403 S Main Street

PO Box 1125
Volume 107 Madison NE 68748
Issue7

In June, during the 2008
Nebraska Synod Assembly in
Grand Island, there were
several workshops on
stewardship to attend
throughout the 3-day weekend.
The Saturday workshop that |
sat in on was led by ELCA
Stewardship Director Dr. Ed
Kruse, and was titled,
OWwrapping Your Gifts and
Using Them.O During his
workshop, Dr. Kruse helped us
think about spiritual gifts.
Spiritual gifts are special
abilities that have been
entrusted to us by God.

There are many different
spiritual gifts. These gifts
include Administration, Artistry,
Discernment, Evangelism,
Exhortation, Faith, Giving,
Hospitality, Intercession,
Knowledge, Leadership, Mercy,
Vocal Music, Instrumental
Music, Pastoring
(Shepherding), Service
(Helping), Skilled Craft,
Teaching, Wisdom, & Writing,
Paul writes about these and
other spiritual gifts in Scripture
in his different letters, including
Romans 12, | Corinthians 12,
and Ephesians 4. Peter
acknowledges them in | Peter
4:10. Through these sections
of Scripture, we learn that all
Christians have been given at
least one spiritual gift.

The purpose of spiritual gifts
is twofold: (1) to unify Christians
in their faith and (2) to produce
growth within the church, both
numerically and spiritually.
These gifts are to be used out
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of love for one another, and in
service to one another.

It is important to remember
that we do not choose which
gifts we will receive. God
bestows them upon us through
the work of the Holy Spirit. That
probably leaves some of you
wondering, Aell, what are my
spiritual gifts? What special
abilities has God given me to
help grow GodOKingdom?0
Those are great questions to
ask! And there are some great
ways to find out the answers to
those questions. The easist
way to find out what your
spiritual gifts are is to take a
spiritual gifts inventory. There
are many different kinds of
inventories. Our confirmation
students and | took a shorter
inventory while we were at
confirmation camp last month. |
have taken many different
inventories throughout my life,
and each time | take one, | am
reminded of the many spiritual
gifts that God has given me to
help serve ChristOshurch.

One of the more popular
spiritual gifts inventories used in
the ELCA is a 60 question self-
assessment that has you circle
a number from 0 to 4, as you
choose a response that most
closely matches how you
perceive yourself in regards to
each guestion. You can find
this inventory on the Internet at:
http://archive.elca.org/evangeliz
ingChurch/assessments/spiritgif
ts.html (hopefully the address
wonOthange soon...the ELCA
is in the process of updating
their website). Or if you are

interested in taking this
inventory using pencil and
paper, let me know, and | can
get you a copy. In this
particular inventory, not all of
the gifts identified in scripture
are used. The spectacular gifts
(speaking in tongues, healing
and miracles, prophecy, bold
proclamation of God) and some
of the non-spectacular gifts
(martyrdom, celibacy) have not
been included. Since the
common objective of this
spiritual gifts inventory is to
unify and produce growth
through service, only the
service related gifts have been
included.

If you want to know what your
spiritual gifts are, | encourage
you to take an inventory. As
you identify the spiritual gifts
that God has given you, ask
yourself, OAn | using the gifts
God has given me to serve
ChristOLhurch? Which gifts
are dominant, and which ones
are yet to be developed?0
God has blessed us with many
spiritual gifts at Immanuel.
Remember: the purpose of
them is for us to work together
to use all of these gifts to unify
Christians in their faith, and to
produce growth within the
church, both numerically and
spiritually. Identifying and
understanding spiritual gifts can
give us a fresh approach for
looking at the gifts God
provides us and how to put
them to use.~~Pastor Justin



Council Meeting
The June 12" meeting wascalled to order by President Rod Doolittle. All membersand Pagtor Wiese

wer e present. Pagor led usin devotionsand prayer. He noted that the One Call Now subscription expireson
July 19", The annual cog is $24012 We agreed that this should be renewed for another year. Pagtor will be
on vacation July 22nd-28th. Marlin read the secretary@report. K elley presented thetreasurer @report. The
ending balance of the general fund is $1021509. The C.D. at Madison County Bank hasbeen renewed for 6
months at 2.25%. The new balanceis $5,10845. All reports were approved asread.

Old Business

Committee Reports. Property- Glen hasreplaced the two south basement windows with glass block. The
window frames wer e in bad shape. Wayne Cross sprayed inside and outside for insects. Jillian Wiese and
Bonnie Gall donated a used computer to church which can be used for the internet. Rod hascompleted
more work on the back stairway. Thank-you to everyone for what they havedone thismonth for the church.
Evangdism- We havedecided to give asa wedding gift, a bible, to anyone from our church who ges
married. We will give biblesto Jared Knapp, Jessica Wrick, and Carla Schwarz, who all got married lag
year. Stewardship- Thenext Ventures meetingwill bein Pender on June 19" at 7:00. Fellowship- We
discussed 4" of July activities. We would like to havea floatin the parade to represent our church. And we
talked about having a garagesale asa way to clean up unwanted and unneeded items herein the church.
Along with that we could sell drinks and other treats.

