
 
Numbers: do you think we 
could live without them? I think 
it would be next to impossible. 
How could you call someone 
without phone numbers? How 
could you get paid for your 
work, your crops, or your 
livestock, without being able to 
count dollars, hours worked, 
bushels grown, & pounds 
weighed? How would you know 
what time it is? What day of the 
month?  What year? And what 
would we do without numbered 
verses in the Bible? It would be 
a lot harder to find specific 
Scripture passages. Yes, 
numbers are essential.  Even at 
the beginning of history, as we 
read in Genesis 1, we see that 
God uses numbers to keep track 
of the days (the first day, the 
second day, etc.). Whether we 
like it or not, numbers shape our 
lives. 
Several new sets of numbers are 
ready to shape our lives in the 
coming months.  First of all, 
weÕre going to watch the 
calendar change from 2007 to 
2008.  In 2008, God will once 
again graciously give us and our 
congregation another new year 
of life, along with another new 
year of opportunities for 
growth, both as individuals and 
as the Body of Christ.  In case 
youÕve never noticed, let me tell 
you something: our God is a 
generous giver who gives our 
world more than what we need 
and deserve.  Too often, the 
problem is that, in our  

 
sinfulness, we ruin GodÕs 
generosity.  We either fail to see 
it, or we hoard it for ourselves 
and donÕt share it with others, 
or we waste it away on a variety 
of unnecessary things and then 
say, ÒWhere did it all go?Ó  In 
2008, IÕm going to encourage 
all of us to take a new look at 
our entire lives and our 
community around us.  With 
this new look, we need to see 
how God has given us plenty of 
tasks to work on, and plenty of 
resources to accomplish those 
tasks.  There will be a long, 
numbered list of things to do, 
but there will also be a long, 
numbered list of blessings that 
God has given us so that we can 
do those things that God calls us 
to do. 
Also, another set of numbers 
that will shape our lives at 
Immanuel in the coming year is 
our 2008 Budget.  A copy of the 
budget is in this monthÕs 
newsletter.  From what IÕve 
gathered, this is probably the 
first time in the history of 
Immanuel that our budget has 
crossed the $80,000 mark.  For 
some of us (or maybe all of us), 
this can be a scary figure. 
$80,000 divided by 52 weeks 
equals about $1,539 a week.  If 
you divide that by an average 
weekly worship attendance of 
30, that would mean that each 
and every person in church each 
week would need to be giving 
$51.30 a week ($7.33 a day).  
Clearly, in order to live out the  

 
mission that God is calling us to 
do in Madison and in the whole 
world, weÕre going to have to 
have some serious 
conversations about what it 
means to be good managers of 
the blessings that God entrusts 
to our care.  God is generous in 
His giving, and God calls us to 
be generous, too.  Will we hear 
GodÕs call and respond? 
Another few numbers that have 
been on my mind a lot lately 
have been our average weekly 
worship attendance (about 30), 
our total baptized membership 
(listed at 115 in 2006), and our 
total confirmed membership 
(101 in 2006).  My question is: 
do we really, truly have 115 
baptized members and 101 
confirmed members in our 
congregation?  If so, where are 
all of they?  Do all of us know 
what it means to be a member 
of the Body of Christ at 
Immanuel, or do we all need 
help Òre-memberingÓ?  In 2008, 
I want to engage in 
conversations with all of you 
about what it means to be a 
member of the Body of Christ, 
especially at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church in Madison, 
NE. 
May God bless the 2008th year 
of our Lord, especially here at 
Immanuel, and may we at 
Immanuel be a blessing to God 
and to the world this 
year.~~Pastor Justin 
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December Counci l Meet ing 
   The Dec. 2nd council  meeting was called to order by President Derek Anderson. Pastor Wiese and all  members 
except Glen Nordby were present. Glen was sick. Marlin read the secretaryÕs report and Rod Meier gave the 
treasurerÕs report. Pastor gave his report. He attended the Synod Leadership Gathering at St. Johns in Norfolk on 
Nov 18th. He will serve on the Campus Pastor Search committee at Dana College. He will also serve on the Ne. 
Synod Communications Committee. Advent services will be at 7:30 on Dec. 5th, 12th, and 19th. The offering will go 
to Helping Hands. Christmas Eve service will be at 6:00. Pastor will be on vacation Dec. 25th-31st. Jan 14th-18th 
Pastor will be at First Call Theological Education at Camp Carol Joy Holling. Lent begins on Feb. 6th. All  reports 
were approved as read. 

