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There is a variety of information about Immanuel that needs to be communicated as
wide ly as possibl e, so | thought I@ use this space to tell you abo ut several things that
will be going on in the upcoming we eks.

The pastor previously serving Our Savior® Lutheran Church in Plain view recently
resigned from that call. While Our Savior® is going through the call process, Nebraska
Synod sta! has asked Parish Ministry Associat e Jacquelyn Samway (one of our
members from Immanuel) to serve as their interim minister. Jacquie will be doing
most of their pastoral duties, particularly on Sundays, but whenever she is unable to
serve Our Savior® (such as weekday funerals, weddi ngs, etc.), Nebraska Synod stal
has asked me to step in and help out. Hopefully Our Savior®@ won®keep me too busy,
but | already have done a funeral for them. As wit h any call process, this arrangement
can last anywh ere from 6- 18 months. Until Our Savior® calls a new pastor, Jacqu ie
and | look forward to serving them as best as we are able. That® one reason why it is
good to be the Nebraska Synod. Synod means Qvalkin g together,Oand that® what we
will be doing in this interim time.

Another item that has come up is that Immanuel@ church council has begun exploring
wh at steps need to be taken to change the number of a quorum at a congregational
meeting. Currently, our constitution states that 25 voting members shall constitute a
quorum. It is believed that 25 was the number that was chosen back in the 1990s,
when the average worship attendance was around 50. Now that our average wo rship
attendance is around 28, sometimes it is a challenge to get a quorum at a
congregational meeting to do o" cial business. Therefore, we need to updat e our
constitution accordin gly. Whenever we make a change to our constitution, it needs to
be read, dis cussed, and voted upon at a congregational meeting where we have a
guorum, and after we have done that, the lat est version of our constitution needs to
be submitted to the Synod Council for readin g and appr oval. The Nebraska Synod
attorney who is responsible for coordin ating the review of congregationsO
constitutional changes has informed us that wh enever any congregation makes a
change to their constitution, the congregation needs to go through their whole
constitution and make sure it is up- to- date wit h the latest ELCA Model Constitution
for Congregations. Upon hearing this news, our church council discussed how we
might go through and review our constitution to make sure it is up- to- date. An ide a
was suggested that we ask about 10 volunteers to take 2- 3 pages from our current
constitution and compare it to the suggested model, and see what di! erences there
may be. This would also get more members of our congregation readin g the
constitution and learning what is all init. Since our constitution was updat ed only a
few years ago, there really should not be a whole lot of changes that need to be made
to it, beside s the number for a quorum. The council is thinking that the new quorum
should be based on a percentage. One idea that has been suggested is that the
constitution could be changed to read, CFifty percent of the average worship

attendan ce from the previous calendar year as reported on the Annual Congregation
Report (Form A) shall determine the number of voting members that shall constitute a
quorum.O This is just one idea. The council is lookin g forwar d to hearing your
suggestions as to wh at percentage would best serve in calculating a quorum that is




more easily met by our current membership.

How about an updat e on the suggestion of a church rummage sale? After some

dis cussion, the council is thinkin g a silent auction might be a better appr oach at
clearing away the surplus items in the basement Sunday School room. Sometime soon
(hopefully in September), we® get these items arranged into biddin g lots, and then
silent bid s can be plac ed for several weeks on each of the lots. Once we get the sile nt
auction process set up, we will announce the beginning and ending dat es of the
auction via our OneCall Now service and in the weekly bulletin. The silent auction will
run for at least three weeks, so that everyone will have a chance to plac e a bid as they
so desire.

