
 
There are a bunch of upcoming 
events I’d like to share with you 
in my article this month. 
   First of all, the season of Lent 
starts early this year. Really 
early. In fact, Lent won’t begin 
this early again until the year 
2160. Lent gets it name from 
the Old English word lencten, 
which is the word for spring, as 
it describes how the amount of 
sunlight lengthens and get 
longer during this time of year. 
Lent is 40 days long, 
representing Jesus’ 40 days out 
in the wilderness. During this 
church season of Lent, the 
whole Church is called to 
prayer, fasting, and repentance 
as we reflect upon our 
sinfulness, the cross of Christ, 
and the meaning of our baptism 
into Christ’s death and 
resurrection. February 6th is 
Ash Wednesday, and on this 
day, we will gather to worship, 
and to have the mark of ashes 
placed on our foreheads. This 
sign of ashes signifies our 
human mortality and frailty, and 
our need for God’s love, mercy, 
and forgiveness. On this and all 
Wednesday nights during Lent, 
worship begins at 7 p.m., and 
the message each night will 
focus on a part of the Body of 
Christ. We will look at Christ’s 
Feet, Hands, Ears, Eyes, Mouth, 
& Heart, and we will think 
about how we, too, take part in 
the Body of Christ. 

   Also, on all Wednesdays 
during Lent, you are invited to 

come to church before worship at 
6:15 p.m. to join us for our 
Lenten Midweek Suppers. Our 
confirmation students will be 
serving a meal each week, and 
will be asking for a free-will 
offering as they are working to 
raise funds to attend a week of 
confirmation camp this coming 
June. They will need to raise 
$600 in total, so please come, eat, 
and be as generous as you are 
able in your giving. You’ll find a 
list of what’s on the menu each 
week hanging up in church. 
   Also, during Lent, on Tuesday 
nights, all of you are invited to 
come and join us for Bible Study 
at 7 p.m. as we work through the 
6-week course called Road to 
Coronation. This Lenten Bible 
Study series gives us a vivid 
portrait of Jesus the Servant King 
— who welcomed outcasts as 
family, touched and raised the 
dead, performed miracles that 
made astonishing theological 
statements, and confounded the 
spiritual authorities of His day. 
As the series unfolds, we will see 
that five days after Jesus entered 
Jerusalem–the center of religious 
and political power–His 
"coronation" took place on a 
cross on Good Friday. Vindicated 
in the resurrection and enthroned 
in the ascension, Jesus calls us to 
listen, believe, and follow. This 
series will also give you a taste of 
the 2-year Bible Study course 
Crossways that we will begin 
later on this year. 

   Also, I want to let you know 
that an alternative giving option 
is available to everyone at 
Immanuel. It is called Simply 
Giving, and is a free service 
provided by Thrivent. Simply 
Giving is a reliable, safe way to 
move your stewardship plan 
into action. It allows you to 
share your gifts through planned 
giving, and activates your 
generosity into ongoing 
stewardship. Through Simply 
Giving, your financial gifts are 
made through a pre-authorized 
withdrawal from your bank 
account. You determine the 
frequency of your automatic 
gift—weekly, semi-monthly, or 
monthly. Because your gift is 
given consistently, you won't 
need to play "catch-up" at the 
end of the month or year, or 
worry about forgotten 
checkbooks or missed Sunday 
offerings. This will greatly 
benefit Immanuel, too, as we 
will have steady, more 
predictable revenues throughout 
the year, more efficient 
bookkeeping, and greater 
confidence in meeting our 
financial commitments. Please 
talk with Marlin, Kelley, or me 
if you’re interested in getting 
signed up for Simply Giving. 
   The Lenten Journey to the 
Cross begins soon. Please join 
us as Jesus walks with us. 
There’s no need for any of us to 
be alone out in the wilderness of 
the world.~~Pastor Justin

 
Volume 107 
Issue  2 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 

Pastor Justin Wiese 
403 S Main Street 402-454-2123 (Church) 
PO Box 1125 402-379-7805 (Pastor’s) 
Madison NE 68748 www.immanuelmadison.com 



Annual Meeting   2008 
     The annual meeting on Jan. 13th was called to order by President Derek Anderson at 10:30 A.M. 29 members 
were present. Pastor Wiese opened with a prayer, followed by his report. This consisted of a summery of what 
happened in 2007 and looking at what we could do in 2008. Iris made a motion to approve his report, Glen Nordby 
seconded. The motion passed. The minutes from the Oct. 7th quarterly meeting were read. Glen Nordby made a 
motion to approve the minutes as read, Iris seconded. The motion passed. The treasurer’s report for the year was 
presented. Wayne Cross made a motion to approve the report as presented. Glenn Wedekind seconded. The motion 
passed.  

