse Books. Sunday school will start October 12th. Jillian Wiese has offered to
donate the money to be used to purchase the materials for Sunday school.
   Stewardship- The 3rd Ventures: Partners in Stewardship Growth meeting was held here on Sept. 4th. The last
meeting will be Jan. 12th, 6:30-9:00 at Grace Lutheran Church in West Point. Invitations and announcements are
being prepared for our Oct. 26th stewardship dinner.
  The church memorial record book needs to be brought up to date. 
   Quorum- We will ask someone to compare our constitution to the synod constitution to see if there are any
changes that need to be made. Then we will talk about quorum size at the Oct. Quarterly meeting.
   2 of the 6 extra church pews are spoken for, and there is interest in 1 or 2 more. It was decided to set prices by
the condition of each pew. The first 2 will probably be $100 each. We will go ahead with the silent auction for
the excess items in the basement.
   Latest word on the house south of the church is that it will be demolished by Shannon Kurpgeweit.

New Business
   St. LukeÕs Lutheran Church in Stanton will be in the call process for a minister very soon. Pastor Steven
Peeler has accepted a position in Hastings, Ne. His last service in Stanton will be Sept. 21st. The synod has
asked Pastor Wiese if he would be willing to be interim pastor. Pastor said he would be. Average attendance is
50. If things work well, this could turn into a shared ministry opportunity. It was decided to inform the
congregation about this at a brief meeting after church on Sept. 14th. We then agreed that 2 people from each
council and Pastor Wiese should meet and discuss scheduling, services, classes, and any other related items.
Rod and Marlin will go to the meeting.
   The quarterly meeting is scheduled for Oct. 5th, after church. With so many things happening at this time, we
will wait as long as possible to set up the agenda for the meeting.
   Discussion of the Aug. 24th leadership meeting was tabled.
   Highway cleanup is scheduled for Thursday, Oct. 2nd at 5:30. Rain date is Oct. 9th.
   We can sell coupon books for Herbergers again this fall. We decided to designate the money to be used for the
Capitol Campaign fund.
   The next council meeting will be October 6th at 6:30 P.M.
   Pastor closed with prayer and a blessing.
                                                                    Secretary- Marlin Kaser



                             

DATE ATTENDANCE OFFERING                             Happy  Birthday to:

8-3   32    $1,160.01 
 

8-10 18 $  909.00

8-17 29 $  640.00

8-24 33 $1,676.45

8-31 28 $  352.05

                           Average

   28     $  947.50

       STATEMENT OF FUNDS
                               August 31, 2008

Our income for the month of August represents
approximately  only 61.3% of our budgeted
amount needed (for the month).  

DOLLARS AND CENTS
                                                                    

Monthly amt needed        Monthly amt received
        $ 6,697.50                           $4,385.46
August Monthly Expense:  $4,882.48

Amount needed YTD Amount received YTD
$53,580.00 $37,355.83

YTD DEFICIT:  -$16,224.17
              
Camp Fund - $837.83               Organ Fund - $361.47
Bldg. Fund - $5654.48               Memorial Act. $3154.15
Vision Fund - $7738.23              MCB CD $5108.45

October 1 Linda Rabe
October 6 Kelley Berglund
October 16 Brad Wiltman
October 24 Dan Kluver
October 26 Brooke Knapp

              Happy  Anni versary  to:
 NO ANNIVERSARIES THIS MONTH!!!!!!

DON'T FORGET OUR QUARTERLY 
MEETING ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5TH
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING WORSHIP



    

 Octo ber 2008

________________________________________
October 5, 2008  The 21  st   Sunday after Pentecost  

9:30am  WOV WORSHIP W/ HOLY COMMUNION

Greeters:  Lorrie Taylor Worship Assistant:         Shania Knapp
Organist:  Jolene Ziebell  Altar Care Set-up:        Judy Schroeder
Usher:  Judy Schroeder Fellowship treats:         WELCA

_____________________________________________________________________

October 12, 2008  The 22  nd   Sunday after Pentecost  

9:30am LBW Worship

Greeters:  Amber Knapp Worship Assistant: Shania Knapp
Organist: Jillian Wiese Fellowship treats: Cleaning Com.
Usher: Judy Schroeder