Old Business 
   ImmanuelÕs mission- We will discuss this at the annual meeting, which will be Jan. 13th. 

New Business 
   Council  candidates-We have made a list of people for church council . We have talked to them and asked them to 
think about i t. To consider the use of their talents for working on the council and to serve the people of  the church. 
They will inform us by Dec. 16th i f they would like to serve on the council. 
    The soup dinner went very well again this year. We raised $1,348.74 and served about 200 people. The 2008 fall  
soup dinner is for now, scheduled for Nov. 23rd; the Sunday before Thanksgiving. 
    The 2008 annual meeting will be Jan. 13th, af ter church. The next council  meeting will be Jan. 21th, at 6:30.  
Pastor closed with a prayer and blessing. I f anyone has any questions or concerns, please let us know. 

Secretary- Marlin Kaser 
****************************************************** **********  

The budget this year is pretty straight forward.  We will be holding one more meeting to discuss a couple of 
changes, but the major expenditure will not change much.  With most of the expenditures we adjusted for 
inflation and what we believed to be an increase in prices in products and services.  Since Utilities and 
Supplies have not warranted the amounts that we have budgeted, we decided to cut the budget in these 
areas.  Another area included professional expenses for Pastor Justin.  Many of these expenses didn’t warrant 
as much as we budgeted either.  The Council believes that this budget meets with the vision of Immanuel and 
the over all needs of the church body and building 

Council President, Derek Anderson 
NOTE:  THI S I S THE 1ST DRAFT OF THE PROPOSED BUDGET WHICH WI LL BE DI SCUSSED AT TH E ANNUAL  MEETI NG ON JANUARY 13TH.  

CATEGORIES   2006 Change 2007 Change 2008 

Mission Share    $4,250.00  $250.00  $4,500.00  $250.00  $4,750.00  

Capital Campaign new item in 2008  -     -     $1,000.00  

Worship and Music    $150.00  $50.00  $100.00  $150.00  $250.00  

Supplies and Misc.    $2,500.00  $0.00  $2,500.00  $700.00  $1,800.00  

Conferences    $350.00  $0.00  $350.00  $0.00  $350.00  

Utilities    $4,500.00  $0.00  $4,500.00  $1,000.00  $3,500.00  

Building Maintenance combined w/equip  $500.00  $0.00  $500.00     -  

Equipment Maintenance combined w/building  $750.00  $0.00  $750.00     -  

Building/Equip Maint. new combined category       $750.00  $750.00  

Christian Education    $750.00  $250.00  $500.00  $250.00  $750.00  

Insurance    $2,500.00  $0.00  $2,500.00  $250.00  $2,250.00  

Supply Pastor    $1,200.00  $1,300.00  $2,500.00  $1,500.00  $1,000.00  

Vision Fund new item in 2006  $10,000.00  $7,500.00  $2,500.00  $0.00  $2,500.00  

  Categorical Totals  $27,450.00  $6,250.00  $21,200.00  $2,300.00  $18,900.00  

              