Old Business 
   The project list was discussed. The first item on the list, the cross for the front of the church was installed on Dec. 
29th, and looks very nice. After some discussion of the list, Betty Cross made a motion to move handicap 
accessibility from 7th to 2nd place on the list. Donna Mavis seconded. The motion passed. 
   The fall soup dinner is scheduled by the council for Nov 23rd. It was decided that this is too close to Thanksgiving. 
Dan Kluver made a motion to table setting a date until the next quarterly meeting. Tamie Wrick seconded. The 
motion passed. The council will check on some other available dates. 

New Business 
   We will reactivate the vision team in the next few months, to work on our mission statement and the future of the 
church. We also need to reorganize the other 6 committees: Worship, Property, Education, Evangelism, 
Stewardship, and Fellowship. We need people whose talents would best serve on these different committees 
   The food pantry is looking for volunteers to work there on Saturday mornings from 9-11. This would consist of 2-
5 people. We are now scheduled for Feb. And need to be scheduled for one more month. With the show of hands, 
there will be enough participation from us to do this. 
   The proposed budget for 2008 is $80,370.00. After some discussion, Bonnie Gall made a motion to accept this 
budget. Donna Mavis seconded. The motion passed 24 to 3. 
    Two new council members need to be elected. Derek Anderson and Glen Nordby’s terms have ended. Kelley 
Berglund, Bonnie Gall, and Donna Mintken have agreed to run for council. A written vote was taken. Kelley and 
Donna were elected to serve the 3 year terms. Rod Meier has transferred to St. John’s church in Norfolk. The 
council will have to elect some one for 1 year to finish out his term. 
   Keith Rabe and Iris Doolittle volunteered to go to Synod Assembly on May 30th-June 1st, in Grand Island. The 
church wide assembly will be Aug. 17th-23rd in Minneapolis, Minn. The NE Synod needs representatives to send to 
this meeting. The Elkhorn Valley Cluster needs to select one lay woman to be a candidate for this position. The 
decision needs to be made by Feb. 18th. 
   The parking in front of the church was discussed. Occupants from the apartments north of the church are parking 
in front of the church. And ,can we get a handicap parking space? The council will look into these two matters. 
   Glenn Wedekind made a motion to adjourn. Glen Nordby seconded. The motion passed. Pastor then led us in a 
closing prayer. 

Secretary- Marlin Kaser 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
The Jan. 21st council meeting was called to order by President Derek Anderson. All members and Pastor were present. Pastor lead us 
in devotions and a prayer. Marlin read the secretary’s report. Rod Meier presented the treasurer’s report. Both reports were approved as 
read. Pastor gave his report. Jan. 27th-29th he will be at Elkhorn Valley Cluster Retreat at Tintern Center at Oakdale. Lent begins 
Feb. 6th. The confirmation students will host Lenten suppers on Wednesdays before church at 6:15 P.M. These are fundraisers for their 
summer camp trip. The Pastors report was approved as presented. 
                                               Old Business  
   Immanuel’s mission statement; No new information was available, so the matter was tabled until the next meeting. 
   We discussed the 2008 fall soup dinner. It was agreed that the best available date would still be Nov. 23rd. 
    After the annual meeting, members of the council talked with Judy Schroeder to see if she would be willing to fill in the last year of 
Rod Meier's term. Judy agreed to do this. 
                                              New Business 
   Officers for 2008 were elected. They are; President-Dan Kluver, Vice President- Rod Doolittle, Secretary- Marlin Kaser, Treasurer- 
Kelley Berglund. Betty Cross has offered to be treasurer’s assistant. Thank-you to Derek Anderson, Rod Meier, and Glen Nordby for 
their time and service these past years on the council. 
   Members then selected what 2 months that they would like to serve as head usher. Feb. and March- Dan, April- Marlin, May-
Kelley, June-Rod, July and August-Donna, Sept.-Kelley, Oct. And Nov.-Judy, and Dec.-Rod. 
   Committee leaders; Property- Rod, Worship-Dan, Evangelism-Marlin. The other 3 committee spots will be filled after the new 
members have had time to familiarize themselves with these committees. 
   Property; Elmer Choutka has informed us that the letters for the front of the church; IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH ELCA, 
are 7" high and cost $2.99 each. He has graciously offered to paint and pay for the letters. Thank-you Elmer. 
   The next meeting will be Feb. 7th at 6:30 P.M. We closed with a prayer and blessing from Pastor. If any one has any questions or 
concerns, please let us know. 

