
There is  a var ie ty of  in format io n abo ut  Immanuel that  needs to be  communicat ed as
wide ly as po ssibl e, so I thought  IÕd use th is  spac e to tell yo u abo ut  several th in gs that
will be  goin g on in  the upc om in g we eks .
The pas tor  pr evio usly servin g Our  Savio rÕs Lutheran  Church in  Plain view recent ly
resig ned f rom  that  call.   While  Our  Savio rÕs is goin g through the call pr ocess, Nebr aska
Synod sta!  has aske d Paris h Min ist ry Associat e Jacqu elyn  Samway (one of  our
members f rom  Immanuel) to serve as their  in ter im  m inis ter .  Jacqu ie will be do in g
most  of  their  pas toral  du t ies, par t icular ly on Sundays , but  whenever  she is  unable  to
serve Our  Savio rÕs (such as we ekday f unerals , we ddi ngs, etc.), Nebr aska Synod sta!
has aske d me to step in  and help out .  Hope fully Our  Savio rÕs wo nÕt  ke ep me too bu sy,
bu t  I alr eady have do ne a f uneral f or  them.  As wit h any call pr ocess, th is  ar rangement
can  las t  anywh ere f rom  6- 18 months.  Unt il Our  Savio rÕs calls  a new pas tor , Jacqu ie
and I lo ok f orw ar d to servin g them as best  as we  ar e able .  That Õs one reason wh y it  is
good to be  the Nebr aska Synod.  Synod means Òwalkin g together ,Ó and that Õs what  we
will be  do in g in th is  in ter im  t im e.

