|mmanuel Lutheran Church
Pastor Justin Wiese

403 S Main Street 7402—454—2123(Churcrl)
PO Box 1125 402-379-7805(Pastor@3)
Volume 107 Madison NE 68748 WwWw.immanudmadison.com

Issue 3

The theme for the 2008 Nebraska Synod Assembly (May 30-June 1, 2008 in Grand Island) isCLiving a
Generous Life O One of the keynote speakers at the Assembly will be Rev. Mark Allan Powell, who wrote a book
on stewardship titled, GGiving to God: The BibleO&ood News about Living a Generous Life O The Nebraska
Synod has provided a copy of this book to each pastor in the Synod so we can read it prior to the Assembly, in
order that we can have deepea conversations about stewardship with one another in Grand Island and in our
congregations. | finishedreading thisbook in February, and | must say, Rev. Powell doesan excellent job of
talking about stewar dship in ways which can help uslive out what it meansto be good stewards of all thethings for
which God entrusts into our care.

I'n my arti clethis month, | Odiketo sharea part of thisbook (pp.19-21) with you that speaks to the reason
why it is we come together as a congr egation on Sunday mor nings to worship. Powell nailsthereason right on the
head.

From Giving to God: | once servedasapador in a congregation wherethe peaple wanted me to visit all of the
Onactive memkergdand see if we could get some of them to come backto church. | cameup with alist of 50 famiiesand
decidedthat| would visit one family eachweekfor ayear. | guess | wamnOwery good at this because | didnOpersuade
too mary peaple to come backto the church. But | sure did hea somestories | heardlots of reasons why people had
guit coming to church. Some of the inacive membershad complaints about liturgy or about church politics or about
personal conflicts within the congregation. Some of themthought the church had gottentoo liberal, or thatit wasOt
contemporary erough, or that the serviceswere boring, or that the programswe offered didnOmeet their need. | triedto
find acommon dernominator and evertually | did. All of the pegple | visitedtold me in one way or another that they had
quit coming to church because they wererDOgtting out of itOwhatever it wasthat they thought they should get out of it.
Pemle haddifferent ideaswith regard to what they thought the church should do for them, but all of the inactive memkers
agreedthat, whatever that was the church hadfailedto do what they thought it should do for them. This surprisedme
becawse when| wasa child and my family wert to church on Sunday morning, my mother usedto tell us, QVe aregoing
to worship God.O IGn not sureif it evenoccuredto methat| wassupposedto getanything out of it. Certainly, that
wasOthe reamn we wert. | didnOknow very much about church or about whatit all meart, but evenatavery young
age | knew thatit wamnObout mebatlead, it wasOall about me. These peaple didnOtome from all over town Sunday
after Sunday just to get togetherto meetmy needs. No. They cameto worship God.

OSk days aweekGod blessesus,Omy mother would say, Gand on Sundays we give tharks.O That hasalways
stuck with me, although | know thatthereis more to it thanthat. Pagors and worship leaderswork very hard to provide
their congregations with servicesthat they hope will be meaningful and inspirational to all who come. Of course. But |
still think my mother wasright: the main rea®n for going to church is not to get our needs met, the main reason, the most
importart reason, for going to churchisto worship God. And now that| am (alot) older, | have discoveredsomething
else. When peaple do thisbwhenthey come to church to worship Godbsometing wonderful happers. They invariady
discoverthatthey aremuch more likely to get something out of the experiencethanif they had comefor any otherreasn.
| donOknow why thisisbmaybe God just hasa serse of irony. Or maybe the point is that one of our greaes needsisto
worship God. We donOtlways know this, but it is true nonetheless, and when we quit focusing on ourselvesand focus
insteadon worshiping the God who is so good to us, one of our deeped needsismet We just didnOknow, perhaps, that
that waswhat we neeced So, worship is essertial to faith. But | have also said that sacrificeis essertial to worship.
Why isthat? Because worship, almast by definition, is the opposite of self-certerechess. Whenwe worship God, we
make God (rather thanourselves the certer of our devotion. Doing this always involvessome elemert of self-denial or
sacrifi ce, giving up something that we value, giving up attertion to our warts and our needs in order to focus on God.

At Immanuel, we gather together around the Tri une God in all we do because God givesusall weare. Itis
good for usto remember thisall thetime, and egpecially when we will meetand celebrate the Risen Chri st on
Easter morning. We wonOtbe going to Chri stOgomb to look for ourselves We go looking for Jewus.

~~Pastor Justin



February 2008Council Meeting

President Dan Kluver called the February 7th council meeting to order at 6:350m. All membersand
Pagor Justin were present. Pagor Justin led usin devotionsand aprayer. Marlin read the secretary®@
report and he presented thetreasurer@report for this month. Both reportswere approved. Pastor
Justin gave hisreport. Anitaand Casey Thompson became memberson January 27". Taishaun Knapp
will be baptized on March 239, The pasor@report wasapproved.