__________________________________________________________________________

October 19, 2008  The 23  rd   Sunday after Pentecost  

9:30am WOV Worship w/ Holy Communion

Greeters: Don & Esther Dittberner Worship Assistant: Shania Knapp
Organist: Iris Doolittle Altar Care Set-up:           Judy Schroeder
Usher: Judy Schroeder Fellowship treats: Altar Care Team

_____________________________________________________________________

October 26, 2008  Reformation/Reunion Sunday

9:30 LBW Worship w/ Holy Communion 

Greeters: Glen & Audrey Wedekind Worship Assistant:         Shania Knapp
Organist: Bonnie Gall Fellowship treats: Cleaning Com.
Usher: Judy Schroeder

October Cleaning Commi ttee:  Marilyn & Dave Samuelson & Lorri e Taylor

November Cleaning Commi ttee:  Tamie Wrick and Judy  Schroe der



Daily Bible ReadingsÐOctober 2008 [Year A]

Repr inted from Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings, © 2005 Consultation on Common Texts
(CCT).

Note: Readings on Monday through Wednesday reflect on the readings heard in church the previous Sunday; readings
Thursday through Saturday reflect on the readings that will be heard in church the coming Sunday.

Wed. 1- Judges 16:23-31; Matthew 9:2-8; Psalm 28
Thurs. 2- Jeremiah 2:14-22; Colossians 2:16-23; Psalm 80:7-15
Fr i. 3- Jeremiah 2:23-37; Philippians 2:14-18, 3:1-4a; Psalm 80:7-15
Sat. 4- Jeremiah 6:1-10; John 7:40-52; Psalm 80:7-15
Sun. 5- Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:7-15; Philippians 3:4b-14; Matthew 21:33-46
Mon. 6- Ezekiel 19:10-14; 1 Peter 2:4-10; Psalm 144
Tues. 7- Isaiah 27:1-6; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21; Psalm 144
Wed. 8- Song of Solomon 8:5-14; John 11:45-57; Psalm 144
Thurs. 9- Isaiah 22:1-8a; 1 Peter 5:1-5, 12-14; Psalm 23
Fr i. 10- Isaiah 22:8b-14; James 4:4-10; Psalm 23
Sat. 11- Isaiah 24:17-23; Mark 2:18-22; Psalm 23
Sun. 12- Isaiah 25:1-9; Psalm 23; Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14
Mon. 13- Exodus 19:7-20; Jude 17-25; Psalm 34
Tues. 14- Amos 9:5-15; Philippians 3:13Ð4:1; Psalm 34
Wed. 15- Song of Solomon 7:10Ð8:4; John 6:25-35; Psalm 34
Thurs. 16- Judges 17:1-6; 3 John 9-12; Psalm 96:1-13
Fr i. 17- Deuteronomy 17:14-20; 1 Peter 5:1-5; Psalm 96:1-13
Sat. 18- Isaiah 14:3-11; Matthew 14:1-12; Psalm 96:1-13
Sun. 19- Isaiah 45:1-7; Psalm 96:1-13; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10; Matthew 22:15-22
Mon. 20- Daniel 3:1-18; Revelation 18:1-10, 19-20; Psalm 98
Tues. 21- Daniel 3:19-30; Revelation 18:21-24; Psalm 98
Wed. 22- Daniel 6:1-28; Matthew 17:22-27; Psalm 98
Thurs. 23- Numbers 5:5-10; Titus 1:5-16; Psalm 1
Fr i. 24- Deuteronomy 9:25Ð10:5; Titus 2:7-8, 11-15; Psalm 1
Sat. 25- Proverbs 24:23-34; John 5:39-47; Psalm 1
Sun. 26- Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18; Psalm 1; 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8; Matthew 22:34-46
Mon. 27- Deuteronomy 6:1-9, 20-25; James 2:8-13; Psalm 119:41-48
Tues. 28- Deuteronomy 10:10-22; James 2:14-26; Psalm 119:41-48
Wed. 29- Proverbs 16:1-20; Matthew 19:16-22; Psalm 119:41-48
Thurs. 30- 1 Samuel 2:27-36; Romans 2:17-29; Psalm 43
Fr i. 31- Ezekiel 13:1-16; 2 Peter 2:1-3; Psalm 43