Pador called Eileen Dammeto inform her that we would beinterested in a wall hanging photo album, or a
digital camera. She thought those were both good ideas She will send a memorial of $500in memory of her
mother, Ella Berg.

New Business

Financial status- Our checking account is getting smaller. We need to look at making changesto improve
our financial situation. Thiswill be discussed at the quarterly meeting. We then set up the agenda for the
quarterly meeting, which will be June 29". On the agenda for now is Ventures update, memorial fund
update, stairway update, food pantry, quilt auction, synod assembly report, financial status/stewardship,
and July 4th activities.

The next council meeting will be July 7" at 6:30 P.M. Pagtor closed with a prayer and blessing. If anyone
hasany questions, comments, concerns, or ideas please let usknow.

Secretary- Marlin Kaser

Carol Volk, Haine Stewart, 1_inda Nelson (Jblene Ziebell@ step- sister)Deb
Cover, Dianne Kluver ~(Dan@ mother), Greg Wrick, Oscar Ziebell and all
those in need of God@ healing touch. Please let Darlene Nordby know if

Our you want a name removed from the prayer list.

Thoughts &

Prayers. . also, keep the family of Marilyn & Charles Williams in your thoughts and
prayers.

Also, please keep in your prayers Daniel Scott Kluver, Jr. aswe
welcomed him into ourconge&;aion throughtherite of Holy
Baptism on Sunda/, June22™. Heistheson of Daniel and
Michdle Kluver
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Attendance and Offering Report

DATE ATTENDANCE OFFERING
5-4-08 29 $ 998.50
5-11-08 30 $ 703.00
5-18-08 24 $ 841.75
5-25-08 28 $ 581.00
Average
28 $ 773.56

DOLLARS
SENSE STATEMENT OF FUNDS

May 31, 2008

Our income for the month of May represents

approximately only 46.69% of our budgeted
amount needed (for the month).

DOLLARS&QENTS

Monthly amt needed Monthly amt received
$ 6,697.50 $3126.93

May Monthly Expense: $6002.92

May DEFICIT: -$3570.57

Amount needed YTD Amount received YTD
$33,487,50 $21,967.22

YTD DEFICIT: -$11520.28

Camp Fund - $887.83
Bldg. Fund - $5654.48
Vision Fund - $7738.23

Organ Fund - $361.47
Memorial Act. $2243.93
MCB CD $5108.45
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at Immanuel Lutheran

Happy Birthday to:

July 2 Deanna Choutka
July 2 Keith Rabe

July 3 Lorrie Taylor
July 4 Jake Lapour
July 12 Kelsey Choutka
July 14 Heather Wrick
July 14 Tracy Schmidt
July 14 Donna Mavis
July 18 Paul Cross

July 18 Dan Butler

July 20 Duane Gall

July 22 Derek Anderson
July 29 Lynn Flaugh
July 29 Stephanie Dicke

July 30 Duane Schwarz

Happy Anniversary to:
Wayne & Betty Cross
Dan & Michelle Kluver

July 24
July 26
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“Mom'’s in the kitchen reminding herself
that I'm a blessing from above.”




July 2008

Jy 6, 2008 The8" Sudky afte Patexs

9:30am WOV WORSHIP W/ HOLY COMMUNION

Greeters: Elmer & Deanna Choutka Worship Assistant: Brooke Knapp
Organist: Jolene Ziebell Altar Care Set-up: Linda Mintken
Usher: Donna Mintken Fellowship treats: WELCA

Jdy B, 2008 The9" Suday after Patexst

9:30am LBW Worship

Greeters: Marj Field Worship Assistant: Brooke Knapp
Organist: Jillian Wiese Fellowship treats: Cleaning Com.
Usher: Donna Mintken

Jly 20, 2008 The D" Suday afte Patexst

9:30am LBW Worship w/ Holy Communion

Greeters: Denise & Duane Schwarz Worship Assistant: Brooke Knapp
Organist: Bonnie Gall Altar Care Set-up: Linda Mintken
Usher:  Donna Mintken Fellowship treats: Altar Care Team

Jdy 27, 2008 The " Sudhy afte Paters

9:30 LBW Worship

Greeters: Rod & Iris Doolittle Worship Assistant: Brooke Knapp
Organist: Jolene Ziebell Fellowship treats: Cleaning Com.
Usher: Donna Mintken

July Cleaning Committee: Glen & Darlene Nordby & Marlin Kaser & Crystal
Kruid

August Cleaning Committee: Linda & Donna Mintken
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Immanud @ Calenda of Eventsis always available onlineat:
http://calendar.immanuelmadison.com