OLD BUSINESS
All committee positions have been filled: Property BDRod Dodlittle; Worship BDan Kluver;
Evangelism BMarlin Kaser; Education BKelley Berglund, Fellowship BDonna Mintken, and
Stewardship BJudy Schroeder. We now need to select peoplewith theright talentsto serve on these
committees.
After somediscussion about thevision of our church, it wasdecided thiswould be ajob more suited
for the council. Thiswill bearegular agendaitem.

NEW BUSINESS

Thefirst item of discussion wasconfirmation. How many years and at what age should children goto
classes? How active should they be in church services and activities? Thisneedsto bediscussed more.

Our booksfor 2006and 2007need to be audited. Marlin will make sure all necessary papersarein
place. Then wewill select 2 or 3 peopleto dothe audit.

We have a safety deposit box at Pinnade Bank. We made a motion to give Dan and Kelley
authorization to open thisbox.

Lutheran World Relief hasa project in which we can purchase palm leaves for Palm Sunday directly
from the producers. We will keep our regular order and wedl order 1 bundle of palms from Eco-Palms.

We have an account for Luther League that has a balance of $48946. The money in that account has
not been used for years. We will look into thisand then decidewhat todowith the money.

We talked about handicap parking in front of the church. We will probably have to attend a city
council meeting. We will talk to Mayor Darrel Lyonto find out what can be done.

The next meeting will be March 6™ @ 6pm. Pasor closed with aprayer and ablessing. If thereare
any questions or concerns, please let us know.

Secretary- Marlin Kaser
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2008 Nebraska Synod ELCA Assembly (copied from Nebraska ELCA Synod Webpage)
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Plans are well underway for this summer's Nebraska Synod Assembly in Grand Island,
May 30-June 1. Keynote speaker, Dr. Mark Allen Powell, sharpens his presentations
on GRACE, GRATITUDE, and GIVING. As a special gift to the Assembly, Patrick Henry
Hughes, 2006 ESPN/Disney Spirit Award winner, will be our Banquet speaker. Patrick
and his family will be featured on ABC's Extreme Makeover: Home Edition on
February 17 at 7 p.m. CST. Elections for Synod Council, Nebraska Synod committee
members, as well as for voting members for the 2009 Churchwide Assembly will take
place. A special offering will be received for our Companion Synod of Tanzania.



\
Attendance and Offering Report

DATE ATTENDANCE OFFERING

1-6 25 $ 502.00
1-13 34 $ 652.00
1-20 23 $ 480.00
1-27 25 $1,461.10
Average
27 $ 773.78

DOLLARS
SENSE STATEMENT OF FUNDS

January 31.2008
Our weekly income for the month of January

represents approximately 50% of our budgeted
amount needed (for the month).

DOLLARB&LENTS

Amount needed YTD Amount received YTD
$ 6697.50 $3130.85

Camp Fund - $70
Bldg. Fund - $5604.48
Vision Fund - $7778.23

Organ Fund - $361.47
Memorial Act. $2227.20
MCB CD $5000.00

Birthdays @

Immanuel Lutheran

March 3

March 7

March 9

March 10
March 11
March 13
March 14
March 18
March 22
March 22
March 24
March 28
March 28
March 30

Betty Cross
Harriett Nahrstedt
Eric Gall
Heather Cross
Lonna Doolittle
Delores Hanke
James Heller
Verl Nahrstedt
Marlin Kaser
Patty Renner
Jolene Lapour
Kevin Wiltman
Tamie Wrick
Walter Kaser

“My whole family’s giving up gomething
for Lent. Mom’s giving up cookieg, Dad’s

giving up cake, and I’m giving up squash.”




March 2008

March 2, 2008 The & Sunday of Lent

9:30am WOV Worship w/ Holy Communion

Greeters: Kelley & Michelle Berglund Worship Assistant: Brooke Knapp
Organist: Jolene Ziebell Altar Care Set-up: Melody Knapp
Usher:  Dan Kluver Fellowship treats: WELCA

March 9, 2008 The 5% Sunday of Leut

9:30am WOV Worship

Greeters: Jed & Melody Knapp Worship Assistant: Brooke Knapp
Organist: Iris Doolittle Fellowship treats: Cleaning Com.
Usher: Dan Kluver

Manch 16, 2005 Patm Sunday

9:30 am LBW Worship w/ Holy Communion

Greeters: Walt & Viola Kaser Worship Assistant: Brooke Knapp
Organist: Bonnie Gall Altar Care Set-up: Melody Knapp
Usher: Dan Kluver Fellowship treats: Altar Care Team

March 23, 2005 EASTER SUNDAY

9:30 LBW Worship w/ Holy Communion

Greeters: Verl & Harriett Nahrstedt Worship Assistant: Brooke Knapp
Organist: Bonnie Gall Fellowship treats: Cleaning Com.
Usher: Dan Kluver

Warch 30, 2008 The 2ud Sunday of Easter

9:30 LBW Worship

Greeters: Donna Mavis Worship Assistant: Brooke Knapp
Organist: Jillian Wiese Fellowship treats: Evening Circle
Usher: Dan Kluver

