
 
The theme for  the 2008 Nebraska Synod Assembly (May 30-June 1, 2008 in Grand Island) is ÒLi ving a 

Generous Li fe.Ó  One of the keynote speakers at the Assembly will be Rev. Mark  Allan Powell, who wrote a book 
on stewardship ti tl ed, ÒGiving to God: The BibleÕs Good News about Li ving a Generous Li fe.Ó  The Nebraska 
Synod has provided a copy of this book to each pastor in the Synod so we can read it pri or to the Assembly, in 
order  that we can have deeper conversations about stewardship with one another in Grand Island and in our  
congregations.  I  fi nished reading this book in February , and I  must say, Rev. Powell does an excellent j ob of 
talking about stewardship in ways which can help us live out what it means to be good stewards of all the things for  
which God entrusts into our care. 

In my arti cle this month, I Õd like to share a par t of this book (pp.19-21) with you that speaks to the reason 
why it is we come together as a congregation on Sunday mornings to worship.  Powell nails the reason ri ght on the 
head. 
 From Giving to God: I once served as a pastor in a congregation where the people wanted me to visit all of the 
Òinactive membersÓ and see if we could get some of them to come back to church.  I came up with a list of 50 families and 
decided that I would visit one family each week for a year.  I guess I wasnÕt very good at this because I didnÕt persuade 
too many people to come back to the church.  But I sure did hear some stories.  I heard lots of reasons why people had 
quit coming to church.  Some of the inactive members had complaints about liturgy or about church politics or about 
personal confl icts within the congregation.  Some of them thought the church had gotten too liberal, or that it wasnÕt 
contemporary enough, or that the services were boring, or that the programs we offered didnÕt meet their needs.  I tried to 
find a common denominator and eventually I did.  All of the people I visited told me in one way or another that they had 
quit coming to church because they werenÕt Ògetting out of itÓ whatever it was that they thought they should get out of it.  
People had different ideas with regard to what they thought the church should do for them, but all of the inactive members 
agreed that, whatever that was, the church had failed to do what they thought it should do for them.  This surprised me 
because when I was a child and my family went to church on Sunday morning, my mother used to tell us, ÒWe are going 
to worship God.Ó  IÕm not sure if it even occurred to me that I was supposed to get anything out of it.  Certainly, that 
wasnÕt the reason we went.  I didnÕt know very much about church or about what it all meant, but even at a very young 
age I knew that it wasnÕt about meÐat least, it wasnÕt all about me.  These people didnÕt come from all over town Sunday 
after Sunday just to get together to meet my needs.  No.  They came to worship God. 
 ÒSix days a week God blesses us,Ó my mother would say, Òand on Sundays we give thanks.Ó  That has always 
stuck with me, although I know that there is more to it than that.  Pastors and worship leaders work very hard to provide 
their congregations with services that they hope will be meaningful and inspirational to all who come.  Of course.  But I 
still think my mother was right: the main reason for going to church is not to get our needs met; the main reason, the most 
important reason, for going to church is to worship God.  And now that I am (a lot) older, I have discovered something 
else.  When people do thisÐwhen they come to church to worship GodÐsomething wonderful happens.  They invariably 
discover that they are much more likely to get something out of the experience than if they had come for any other reason.  
I donÕt know why this isÐmaybe God just has a sense of irony.  Or maybe the point is that one of our greatest needs is to 
worship God.  We donÕt always know this, but it is true nonetheless, and when we quit focusing on ourselves and focus 
instead on worshiping the God who is so good to us, one of our deepest needs is met.  We just didnÕt know, perhaps, that 
that was what we needed.  So, worship is essential to faith.  But I have also said that sacrifice is essential to worship.  
Why is that?  Because worship, almost by definition, is the opposite of self-centeredness.  When we worship God, we 
make God (rather than ourselves) the center of our devotion.  Doing this always involves some element of self-denial or 
sacrifi ce, giving up something that we value, giving up attention to our wants and our needs in order to focus on God. 
---------- 

At I mmanuel, we gather together around the Tri une God in all we do because God gives us all we are.  I t is 
good for  us to remember this all the ti me, and especially when we will meet and celebrate the Risen Chri st on 
Easter morning.  We wonÕt be going to Chri stÕs tomb to look for ourselves.  We go looking for  Jesus. 