Secretary-   Marlin Kaser



 

  

DATE ATTENDANCE OFFERING 

12-2  21 $  480.00 

12-9  19 $  551.93 

12-16  29 $  785.00 

12-23  27 $1,417.75 

12-30  14 $2,805.00 

Average 

22 $1,283.25 

12-25  90 $  706.00 

 

       STATEMENT OF FUNDS 
                               December 31, 2008 
 
Our weekly income for the month of December 
represents approximately 103% of our 
budgeted amount needed (for the month).   
 

 
 
Amount needed YTD Amount received YTD 
 $61692.00 $51352.00 
            
 
Camp Fund - $0                         Organ Fund - $361.47 
Bldg. Fund - $5604.48               Memorial Act. $2225.50 
Vision Fund - $7778.23             BOM CD $5000.00 
 

 
 
February 2  Kevin Renner 
February 2  Raiden Dicke 
February 2  Dianne McDuffee 
February 5  Elmer Choutka 
February 5  Don Dittberner 
February 11  Jamie Berglund 
February 18  Viola Kaser 
February 21  Joel Biehle 
February 25  Marilyn Samuelson 
February 26  Sandy Wiltman 
February 27  Milette Roush 
February 28  Kaitlyn Berglund 
February 28  Amanda Luetkenhaus 
 
___________________________________ 
 
         
 
 
                

 



February 2008 

February 3, 2008  The Transfiguration of our Lord 

9:30am  WOV WORSHIP W/ HOLY COMMUNION 

Greeters:  Dan & Michelle Kluver    Worship Assistant:         Shania Knapp 
Organist:  Iris Doolittle       Altar Care Set-up:         Marilyn Samuelson 
Usher: Dan Kluver      Fellowship treats:  WELCA 

February 10, 2008  The First Sunday of Lent 

9:30am WOV Worship 

Greeters:  Kelly and Michelle Berglund   Worship Assistant:  Shania Knapp 
Organist: Jolene Ziebell      Fellowship treats:  Cleaning Com. 
Usher: Dan Kluver 

February 17, 2008  The Second Sunday of Lent 

 9:30am LBW Worship w/ Holy Communion 

Greeters: Rod & Iris Doolittle     Worship Assistant:  Shania Knapp 
Organist: Bonnie Gall      Altar Care Set-up:         Marilyn Samuelson 
Usher: Dan Kluver      Fellowship treats:  Altar Care Team 

February 24, 2008  The Third Sunday of Lent 

9:30 LBW Worship 

Greeters: Jed & Meoldy Knapp    Worship Assistant:    Shania Knapp 
Organist: Iris Doolittle      Fellowship treats:  Cleaning Com. 
Usher: Dan Kluver 

 
FEBRUARY CLEANING COMMITTEE:  Derek Anderson and Keith Rabe 

MARCH CLEANING COMMITTEE:  Jed and Melody Knapp & Amber Knapp 

 



Immanuel’s Calendar of Events is always available online at: 
 
http://calendar.immanuelmadison.com 
 
Use the following steps to print out a printer-friendly version of Immanuel’s Calendar. 
 
1. Go to http://calendar.immanuelmadison.com 
2. Navigate to the month and year that you want to print off, using either the previous month link, next month 
link, or drop down menu that says “Select another month,” all indicated in the red circles below. 
 