Use thefollowing stepsto print out a printer-friendy version of Immanud @ Calendar.
1. Go to http://calenda.immanudmadison.com

2. Navigae to the month and year that youwant to print off, usng either the previousmonth link, next month
link, or drop down menu tha says (Belect another month,Oall indicated in thered circles bd ow.

e Include Past Events 8 it e

AUGUST 2007
Wiy

3. Once you have foundthe month that you want to print off, click onthe @Print ViewOtab onthetop of the
calenda, indicated in thered circle beow.
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4. Asyouclick onthe Print ViewOtab, anew windowwill open. Youwill beable to follow the directions
onthat pageto hdp you get a printer-friendly version of thecalenda. Bonnie chooss the QPortrait Printable
VersionCfor thehard copy version of the monthly newsletter, butfeel free to choos either Landscape or
Portrait for your own calenda printing. Asyouclick on either the Q_andscape Printable VersionQor QPortrait
Printable Version Oanother windowwill open with a printer-friendly version of thecalenda. Thisisthepage
tha youd want to print. Be sure to have your margins set as small as possible (anywhere from.5to 0 inches
onal sdes).

If you have any problems or questions please feel free to email Pastor Judin at:

immanuel madison@cableone.net.

Thank you!

A few extrahard copy caendas are aso available to pick up at church if you are having problems printing.



Daily Bible Reading®July 2008[Year A]
Reprinted from RevisedCommonLectionary Daily Readings,
© 2005Consultation on Common Texts (CCT).

Note: Readingon MondaythroughWednesdayeflecton thereadingsheardin church
the previousSundayyeadingsThursdaythroughSaturdg reflecton the readingghatwill
beheardin churchthe comingSunday.

Tues.1-1Kings 21:1729; 1 John4:1-6; Psalm119:16.-168

Wed. 2-Jeremiahl8:1-11; Matthew11:20-24; Psaim119:161168

Thurs. 3-Zechariahl:1-6; Romans/:1-6; Psalm145:814

Fri. 4-Zecharial?2:6-13; Romans/:7-20; Psalm145:814
Sat.5-Zechariah4:1-7; Luke 10:21-24; Psalm145:814

Sun. 6-Zecharia:9-12; Psalm145:814; Romans/:1525a;Matthew11:1619, 25-30
Mon. 7-Jeremial7:1-11,16-22; Romansl:1825; Psalm131
Tues.8-Jeremial8:1017; Romans3:1-8; Psalm131

Wed. 9-Jeremiail3:1-11; John13:1-17; Psalm131

Thurs. 10-I1saiah48:1-5; Romans2:1216; Psalm65:1-13

Fri. 11-1saiah48:6-11; Romansl5:1421; Psalm65:1-13

Sat. 12-1saiah52:1-6; John12:4450; Psalm65:1-13

Sun. 13-Isaiah55:1013; Psalm65:1-13; Romans3:1-11; Matthew13:1-9, 18-23
Mon. 14-Leviticus26:3-20; 1 Thessaloniang:1-8; Psalm92
Tues.15-Deuteronomy28:1-14; Ephesiang:1756:2; Psalm 92

Wed. 16-Proverbsl1:2330; Matthew13:1017; Psalm92

Thurs. 17-1saiah41:21-29; Hebrews2:1-9; Psalm86:1117

Fri. 18Isaiah44:9-17; Hebrews6:13-20; Psalm86:1117

Sat. 19-1saiah44:1820; Matthew7:15-20; Psalm86:1117

Sun. 20-Isaiah44:6-8; Psalm86:11-17; Romans8:12-25; Matthew13:24 30, 36-43
Mon. 21-Nahum1:1-13; Revelation14:1220; Psalm75
Tues.22-ZephanialB:1-13; Galatians4:21E6:1; Psalm75

Wed. 23-Daniel12:1-13; Matthew12:1521; Psalm75

Thurs. 24-1 Kings 1:28-37; 1 Corinthians4:14-20; Psalm119:129136

Fri. 251 Kings 1:3848; Acts 7:44-53; Psalm119:129136

Sat. 26-1 Kings 2:1-4; Matthew12:3842; Psalm119:129136

Sun. 27-1 Kings 3:5-12; Psalm119:129136; Romans3:26-39; Matthew13:31-33, 44-52
Mon. 28-1 Kings 3:16:28; James3:1318; Psalm119:121128

Tues.29-1 Kings 4:29-34; Ephesian$:10-18; Psaim119:121128

Wed. 30-Proverbsl:1-7, 20-33; Mark 4:30-34; Psalm119:123128

Thurs. 31-Proverbsl0:1-5; Philippians4:10-15; Psalm145:89, 14-21