The council has further dis cussed that among the items in our church buildin g that
could also bnd a new home is our collection of Service Book and Hymnals (the old red
hymnals). As they continue to sit in the basement on the storeroom shelves colle cting
dust and being exposed to various humidit y and temperature changes, they are not
serving the purpose for which they were originally designed, which is to be used for
singing and congregational wo rship. While thinkin g about ways to honor these books,
| recently led a funeral service over at the Historic Presbyt erian Church buildin g. As |
was over there, | came to bnd out that, during the process of closing their
congregation, the Presbyt erian Church gave away nearly all of their hymnals. But now
that Preservation Madis on Inc. has plan s to renovate the buildi ng and use it
occasionally as aworship space, they have a need for some pew hymnals once again.
So | began to think, QVouldn ® it be nice if we could put our old red hymnals back to
work once again, and donate them to Preservation Madis on Inc.,to be put in the pew
racks over in the Presbyt erian Church?0 Immanuel® council thought that this sounded
like a good ide a, but that we should brst check wit h our own members to see if
anyone would lik e to have a copy of the old red hymnal for themselves in their homes,
before donating them to Preservation Madis on Inc. So here® your notipcation. If you
would like to have a copy of the SBH red hymnal, please feel free to take one home

wit h you. Any hymnals that are not spoken for by October 1,2008, will be donated to
the Historic Presbyt erian Church later in October so that they will have hymnals
available for use.

Immanuel has the oppo rtunity to sell Herberger® Community Day coupon books again
as a fundraiser. This time, the coupon books will be good on November 15, 2008, at
any Herberger® or Yonkers store. Each coupon book costs $5. If you buy one,
Immanuel will receive the entire $5, and you will receive a coupon book wit h a $10 o!
coupon, good on any item priced $10 or more, as well as 8 addit ional coupons worth
up to 20% o! 8 moreitems. This past spring, our conbrmation students sold similar
booklets as a way to raise funds for conbrmation camp. We raised over $750 then.
Our church council, at our September 8th meeting, will decide for wh at cause we will
sell the coupon books this fall. If you have a suggestion for the council to consider,
ple ase let me or any council member know.

Finally, there is an important date and time that you need to save on your calendar. It
is Sunday, October 26,2008, from 6 to 8 p.m. At that time, we will be celebrating a
huge event under the theme, GCalled To Gather: Immanuel Reunion 2008.0 More
details and plan s will be announced in the coming weeks, but until then, ple ase keep
your calendar clear on that date at that time so that you will be able to come and join
us for a great time of food, friends, and fellowship as we have a congregational
reunion and celebrate the 100th anniversary of our church® bell.

You®e made it to the end of the article! :-) Thanks for takin g the time to read abo ut
all of these upcoming items. ~~Pastor Justin



Attendance and Offering Report

DATE ATTENDANCE OFFERING
7-6 24 $2,079.25
7-13 24 $1,214.00
7-20 29 $1,634.00
7-27 19 $1,302.00
Average
24 $1,559.31

DOLLARS
SENSE STATEMENT OF FUNDS

July 31, 2008

Our income for the month of July represents

approximately 100.8%! of our budgeted
amount needed (for the month).

DOLLARS AND CENTS

Monthly amt needed Monthly amt received
$ 6,697.50 $6,250.60
JUly Monthly Expense: $7,414.42

Amount needed YTD
$46,882.50

YTD DEFICIT: -$14438.39

Camp Fund - $837.83
Bldg. Fund - $5654.48
Vision Fund - $7738.23

Amount received YTD
$32,444.11

Organ Fund - $361.47
Memorial Act. $3151.67
MCB CD $5108.45
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Happy Birthday to:

Glen Wedekind
Sharilyn Heller
Payton Jones
Iris Doolittle
Austen Schmidt
Esther Dittberner
Amber Knapp
Tyree Knapp
Denise Schwarz

September 2
September 3
September 4
September 5
September 10
September 14
September 15
September 19
September 26

Happy Anniversary to:
September 3 Dave & Marilyn Samuelson
September 4 Tim & Crystal Kruid
September 4 James & Sharilyn Heller
September 18 Rod & Iris Doolittle
September 23 Duane & Bonnie Gall

\
CAmDI.
“How come there's a forbidden fruit,
but not a forbidden vegetable?”