 
 
3. Once you have found the month that you want to print off, click on the “Print View” tab on the top of the 
calendar, indicated in the red circle below. 
 

 
 
4.  As you click on the “Print View” tab, a new window will open.  You will be able to follow the directions on 
that page to help you get a printer-friendly version of the calendar.  Bonnie chooses the “Portrait Printable 
Version” for the hard copy version of the monthly newsletter, but feel free to choose either Landscape or 
Portrait for your own calendar printing.  As you click on either the “Landscape Printable Version” or “Portrait 
Printable Version,” another window will open with a printer-friendly version of the calendar.  This is the page 
that you’ll want to print.  Be sure to have your margins set as small as possible (anywhere from .5 to 0 inches on 
all sides). 
 
If you have any problems or questions, please feel free to email Pastor Justin at: 
 
immanuelmadison@cableone.net. 
 
Thank you! 



 

Daily Bible Readings–February 2008 [Year A] 
Reprinted from Revised Common Lectionary Daily Readings, 

© 2005 Consultation on Common Texts (CCT). 
 
Note: Readings on Monday through Wednesday reflect on the readings heard in 
church the previous Sunday; readings Thursday through Saturday reflect on the 
readings that will be heard in church the coming Sunday.   
 
Fri. 1- Exodus 19:9b-25; Hebrews 11:23-28; Psalm 2 
Sat. 2- 1 Kings 21:20-29; Mark 9:9-13; Psalm 2 
Sun. 3- Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm 2; 2 Peter 1:16-21; Matthew 17:1-9 
Mon. 4- Exodus 33:7-23; Acts 7:30-34; Psalm 78:17-20, 52-55 
Tues. 5- 1 Kings 19:9-18; Romans 11:1-6; Psalm 78:17-20, 52-55 
Wed. 6- Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; Psalm 51:1-17; 2 Corinthians 5:20b–6:10; Matthew 6:1-
6, 16-21 
Thurs. 7- Jonah 3:1-10; Romans 1:1-7; Psalm 51 
Fri. 8- Jonah 4:1-11; Romans 1:8-17; Psalm 51 
Sat. 9- Isaiah 58:1-12; Matthew 18:1-7; Psalm 51 
Sun. 10- Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Psalm 32; Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11 
Mon. 11- 1 Kings 19:1-8; Hebrews 2:10-18; Psalm 32 
Tues. 12- Genesis 4:1-16; Hebrews 4:14–5:10;  Psalm 32 
Wed. 13- Exodus 34:1-9, 27-28; Matthew 18:10-14;  Psalm 32 
Thurs. 14- Isaiah 51:1-3; 2 Timothy 1:3-7; Psalm 121 
Fri. 15- Micah 7:18-20; Romans 3:21-31; Psalm 121 
Sat. 16- Isaiah 51:4-8; Luke 7:1-10; Psalm 121 
Sun. 17- Genesis 12:1-4a; Psalm 121; Romans 4:1-5, 13-17; John 3:1-17 or Matt. 
17:1-9 
Mon. 18- Numbers 21:4-9; Hebrews 3:1-6; Psalm 128 
Tues. 19- Isaiah 65:17-25; Romans 4:6-13; Psalm 128 
Wed. 20- Ezekiel 36:22-32; John 7:53–8:11; Psalm 128 
Thurs. 21- Exodus 16:1-8; Colossians 1:15-23; Psalm 95 
Fri. 22- Exodus 16:9-21; Ephesians 2:11-22; Psalm 95 
Sat. 23- Exodus 16:27-35; John 4:1-6; Psalm 95 
Sun. 24- Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95; Romans 5:1-11; John 4:5-42 
Mon. 25- Genesis 24:1-27; 2 John 1-13; Psalm 81 
Tues. 26- Genesis 29:1-14; 1 Corinthians 10:1-4; Psalm 81 
Wed. 27- Jeremiah 2:4-13; John 7:14-31, 37-39; Psalm 81 
Thurs. 28- 1 Samuel 15:10-21; Ephesians 4:25-32; Psalm 23 
Fri. 29- 1 Samuel 15:22-31; Ephesians 5:1-9; Psalm 23 
 