~~Pastor Justin 
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February 2008 Counci l Meet ing 
 

   President Dan K luver  called the February 7th counci l meet ing to order  at 6:35pm.  All members and 
Pastor Justin were present.  Pastor Justin led us in devotions and a prayer .  Mar l in read the secretaryÕs 
report and he presented the treasur erÕs repor t for  this month.  Both repor ts were approved.  Pastor 
Justin gave his repor t.  Anita and Casey Thompson became members on January 27th.  Taishaun Knapp 
wil l be baptized on March 23rd.  The pastorÕs report was approved. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
   All committee posit ions have been fi l led:  Proper ty Ð Rod Dool itt le; Worship Ð Dan K luver ; 
Evangel ism Ð Mar l in Kaser ; Education Ð Kel ley Berglund, Fel lowship Ð Donna Mintken, and 
Stewardship Ð Judy Schroeder.  We now need to select people with the r ight talents to serve on these 
committees.   
   After  some discussion about the vision of our church, it was decided this would be a job more suited 
for  the counci l.  This wil l be a regular agenda item. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
   The f ir st item of discussion was confirmation.  How many years and at what age should chi ldren go to 
classes?  How active should they be in church services and activit ies?  This needs to be discussed more. 
   Our books for 2006 and 2007 need to be audited.  Mar lin wi l l make sur e al l necessary papers are in 
place.  Then we wi l l select 2 or 3 people to do the audit.   
   We have a safety deposit box at Pinnacle Bank.  We made a motion to give Dan and Kel ley 
authorization to open this box.   
   Lutheran Wor ld Rel ief has a proj ect in which we can purchase palm leaves for Palm Sunday directly 
from the producers.  We wi l l keep our  regular order  and weÕll order  1 bundle of palms from Eco-Palms. 
   We have an account for Luther  League that has a balance of $489.46.  The money in that account has 
not been used for years.  We wi l l look into this and then decide what to do with the money. 
   We talked about handicap parking in front of the church.  We wil l probably have to attend a city 
counci l meet ing.  We wil l talk to Mayor Darrel  Lyon to f ind out what can be done.   
   The next meet ing wi l l be March 6th @ 6pm.  Pastor closed with a prayer  and a blessing.  If ther e are 
any quest ions or concerns, please let us know.      

Secr etary-   Mar l in Kaser  
************************************************************** **************************  

2008 Nebraska Synod ELCA Assembly (copied from Nebraska ELCA Synod Webpage) 

 
Plans are well underway for this summer's Nebraska Synod Assembly in Grand Island, 
May 30-June 1.  Keynote speaker, Dr. Mark Allen Powell, sharpens his presentations 
on GRACE, GRATITUDE, and GIVING. As a special gift to the Assembly, Patrick Henry 
Hughes, 2006 ESPN/Disney Spirit Award winner, will be our Banquet speaker. Patrick 
and his family will be featured on ABC's Extreme Makeover: Home Edition on 
February 17 at 7 p.m. CST.  Elections for Synod Council, Nebraska Synod committee 
members, as well as for voting members for the 2009 Churchwide Assembly will take 
place. A special offering will be received for our Companion Synod of Tanzania. 



  

DATE ATTENDANCE OFFERING 

1-6  25 $  502.00 

1-13  34 $   652.00 

1-20  23 $  480.00 

1-27  25 $1,461.10 

Average 

             27      $  773.78 
 
 

       STATEMENT OF FUNDS 
                               January 31.2008 
 
Our weekly income for the month of January 
represents approximately 50% of our budgeted 
amount needed (for the month).   
 

 
 
Amount needed YTD Amount received YTD 
 $ 6697.50 $3130.85 
            
 
Camp Fund - $70                       Organ Fund - $361.47 
Bldg. Fund - $5604.48               Memorial Act. $2227.20 
Vision Fund - $7778.23             MCB CD $5000.00 
 

 
 
March 3   Betty Cross 
March 7   Harriett Nahrstedt 
March 9   Eric Gall 
March 10   Heather Cross 
March 11   Lonna Doolittle 
March 13   Delores Hanke 
March 14   James Heller 
March 18   Verl Nahrstedt 
March 22   Marlin Kaser 
March 22   Patty Renner 
March 24   Jolene Lapour 
March 28   Kevin Wiltman 
March 28   Tamie Wrick 
March 30   Walter Kaser 
 
___________________________________ 
 
         
 
 
                

 



March 2008 

March 2, 2008  The 4th Sunday of Lent 

9:30am  WOV Worship w/ Holy Communion 

Greeters:  Kelley & Michelle Berglund   Worship Assistant: Brooke Knapp 
Organist:  Jolene Ziebell      Altar Care Set-up: Melody Knapp 
Usher:  Dan Kluver      Fellowship treats: WELCA 

March 9, 2008  The 5th Sunday of Lent 

9:30am WOV Worship   

Greeters: Jed & Melody Knapp    Worship Assistant: Brooke Knapp 
Organist: Iris Doolittle       Fellowship treats: Cleaning Com. 
Usher: Dan Kluver 

March 16, 2008  Palm Sunday 

 9:30 am LBW Worship w/ Holy Communion 

Greeters: Walt & Viola Kaser     Worship Assistant: Brooke Knapp 
Organist: Bonnie Gall      Altar Care Set-up: Melody Knapp 
Usher: Dan Kluver      Fellowship treats: Altar Care Team 

March 23, 2008  EASTER SUNDAY 

9:30 LBW Worship w/ Holy Communion 

Greeters: Verl & Harriett Nahrstedt  Worship Assistant:  Brooke Knapp 
Organist: Bonnie Gall     Fellowship treats:   Cleaning Com. 
Usher: Dan Kluver 

March 30, 2008  The 2nd Sunday of Easter 

9:30 LBW Worship 

Greeters: Donna Mavis     Worship Assistant:  Brooke Knapp 
Organist: Jillian Wiese     Fellowship treats:   Evening Circle 
Usher: Dan Kluver 

March Cleaning Committee:  Jed, Melody, & Amber Knapp 

April Cleaning Committee:  Elmer Choutka & Duane and Bonnie Gall 

 

 



ImmanuelÕs Calendar of Events is always available online at: 
 
http://calendar.immanuelmadison.com 
 
Use the following steps to print out a printer-friendly version of ImmanuelÕs Calendar. 
 