Base Salary  $12,500.00  $15,750.00  $28,250.00  $8,290.00  $19,960.00  

Housing and Utilities  $7,500.00  $1,000.00  $8,500.00  $9,500.00  $18,000.00  

Social Security Tax  $1,600.00  $1,200.00  $2,800.00  $110.00  $2,910.00  

Mileage Allowance  $2,000.00  $0.00  $2,000.00  $1,600.00  $3,600.00  

Continuing Education  $1,500.00  $1,000.00  $500.00  $0.00  $500.00  

Professional Expense  $2,400.00  $1,900.00  $500.00  $250.00  $250.00  

Conferences  $450.00  $0.00  $450.00  $300.00  $750.00  

PASTORAL 
COMPENSATION 

Pension and Insurance  $2,750.00  $8,250.00  $11,000.00  $4,500.00  $15,500.00  

  Pastoral Total  $30,700.00  $23,300.00  $54,000.00  $7,470.00  $61,470.00  

              

TOTAL    $58,150.00  $17,050.00  $75,200.00  $5,170.00  $80,370.00  



 

 

 

 

   
              

  

DATE ATTENDANCE OFFERING 

11-4  31 $  513.00 

11-11  26 $1,080.93 

11-18  45 $  861.00 

11-25  25 $  840.00 

 Average 

32 $  823.73 

Soup Dinner donation $1,348.74 

 
 
 STATEMENT OF FUNDS 
          November 30, 2007 
 
Our weekly income for the 

month of November represents approximately 
66% of our budgeted amount needed (for the 
month).   
 

 
 
Amount needed YTD Amount received YTD 
 $56,551.00 $45.290.00 
            
 
Camp Fund - $0                         Organ Fund - $361.47 
Bldg. Fund - $4255.74   Memorial Act. $2223.79 
Vision Fund - $7681.97             BOM CD $5000.00 
 
 

 
 
January 2,   Brad Evans 
January 5   Derek Knapp 
January 9   Claretta Zessin 
January 16  Jed Knapp  
January 17  Paul Renner 
January 18  Travis Heller 
January 30  Shania Knapp 
 
 
         

 
 
                 

 



January 2008 

January 6, 2008  The Epiphany of Our Lord 

9:30am  LBW WORSHIP W/ HOLY COMMUNION 

Greeters:  Glen & Darlene Nordby    Worship Assistant:  Betty Cross 
Organist:  Iris Doolittle       Altar Care Set-up:         Marilyn Samuelson 
Usher: Marlin Kaser      Fellowship treats:  WELCA 

January 13, 2008  The Baptism of our Lord 

9:30am LBW Worship 

Greeters: Wayne & Betty Cross    Worship Assistant:  Betty Cross 
Organist: Jillian Wiese      Fellowship treats:  Cleaning Com. 
Usher: Marlin Kaser 

January 20, 2008  The Second Sunday after Epiphany 

 9:30am WOV Worship w/ Holy Communion 

Greeters: Walt & Viola Kaser     Worship Assistant:  Betty Cross 
Organist: Jolene Ziebell      Altar Care Set-up:         Marilyn Samuelson 
Usher: Marlin Kaser      Fellowship treats:  Altar Care Team 

January 27, 2008 The Third Sunday after Epiphany 

9:30 LBW Worship 

Greeters: Tamie & Judy      Worship Assistant:    Betty Cross 
Organist: Bonnie Gall      Fellowship treats:  Cleaning Com. 
Usher: Marlin Kaser 

JANUARY CLEANING COMMITTEE:  Duane & Bonnie Gall 
FEBRUARY CLEANING COMMITTEE:  Derek Anderson and Keith Rabe 

 

 



ImmanuelÕs Calendar of Events is always available online at: 
 
http://calendar.immanuelmadison.com 
 
Use the following steps to print out a printer-friendly version of ImmanuelÕs Calendar. 
 
1. Go to http://calendar.immanuelmadison.com 
2. Navigate to the month and year that you want to print off, using either the previous month link, next month 
link, or drop down menu that says ÒSelect another month,Ó all indicated in the red circles below. 
 

 
 
3. Once you have found the month that you want to print off, click on the ÒPrint ViewÓ tab on the top of the 
calendar, indicated in the red circle below. 
 