Another  it em  that  has come up is  that  ImmanuelÕs church council has begun explo r in g
wh at  steps  need to be  take n to change the number  of  a qu orum at  a congregat ional
meet in g.  Cur rent ly,  our  const it ut io n stat es that  25 vot in g members shall  const it ute a
qu orum.  It  is  be li eved that  25 was  the numbe r  that  wa s chosen bac k in  the 1990s,
wh en the average wo rship at tendan ce was  ar ound 50.  Now  that  our  average wo rship
at tendan ce is ar ound 28, somet im es it  is  a chall enge to get  a qu orum at  a
congregat io nal  meet in g to do  o" cial  busin ess.  Therefore, we  need to updat e our
const it ut io n accordin gly.   Whenever  we make  a change to our  const it ut io n, it  needs  to
be  read,  dis cussed, and voted upo n at  a congregat ional meet in g wh ere we  have a
qu orum, and af ter  we  have do ne that , the lat est  versio n of  our  const it ut io n needs  to
be  subm it ted to the Synod Council f or  readin g and appr oval .  The Nebr aska Synod
at torney wh o is  respo nsible  f or  coordin at in g the review of  congregat ionsÕ
const it ut io nal  changes has in formed us that  wh enever  any congregat io n make s a
change to their  const it ut io n, the congregat ion needs  to go through their  wh ole
const it ut io n and make  sure it  is up- to- dat e wit h the lat est  ELCA Mo del Const it ut io n
for  Congregat ions.  Upo n hear in g th is  news , our  church council di scussed how we
mig ht  go through and review our  const it ut io n to make  sure it  is  up- to- dat e.  An ide a
was  suggested that  we  ask abo ut  10 volu nteers to take  2- 3 pag es f rom  our  cur rent
const it ut io n and compar e it  t o the suggested model, and see wh at  di ! erences there
may be .  This wo uld als o get  more members of  our  congregat ion readin g the
const it ut io n and lear nin g wh at  is  all in  it .  Since our  const it ut io n was  updat ed only a
few year s ago, there really should not  be  a whole  lo t  of  changes that  need to be  made
to it , beside s the numbe r  f or  a qu orum.  The council is  th in ki ng that  the new qu orum
should be bas ed on a percentage.  One id ea that  has been suggested is that  the
const it ut io n could be  changed to read,  ÒFif t y percent  of  the average wo rship
at tendan ce f rom  the pr evio us cale ndar  year  as repo r ted on the Annual Congregat io n
Repo r t  (Form  A) shall de term ine the numbe r  of  vot in g members that  shall const it ute a
qu orum.Ó  This  is just  one ide a.  The council is  lo okin g f orwar d to hear in g yo ur
suggest io ns as to wh at  percentage wo uld best  serve in  cal culat in g a qu orum that  is
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more easily met  by our  cur rent  membership.
How  abo ut  an updat e on the suggest io n of  a church rummage sale?  Af ter  some
dis cussio n, the council is  th inkin g a sile nt  auct io n m ig ht  be  a bet ter  appr oach at
clear in g away the surpl us it ems in the bas ement  Sunday School room.  Somet im e soon
(h ope fully in  Sept embe r ), weÕll  get  these it ems ar ranged into biddin g lo ts, and then
sil ent  bid s can  be  plac ed for  several weeks on each of  the lo ts.  Once we get  the sile nt
auct io n pr ocess set  up, we  will announce the begin nin g and endi ng dat es of  the
auct io n via  our  OneCall Now  service and in the we ekly bulle t in .  The sile nt  auct io n will
run f or  at  least  three we eks , so that  everyo ne will have a chance to plac e a bid as they
so desir e.
The council has f ur ther  dis cussed that  am ong the it ems in  our  church buildin g that
could als o Þnd a new home is  our  colle ct io n of  Service Book and Hym nals  (t he old red
hymnals ).  As they cont in ue to sit  in  the bas ement  on the storeroom shelv es colle ct in g
du st  and be ing expo sed to var io us hum idit y and temperat ure changes, they ar e not
servin g the pu rpo se for  which they were or ig in ally  desig ned, which is  to be used for
singin g and congregat io nal  wo rship.   While  th inkin g abo ut  ways  to honor  these bo oks ,
I recent ly led a f uneral service over  at  the His tor ic  Presbyt er ian  Church bu ildin g.  As I
was  over  there, I cam e to Þnd out  that , du r in g the pr ocess of  clo sin g their
congregat io n, the Presbyt er ian  Church gave away near ly  all of  their  hym nals .  But  now
that  Preservat io n Madis on Inc. has plan s to renovat e the bu ildi ng and use it
occasio nally as a wo rship spac e, they have a need for  some pew hym nals  once again .
So I began  to th in k,  ÒWouldn Õt  it  be  nice if  we  could put  our  old  red hym nals  bac k to
wo rk once again , and do nat e them to Preservat io n Madis on Inc., to be  pu t  in  the pew
racks  over  in  the Presbyt er ian  Church?Ó  ImmanuelÕs council t hought  that  th is  sounded
like  a good ide a, but  that  we  should Þrst  check wit h our  own  members to see if
anyo ne wo uld lik e to have a copy of  the old red hym nal f or  themselv es in  their  homes,
be fore do nat in g them to Preservat io n Madis on Inc.  So hereÕs yo ur  not iÞcat io n.  If  yo u
wo uld like  to have a copy of  the SBH red hymnal,  pl ease f eel f ree to take  one home
wit h yo u.  Any hym nals  that  ar e not  spo ke n for  by Octobe r  1, 2008, will be  do nat ed to
the His tor ic  Presbyt er ian  Church lat er  in  Octobe r  so that  they will have hym nals
available  f or  use.
Immanuel has the oppo r tunit y to sell Herbe rgerÕs Communit y Day coupo n bo oks  again
as a f undr ais er .  This  t im e, the coupo n bo oks  will be  good on November  15, 2008, at
any Herbe rgerÕs or  Yonkers store.  Each coupo n bo ok costs $5.  If  yo u bu y one,
Immanuel will receiv e the ent ir e $5, and yo u will receiv e a coupo n bo ok  wit h a $10 o!
coupo n, good on any it em  pr iced $10 or  more, as we ll as 8 addit io nal coupo ns wo r th
up to 20% o!  8 more it ems.  This  pas t  spr in g, our  conÞrmat io n students sold sim ilar
bo okle ts as a way to rais e f unds f or  conÞrmat io n cam p.  We rais ed over  $750 then.
Our  church council,  at  our  Sept embe r  8th meet in g, will decide  f or  wh at  cause we  will
sell t he coupo n bo oks  th is f all.   If  yo u have a suggest io n f or  the council t o consid er ,
ple ase le t  me or  any council member  know.
Fin ally,  there is  an  impo r tan t  dat e and t im e that  yo u need to save on yo ur  cale ndar .  It
is  Sunday,  Octobe r  26, 2008, f rom  6 to 8 p.m .  At  that  t im e, we  will be  celebr at in g a
huge event  under  the theme, ÒCalle d To Gather : Immanuel Reunio n 2008.Ó  Mo re
de tails  and plan s will be  announced in  the com ing we eks , bu t  unt il t hen, ple ase ke ep
yo ur  cale ndar  clear  on that  dat e at  that  t im e so that  yo u will be  able  to come and jo in
us f or  a great  t im e of  f ood, f r iends , and f ello ws hip as we have a congregat ional
reunio n and celebr at e the 100th anniv ersar y of  our  churchÕs bell.
YouÕve made  it  t o the end of  the ar t ic le !  :- )  Thanks  f or  takin g the t im e to read abo ut
all of  these upc om in g it ems.  ~ ~ Pastor  Just in