March Cleaning Committee: Jed, Melody, & Amber Knapp

April Cleaning Committee: Elmer Choutka & Duane and Bonnie Gall
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Immanud @ Calenda of Eventsis always available onlineat:
http://calendar.immanuelmadison.com

Use thefollowing stepsto print out a printer-friendy version of Immanud @ Calendar.
1. Go to http://calenda.immanudmadison.com

2. Navigae to themonth and year that youwant to print off, usng either the previousmonth link, next month
link, or drop down menu tha says (Belect another month,Oall indicated in thered circles be ow.

e Include Past Events 8 it e

AUGUST 2007
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3. Once you have foundthe month that you want to print off, click onthe @Print ViewOtab onthetop of the
calenda, indicated in thered circle beow.
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4. Asyouclick onthe Print ViewOtab, anew windowwill open. Youwill beable to follow the directionson
that pageto hdp you get a printer-friendly version of thecalenda. Bonnie chooss the QPortrait Printable
VersionOfor thehard copy version of the monthly newsletter, butfeel free to choos either Landscape or
Portrait for your own calenda printing. Asyouclick on either the Q_andscape Printable VersionQor QPortrait
Printable Version,Oanother windowwill open with a printer-friendly version of thecalenda. Thisisthepage
that you® want to print. Be sure to have your margins set as small as possible (anywhere from .5 to 0 inches on
al sdes).

If you have any problems or questions please feel free to email Pastor Judin at:
immanuelmadison@cableone.net.

Thank you!



Daily Bible ReadingsbM arch 2008[Year A]
Reprinted from Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings, © 2005Consultation on Common Texts
(CCT).

Note: Readingson Monday throughWednesday reflect on thereadingsheard in church the previousSundgy;
readings Thursday throughSaturday reflect onthereadingstha will beheard in church thecoming Sunday.
ReadingsMarch 17-22 are Holy Week Readings

Sat. 1- 1 Samud 15:32-34; John1:1-9; Psalm 23

Sun. 2- 1 Samud 16:1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41

Mon. 3- Isaiah 59:9-19; Acts 9:1-20; Psalm 146

Tues. 4- |saiah 42:14-21; Colossians 1:9-14; Psalm 146

Wed. 5- Isaiah 60:17-22; Matthew 9:27-34; Psalm 146

Thurs. 6- Ezekidl 1:1-3; 2:868:3; Revelation 10:1-11; Psalm 130

Fri. 7- Ezekiel 33:10-16; Revelation 11:15-19; Psalm 130

Sat. 8- Ezekiel 36:8-15; Luke 24:44-53; Psalm 130

Sun. 9- Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8:6-11; John11:1-45

Mon. 10- 1 Kings17:17-24; Acts 20:7-12; Psalm 143

Tues. 11- 2 Kings4:18-37; Ephesians 2:1-10; Psalm 143

Wed. 12- Jeremiah 32:1-9, 36-41; Matthew 22:23-33; Psalm 143

Thurs. 13- 1 Samud 16:11-13; Philippians 1:1-11; Psalm 31:9-16

Fri. 14- Job 13:13-19; Philippians 1:21-30; Psalm 31:9-16

Sat. 15 Lamentations3:55-66; Mark 10:32-34; Psalm 31:9-16

Sun. 16- Isaiah 504-9a Psalm 31:9-16; Philippians2:5-11; Matt 21:1-11; Matt. 26:14EP7 66
Mon. 17- Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 36:5-11; Hebrews 9:11-15; John12:1-11

Tues. 18 Isaiah 49:1-7; Psam 71:1-14; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; John12:20-36
Wed. 19 Isaiah 504-9a Psalm 70; Hebrews 12:1-3; John13:21-32

Thurs. 20- Exodus12:1-14; Psalm 1161-2, 12-19; 1 Corin. 11:23-26; John13:1-17,31b-35
Fri. 21- Isaiah 52:13E63:12; Psalm 22; Hebrews 10:16-25; John 18:1619:42

Sat. 22- Job 14:1-14; Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16; 1 Peter 4:1-8; Matthew 27:57-66; John19:38-42
Sun. 23 Jeremiah 31:1-6; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 28:1-10
Mon. 24- Exodus14:10-31;15:20-21; Colossians3:5-11; Psalm 1181-2, 14-24
Tues. 25 Exodus15:1-18; Colossians 3:12-17; Psalm 1181-2, 14-24

Wed. 26- Joshua3:1-17; Matthew 28:1-10; Psalm 1181-2, 14-24

Thurs. 27- Songof Solomon 2:8-15; Colossians 4:2-5; Psalm 16

Fri. 28 Song of Solomon 5:986:3; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Psalm 16

Sat. 29- Songof Solomon 8:6-7; John20:11-20; Psalm 16

Sun. 30- Acts 2:144 22-32; Psalm 16; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John20:19-31

Mon. 31- Judges 6:36-40; 1 Corinthians 15:12-20; Psalm 114