 
 
4.  As you click on the ÒPrint ViewÓ tab, a new window will open.  You will be able to follow the directions on 
that page to help you get a printer-friendly version of the calendar.  Bonnie chooses the ÒPortrait Printable 
VersionÓ for the hard copy version of the monthly newsletter, but feel free to choose either Landscape or 
Portrait for your own calendar printing.  As you click on either the ÒLandscape Printable VersionÓ or ÒPortrait 
Printable Version,Ó another window will open with a printer-friendly version of the calendar.  You should be 
able to print this page with no problems. 
 
If you have any problems or questions, please feel free to email Pastor Justin at: 
 
immanuelmadison@cableone.net. 
 
Thank you! 
 
 



Daily Bib le Read ingsÐJanuary 2008 [Year A] 
Repri nted f r om Revised Com mo n Lect ionary Dai ly Read ings, 

© 2005 Consultat ion on Com mo n Text s (CCT). 
 
Note: Readings on Monday through Wednesday reflect on the readings heard in church the previous 
Sunday; readings Thursday through Saturday reflect on the readings that will be heard in church the 
coming Sunday.   
 
Tues. 1- Numbers 6:22-27; Psalm 8; Galatians 4:4-7; Philippians 2:5-11; 

Luke 2:15-21 
Wed. 2- Genesis 12:1-7; Hebrews 11:1-12; Psalm 20 
Thurs. 3- Genesis 28:10-22; Hebrews 11:13-22; Psalm 72 
Fri. 4- Exodus 3:1-5; Hebrews 11:23-31; Psalm 72 
Sat. 5- Joshua 1:1-9; Hebrews 11:32–12:2; Psalm 72 
Sun. 6- Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12 
Mon. 7- 1 Kings 10:1-13; Ephesians 3:14-21; Psalm 72 
Tues. 8- 1 Kings 10:14-25; Ephesians 4:7,11-16; Psalm 72 
Wed. 9- Micah 5:2-9; Luke 13:31-35; Psalm 72 
Thurs. 10- 1 Samuel 3:1-9; Acts 9:1-9; Psalm 29 
Fri. 11- 1 Samuel 3:10–4:1a; Acts 9:10-19a; Psalm 29 
Sat. 12- 1 Samuel 7:3-17; Acts 9:19b-31; Psalm 29 
Sun. 13- Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17 
Mon. 14- Genesis 35:1-15; Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 89:5-37 
Tues. 15- Jeremiah 1:4-10; Acts 8:4-13; Psalm 89:5-37 
Wed. 16- Isaiah 51:1-16; Matthew 12:15-21; Psalm 89:5-37 
Thurs. 17- Isaiah 22:15-25; Galatians 1:6-12; Psalm 40 
Fri. 18- Genesis 27:30-38; Acts 1:1-15; Psalm 40:1-11 
Sat. 19- 1 Kings 19:19-21; Luke 5:1-11; Psalm 40:1-11 
Sun. 20- Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-11; 1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42 
Mon. 21- Exodus 12:1-13, 21-28; Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 40:6-17 
Tues. 22- Isaiah 53:1-12; Hebrews 10:1-4; Psalm 40:6-17 
Wed. 23- Isaiah 48:12-21; Matthew 9:14-17; Psalm 40:6-17 
Thurs. 24- 1 Samuel 1:1-20; Galatians 1:11-24; Psalm 27:1-6 
Fri. 25- 1 Samuel 9:27–10:8; Galatians 2:1-10; Psalm 27:1-6 
Sat. 26- 1 Samuel 15:34–16:13; Luke 5:27-32; Psalm 27:1-6 
Sun. 27- Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9; 1 Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-23 
Mon. 28- Judges 6:11-24; Ephesians 5:6-14; Psalm 27:7-14 
Tues. 29- Judges 7:12-22; Philippians 2:12-18; Psalm 27:7-14 
Wed. 30- Genesis 49:1-2, 8-13, 21-26; Luke 1:67-79; Psalm 27:7-14 
Thurs. 31- Exodus 6:2-9; Hebrews 8:1-7; Psalm 2 
 