                             

DATE ATTENDANCE OFFERING                             Happy  Birthday to:

7-6   24    $2,079.25
 

7-13 24 $1,214.00

7-20 29 $1,634.00

7-27 19 $1,302.00

                           Average

   24     $1,559.31

       STATEMENT OF FUNDS
                               July 31, 2008

Our income for the month of July represents                     
approximately 100.8%!!! of our budgeted
amount needed (for the month).  

DOLLARS AND CENTS
                                                                    

Monthly amt needed        Monthly amt received
        $ 6,697.50                           $6,250.60
JUly Monthly Expense:  $7,414.42

Amount needed YTD Amount received YTD
$46,882.50 $32,444.11

YTD DEFICIT:  -$14438.39
              
Camp Fund - $837.83               Organ Fund - $361.47
Bldg. Fund - $5654.48               Memorial Act. $3151.67
Vision Fund - $7738.23              MCB CD $5108.45

September 2 Glen Wedekind
September 3 Sharilyn Heller
September 4 Payton Jones
September 5 Iris Doolittle
September 10 Austen Schmidt
September 14 Esther Dittberner
September 15 Amber Knapp
September 19 Tyree Knapp
September 26 Denise Schwarz

              Happy  Anni versary  to:
September 3 Dave & Marilyn Samuelson
September 4 Tim & Crystal Kruid
September 4 James & Sharilyn Heller
September 18 Rod & Iris Doolittle
September 23 Duane & Bonnie Gall



 September 2008

________________________________________
September 7, 2008  The 17  th   Sunday after Pentecost  

9:30am  WOV WORSHIP W/ HOLY COMMUNION

Greeters:  Wayne & Betty Cross Worship Assistant:         Brooke Knapp
Organist:  Jolene Ziebell  Altar Care Set-up:         Melody Knapp
Usher:  Kelley Berglund Fellowship treats:         WELCA

_____________________________________________________________________

September 14, 2008  Holy Cross Day

9:30am LBW Worship

Greeters:  Donna Mavis Worship Assistant: Brooke Knapp
Organist: Jillian Wiese Fellowship treats: Cleaning Com.
Usher: Kelley Berglund

__________________________________________________________________________

September 21, 2008  The 10  th   Sunday of Pentecost  

9:30am WOV Worship w/ Holy Communion

Greeters: Tamie Wrick and Judy Schroeder Worship Assistant: Brooke Knapp
Organist: Iris Doolittle Altar Care Set-up:          Melody Knapp
Usher: Kelley Berglund Fellowship treats: Altar Care Team