1. Go to http://calendar.immanuelmadison.com 
2. Navigate to the month and year that you want to print off, using either the previous month link, next month 
link, or drop down menu that says ÒSelect another month,Ó all indicated in the red circles below. 
 

 
 
3. Once you have found the month that you want to print off, click on the ÒPrint ViewÓ tab on the top of the 
calendar, indicated in the red circle below. 
 

 
 
4.  As you click on the ÒPrint ViewÓ tab, a new window will open.  You will be able to follow the directions on 
that page to help you get a printer-friendly version of the calendar.  Bonnie chooses the ÒPortrait Printable 
VersionÓ for the hard copy version of the monthly newsletter, but feel free to choose either Landscape or 
Portrait for your own calendar printing.  As you click on either the ÒLandscape Printable VersionÓ or ÒPortrait 
Printable Version,Ó another window will open with a printer-friendly version of the calendar.  This is the page 
that youÕll want to print.  Be sure to have your margins set as small as possible (anywhere from .5 to 0 inches on 
all sides). 
 
If you have any problems or questions, please feel free to email Pastor Justin at: 
 
immanuelmadison@cableone.net. 
 
Thank you! 



Daily Bible ReadingsÐMarch 2008 [Year A] 
Repr inted from Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings, © 2005 Consultation on Common Texts 

(CCT). 
 

Note: Readings on Monday through Wednesday reflect on the readings heard in church the previous Sunday; 
readings Thursday through Saturday reflect on the readings that will be heard in church the coming Sunday. 

Readings March 17-22 are Holy Week Readings. 
 
Sat. 1- 1 Samuel 15:32-34; John 1:1-9; Psalm 23 
Sun. 2- 1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 
Mon. 3- Isaiah 59:9-19; Acts 9:1-20; Psalm 146 
Tues. 4- Isaiah 42:14-21; Colossians 1:9-14; Psalm 146 
Wed. 5- Isaiah 60:17-22; Matthew 9:27-34; Psalm 146 
Thurs. 6- Ezekiel 1:1-3; 2:8Ð3:3; Revelation 10:1-11; Psalm 130 
Fr i. 7- Ezekiel 33:10-16; Revelation 11:15-19; Psalm 130 
Sat. 8- Ezekiel 36:8-15; Luke 24:44-53; Psalm 130 
Sun. 9- Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45 
Mon. 10- 1 Kings 17:17-24; Acts 20:7-12; Psalm 143 
Tues. 11- 2 Kings 4:18-37; Ephesians 2:1-10; Psalm 143 
Wed. 12- Jeremiah 32:1-9, 36-41; Matthew 22:23-33; Psalm 143 
Thurs. 13- 1 Samuel 16:11-13; Philippians 1:1-11; Psalm 31:9-16 
Fr i. 14- Job 13:13-19; Philippians 1:21-30; Psalm 31:9-16 
Sat. 15- Lamentations 3:55-66; Mark 10:32-34; Psalm 31:9-16 
Sun. 16- Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians 2:5-11; Matt 21:1-11; Matt. 26:14Ð27:66 
Mon. 17- Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 36:5-11; Hebrews 9:11-15; John 12:1-11 
Tues. 18- Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 71:1-14; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; John 12:20-36 
Wed. 19- Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 70; Hebrews 12:1-3; John 13:21-32 
Thurs. 20- Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19; 1 Corin. 11:23-26; John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
Fr i. 21- Isaiah 52:13Ð53:12; Psalm 22; Hebrews 10:16-25; John 18:1Ð19:42 
Sat. 22- Job 14:1-14; Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16; 1 Peter 4:1-8; Matthew 27:57-66; John 19:38-42 
Sun. 23- Jeremiah 31:1-6; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 28:1-10 
Mon. 24- Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21; Colossians 3:5-11; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
Tues. 25- Exodus 15:1-18; Colossians 3:12-17; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
Wed. 26- Joshua 3:1-17; Matthew 28:1-10; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
Thurs. 27- Song of Solomon 2:8-15; Colossians 4:2-5; Psalm 16 
Fr i. 28- Song of Solomon 5:9Ð6:3; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Psalm 16 
Sat. 29- Song of Solomon 8:6-7; John 20:11-20; Psalm 16 
Sun. 30- Acts 2:14a, 22-32; Psalm 16; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31 
Mon. 31- Judges 6:36-40; 1 Corinthians 15:12-20; Psalm 114 