September 2008

Sepanby 7, 2008 Thel P Suday ate Paterst

9:30am WOV WORSHIP W/ HOLY COMMUNION

Greeters: Wayne & Betty Cross Worship Assistant: Brooke Knapp
Organist: Jolene Ziebell Altar Care Set-up: Melody Knapp
Usher:  Kelley Berglund Fellowship treats: WELCA
Sqentr 14 2008 Hdy Cross Day
9:30am LBW Worship
Greeters: Donna Mavis Worship Assistant: Brooke Knapp
Organist: Jillian Wiese Fellowship treats: Cleaning Com.
Usher: Kelley Berglund
Septanie 21,2008 The D" Suday d Pataxs

9:30am WOV Worship w/ Holy Communion
Greeters: Tamie Wrick and Judy Schroeder Worship Assistant: Brooke Knapp
Organist: Iris Doolittle Altar Care Set-up: Melody Knapp
Usher: Kelley Berglund Fellowship treats: Altar Care Team

Juy 27, 2008 Thel® Sunky dfte Pated

9:30 LBW Worship

Greeters: Donna & Linda Mintken Worship Assistant: Brooke Knapp
Organist: Bonnie Gall Fellowship treats: Cleaning Com.
Usher: Kelley Berglund

September Cleaning Committee: Sharilyn & James Heller & Wayne & Betty

Cross

October Cleaning Commi ttee: Marilyn & Dave Samuelson & Lorri e Taylor



Daily Bible ReadingsbSepgember 2008 [Year A]
Reprint ed from Revis ed Common Lectiona ry Daily Readings, © 2005
Cons ult ation on Com mon Texts (CCT).

Note: Reading s on Mond ay throug h Wednesday rel3ect on the readings
heard in chur ch the previo us Sunday; reading s Thur sday throug h Saturday
reBect on the reading s that will be heard in chur ch the coming Sund ay.
The reading on September 14 is for Holy Cross Day.

Mon. 1- 2 Samuel 11:2-26; Revelation 3:1-6; Psalm 17

Tues. 2- 2 Samuel 11:27bD12:15; Revelation 3:7-13; Psalm 17

Wed. 3- Jeremiah 17:5-18; Matthew 12:22-32; Psalm 17

Thurs. 4- Ezekiel 24:1-14; 2 Corinthians 12:11-21; Psalm 119:33-40
Fri.5- Ezekiel 24:15-27; Romans 10:15b-21; Psalm 119:33-40

Sat. 6- Ezekiel 33:1-6; Matthew 23:29-36; Psalm 119:33-40

Sun. 7- Ezekiel 33:7-11;Psalm 119:33-40; Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20
Mon. 8- Leviticus 4:27-31,5:14-16;1 Peter 2:11-17; Psalm 119:65-72
Tues. 9- Deuteronomy 17:2-13; Romans 13:1-7;Psalm 119:65-72

Wed. 10- Leviticus 16:1-5,20-28; Matthew 21:18-22; Psalm 119:65-72
Thurs. 11- Genesis 37:12-36;1 John 3:11-16; Psalm 103:1-13

Fri.12- Genesis 41:53D42:17; Acts 7:9-16; Psalm 103:1-13

Sat. 13- Genesis 45:1-20; Matthew 6:7-15; Psalm 103:1-13

Sun. 14- Numbers 21:4b-9; Psalm 98:1-4:; 1 Corinthians 1:18-24; John 3:13-17
Mon. 15- Genesis 48:8-22; Hebrews 11:23-29; Psalm 133

Tues. 16- Genesis 49:29E60:14; Romans 14:13B15:2; Psalm 133

Wed. 17- Genesis 50:22-26; Mark 11:20-25; Psalm 133

Thurs. 18- Nahum 1:1, 14EP:2; 2 Corinthians 13:1-4: Psalm 145:1-8
Fri.19- Nahum 2:3-13; 2 Corinthians 13:5-10; Psalm 145:1-8

Sat. 20- Zephaniah 2:13-15; Matthew 19:23- 30; Psalm 145:1- 8

Sun. 21- Jonah 3:10DP411; Psalm 145:1- 8; Philippians 1:21- 30; Matthew 20:1- 16
Mon. 22- Genesis 27:1-29; Romans 16:1-16; Psalm 106:1-12