_____________________________________________________________________

July 27, 2008  The 11  th   Sunday after Pentecost  

9:30 LBW Worship

Greeters: Donna & Linda Mintken Worship Assistant:         Brooke Knapp
Organist: Bonnie Gall Fellowship treats: Cleaning Com.
Usher: Kelley Berglund

September Cleaning Commi ttee:  Shari lyn & James Heller & Wayne & Betty
Cros s

October Cleaning Commi ttee:  Marilyn & Dave Samuelson & Lorri e Taylor



Daily  Bib le Readin gsÐSeptem ber  2008 [Year  A]
Rep r int ed  f rom  Revis ed  Com mon Lect iona ry Daily  Reading s, © 2005

Cons ult at ion  on Com mon Tex ts (CCT).

Not e: Reading s on Mond ay thr oug h Wednes day reßect  on the  reading s
hea rd in chur ch the previo us  Sunday; reading s Thur sday thr oug h Satur day

reßect  on the reading s tha t  w ill be heard in chur ch the com in g Sund ay.
The readin g on Septem ber  14 is  f or  Holy  Cros s Day.

Mo n. 1-  2 Sam uel  11:2- 26; Revelat ion 3:1- 6; Psal m  17
Tues. 2-  2 Sam uel  11:27bÐ12:15; Revelat ion 3:7- 13; Psal m  17
Wed. 3-  Jerem iah  17:5- 18; Mat thew  12:22- 32; Psalm  17
Thurs. 4-  Ezek iel  24:1- 14; 2 Cor inthians 12:11- 21; Psal m  119:33- 40
Fr i . 5-  Ezek iel  24:15- 27; Romans 10:15b- 21; Psal m  119:33- 40
Sat . 6-  Ezek iel  33:1- 6; Mat thew  23:29- 36; Psal m  119:33- 40
Sun. 7-  Ezek iel  33:7- 11; Psal m  119:33- 40; Romans 13:8- 14; Mat thew  18:15- 20
Mo n. 8-  Levi t icus 4:27- 31, 5:14- 16; 1 Peter  2:11- 17; Psal m  119:65- 72
Tues. 9-  Deuteronomy 17:2- 13; Romans 13:1- 7; Psal m  119:65- 72 
Wed. 10-  Levi t icus 16:1- 5, 20- 28; Mat thew  21:18- 22; Psalm  119:65- 72
Thurs. 11-  Genesi s 37:12- 36; 1 John 3:11- 16; Psal m  103:1- 13
Fr i . 12-  Genesis 41:53Ð42:17; Acts 7:9- 16; Psal m  103:1- 13
Sat . 13-  Genesi s 45:1- 20; Mat thew  6:7- 15; Psal m  103:1- 13
Sun. 14-  Numbers 21:4b- 9; Psal m  98:1- 4; 1 Cor inthians 1:18- 24; John 3:13- 17
Mo n. 15-  Genesi s 48:8- 22; Hebrew s 11:23- 29; Psal m  133
Tues. 16-  Genesi s 49:29Ð50:14; Romans 14:13Ð15:2; Psal m  133
Wed. 17-  Genesi s 50:22- 26; Mar k  11:20- 25; Psal m  133
Thurs. 18-  Nahum 1:1, 14Ð2:2; 2 Cor inthians 13:1- 4; Psal m  145:1- 8
Fr i . 19-  Nahum 2:3- 13; 2 Cor inthians 13:5- 10; Psal m  145:1- 8
Sat . 20-  Zephan iah  2:13- 15; Mat thew  19:23- 30; Psal m  145:1- 8
Sun. 21-  Jonah  3:10Ð4:11; Psal m  145:1- 8; Phi l ippians 1:21- 30; Mat thew  20:1- 16
Mo n. 22-  Genesi s 27:1- 29; Romans 16:1- 16; Psal m  106:1- 12
Tues. 23-  Genesi s 28:10- 17; Romans 16:17- 20; Psal m  106:1- 12
Wed. 24-  Isai ah 41:1- 13; Mat thew  18:1- 5; Psal m  106:1- 12
Thurs. 25-  Ezek iel  12:17- 28; Jam es 4:11- 16; Psal m  25:1- 9
Fr i . 26-  Ezek iel  18:5- 18; Acts 13:32- 41; Psalm  25:1- 9
Sat . 27-  Ezek iel  18:19- 24; Mar k  11:27- 33; Psal m  25:1- 9
Sun. 28-  Ezek iel  18:1- 4, 25- 32; Psal m  25:1- 9; Phi l ippians 2:1- 13; Mat thew
21:23- 32
Mo n. 29-  Judges 14:1- 20; Phi l ippians 1:3- 14; Psal m  28
Tues. 30-  Judges 16:1- 22; Phi l ippians 1:15- 21; Psal m  28