Tues. 23- Genesis 28:10-17; Romans 16:17-20; Psalm 106:1-12

Wed. 24- Isaiah 41:1-13; Matthew 18:1-5; Psalm 106:1-12

Thurs. 25- Ezekiel 12:17-28; James 4:11-16; Psalm 25:1-9

Fri.26- Ezekiel 18:5-18; Acts 13:32-41; Psalm 25:1-9

Sat.27- Ezekiel 18:19-24; Mark 11:27-33; Psalm 25:1-9

Sun. 28- Ezekiel 18:1-4,25-32; Psalm 25:1- 9; Philippians 2:1- 13; Matthew
21:23-32

Mon. 29- Judges 14:1- 20; Philippians 1:3- 14; Psalm 28

Tues. 30- Judges 16:1- 22; Philippians 1:15-21; Psalm 28



ugug 2008 @unal Meeting

The Augug 4™ coundl meeting was called to order by Rresident Rod Doolittle a 6:40. All members
and Pastor Wiese were present. Pastor led usin devotionsfrom chapter 6 of the book, Qiving
Lutheran, aChanging Church For A Changing World. He then led usin prayer. Pastor presented his
report. On Sept. 15" and 16" hewill beat First Call Theological Education a Camp Carol Joy Holling.
On Sept. 27" Pastor Judtin and the confirmation students will attend the Operation IDEA event &
Grand Island. Then, baginning Sept. 28", Sunday school will start. Jacquie Samway will betheinterim
pastor a Our Savior@ Lutheran Church in Fainview, for the next 6-18 nonthswhile they look for a
new full time pastor. Because of he job e will only be able to assist them on eveningsand weekends
Pastor Jugtin has been asked by the Synod b hdp outwhen Jacquie is not available. Both Pastor Jugtin
and Jcquie will meet with the coundl of Our Savior on Augug 13" to coordinae the duties. Marlin
read the secretary@ report. Kelley presented the treasurer@ report. Offeringsin July were very good.
The ending bdance for July was $7,291.91.

OLD BUSINESS: Committee reports.  Propety- Theback stairway is ready for pant and carpe.
We need to dean or shampoo the carpet in the basement Sunday school roomto gé rid of thesmell and
mold. There are 2 dained glass windows in the orage roomthat should beingalled or displayed some
where.

Evangdism- Marlin ddivered a bible for awedding present to Jessica and Dallas Wickersham. They
thoughtit was avery nice gift and gesture.

Fellowship- Augug 21* WEL CA will serve thelund a the bloodnobile. There will bea Ventures
meeting Augug 5".

Education- This committee had ameeting July 31%. Sunday school will start Sept. 28"

We have received the projector tha was purchased with the Dicke memorial money. We aso looked
into wall hanging phob dbums for the Berg memorial butwere unable to find anyonelocal tha could
order one Thedbuns found on heinternet cog about$1,000. V& will continue searching.

QOur conditution states that we need 25 voing members to make aquaum. The synod ha informed
ustha if we want to changethis nunber, we mug updde our conditution. The congregaion should
decide wha the new figure will be We ne=d to compare our conditution to the modd conditution for
thingstha we nead to changeor updde. Then the synod nmus approve the changes. We need to assign
some people to each take a pat of the conditution and compare it to the modd conditution.

We had onerespong to the sale of the 6 extra church pews. It was suggested that we have some type
of auction or dlent auction to sl the pews and oher extra items tha are notbeng usd or needed. We
will continueplanson hisidea.

NEW BUSINESS: The Preservation Madison historical group would like to have hymnds for the
former Presbyterian church. We agreed to first offer our old red hymmas to ourmembers, then to
donde therest to the Preservation Madison.

Theorgan is notfunaioning propealy. Iris Doolittle will call the reparman to explain the problem
and o g an estimate for repairs.

Thereis asynod neeting a St. John®in Norfolk on Augug 24", entitled GGod® Works, Our Hand<O
Pastor Jugin and Rod will go b the meeting. We will dso need onelay peson o atend this meeting.

The current food pantry building will be unavailable as of Augug 31¥. A new location needsto be
found.

QOur next meeting will be Sept. 8" a 6:30 PM. Pastor closed with aprayer and blessing.

Secretary- Marlin Kaser
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