                
         

                                              August 2008 Council Meeting
   The August 4th council meeting was called to order by President Rod Doolittle at 6:40. All members
and Pastor Wiese were present. Pastor led us in devotions from chapter 6 of the book, ÒLiving
Lutheran, a Changing Church For A Changing World. He then led us in prayer. Pastor presented his
report. On Sept. 15th and 16th he will be at First Call Theological Education at Camp Carol Joy Holling.
On Sept. 27th Pastor Justin and the confirmation students will attend the Operation IDEA event at
Grand Island. Then, beginning Sept. 28th, Sunday school will start. Jacquie Samway will be the interim
pastor at Our SaviorÕs Lutheran Church in Plainview, for the next 6-18 months while they look for a
new full time pastor. Because of her job she will only be able to assist them on evenings and weekends.
Pastor Justin has been asked by the Synod to help out when Jacquie is not available. Both Pastor Justin
and Jacquie will meet with the council of Our Savior on August 13th to coordinate the duties.  Marlin
read the secretaryÕs report.  Kelley presented the treasurerÕs report. Offerings in July were very good.
The ending balance for July was $7,291.91. 
OLD BUSINESS:  Committee reports:     Property- The back stairway is ready for paint and carpet.
We need to clean or shampoo the carpet in the basement Sunday school room to get rid of the smell and
mold. There are 2 stained glass windows in the storage room that should be installed or displayed some
where.    
Evangelism- Marlin delivered a bible for a wedding present to Jessica and Dallas Wickersham. They
thought it was a very nice gift and gesture.     
Fellowship- August 21st WELCA will serve the lunch at the bloodmobile. There will be a Ventures
meeting August 5th. 
 Education-  This committee had a meeting July 31st. Sunday school will start Sept. 28th.
   We have received the projector that was purchased with the Dicke memorial money. We also looked
into wall hanging photo albums for the Berg memorial but were unable to find anyone local that could
order one. The albums found on the internet cost about $1,000. We will continue searching.
   Our constitution states that we need 25 voting members to make a quorum. The synod has informed
us that if we want to change this number, we must update our constitution. The congregation should
decide what the new figure will be. We need to compare our constitution to the model constitution for
things that we need to change or update. Then the synod must approve the changes. We need to assign
some people to each take a part of the constitution and compare it to the model constitution.
    We had one response to the sale of the 6 extra church pews. It was suggested that we have some type
of auction or silent auction to sell the pews and other extra items that are not being used or needed. We
will continue plans on this idea.
NEW BUSINESS:  The Preservation Madison historical group would like to have hymnals for the
former Presbyterian church. We agreed to first offer our old red hymnals to our members, then to
donate the rest to the Preservation Madison.
   The organ is not functioning properly. Iris Doolittle will call the repairman to explain the problem
and to get an estimate for repairs.
   There is a synod meeting at St. JohnÕs in Norfolk on August 24th, entitled ÒGodÕs Works, Our HandsÓ.
Pastor Justin and Rod will go to the meeting. We will also need one lay person to attend this meeting.
   The current food pantry building will be unavailable as of August 31st. A new location needs to be
found.
   Our next meeting will be Sept. 8th at 6:30 P.M. Pastor closed with a prayer and blessing.

Secretary-   Marlin Kaser




